
Keep        Christianity     Strange 

Whatever your age or political leanings, you have to admit this 

has to be one of the strangest election cycles ever.   With all the 

controversy and opinions swirling around, it can be confusing for 

followers of Jesus to know what to think and how to vote.   

Regardless of what happens in November, American Christians 

can no longer claim to be a part of a moral majority.  While that 

may indeed be bad news for America, it can be great news for 

the Church of Jesus Christ.  Only as the Christian faith maintains 

its intrinsic strangeness or oddity to the larger culture around it, 

can it hope to retain the power given to it by the Holy Spirit.  We 

must navigate a way through it all based on the Gospel and the 

Kingdom of God while avoiding isolation from, conformity to, or 

needless confrontation with the culture around us.  Based on 

Scripture as well as a landmark book entitled Onward: Engaging 

the Culture Without Losing the Gospel by Russell Moore,  

President of the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the 

Southern Baptist Convention, Pastor Rick’s message series is a 

call to live out the deepest calling and meaning of our faith in 

turbulent times.   

 

September 11         Kingdom 

September 18        Culture 

September 25         Mission 

October 2               Human Dignity 

October 23             Religious Liberty 

October 30             Family Stability 

November 6          Convictional Kindness 

November 13         Onward, Christian Soldiers 

Fall Message series 

A NATIONWIDE PRAYER EVENT FOR WOMEN 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23  —  7-10 P.M. 

CRYOUT.COM   l   #CRYOUT 

The nation faces this fall with bated breath.  

many people, feeling helpless, turn to social 

media to express opinions, emotions, 

hopes, and fears.  We can do better.   

Our God offers us better.  

Upper Arlington Lutheran Church 
2300 Lytham Road  Columbus 43220  

Sympathy to :  
Carol Kirn on the death of her brother,  

Jerry Kearns, August 26, 2016. 

 

Mark and Julie Large on the death of Julie’s 

mother, Carol Smith, August 21, 2016. 

 

Dave and Dolores Suckow on the death of 

Dolores’ mother Bessie Walker, August 20. 

 

Don Middleton on the death of his mother, 

Dorothy Middleton, August 15, 2016 

 

Bette Coles on the death of her husband, 

Bill Coles, July 22, 2016. 

 

Paul and Sandy Baldridge on the death of 

Paul’s mother Millie Baldridge, June 28. 

 

Rick Armstrong on the death of his step 

father, Dan Mahoney, June 28, 2016. 

 

Sean Billingslea on the death of his father, 

Hurdie Billingslea, June 21, 2016. 

S  e  p  t  e  m  b  e  r   2 0 1 6 



Valley Forge Reading 

Orientation and Training Session 

Thursday, September 22 

1:15—2:15 p.m. in the Chapel 

Fall session begins Thursday,  

September 29. 



Congratu lat ions  to :  

Thank you for all your kindness, thoughts, cards and 

food.  That luncheon was exceptional.  Bill would 

have eaten himself silly as did the rest of us.  Karl 

Road is definitely a caring, loving church.  Thank you 

for your support.                  The Coles Family 
 

We want to express our heartfelt appreciation for 

the time, talents and expressions of love and sym-

pathy shown to us after the passing of our Mother.    

Kari Lashley, Joellen Landman and the lunch volun-

teers worked hard so the family could experience 

the services and greetings from family and friends.  

So many contributed to this day.  To all, we thank 

you for the many cards, calls, and conversations re-

garding Mother.  We are overwhelmed with thanks.     

         Larry, Stephen, Paul & David Baldridge 
 

Words cannot express our gratitude at the outpour-

ing of love you have shown our family during our 

time of loss.  Thank you for the flowers, and your 

prayers.                 Billingslea family. 
 

Diane Mahoney, Rick Armstrong’s mother, and his 

stepfather Dan, were very grateful for the gift they 

received to help them get home from Georgia after 

Dan suffered a heart attack in March.  Dan passed 

away June 28, 2016. 
 

Thank you for the pretty planter sent to use for the 

loss of Paul’s brother Dean Vestal.   

   Paul & Rosemary Vestal 
 

Thank you so much for the lovely flowers and the 

program. They were beautiful.  Shirley Rice & family 
 

Thank you Glenn Myres and Richard Smith for the 

nice visit, the pizza and time of prayer.  

               Len Artis 

parents Chad & Kristin 

Stellabotte and grandpar-

ents Jeff & Kari Lashley on 

the birth of Olivia Grace 
August 9, 2016.  Avery and 

Herschel are her admirers. 

Ministry Change for the Trumbos 
 
Jared Trumbo served as our Youth Director from 2000—2008.  We 

came to love Jared, his wife, Chyloe, and their four active boys.  As a 

church, we have supported the Trumbos from our mission budget 

when they served as missionaries in China and, more recently, as 

directors of the International Friendships Inc. (IFI) ministry on the 

University of North Carolina campus.  Here is Jared’s explanation as 

to a change of ministry in his own words. 

 
I am excited to announce that I have been hired as the new Associate  

Pastor of Vintage Church Midtown—Raleigh, NC.  We will be transitioning 

from our ministry to international students to this full-time position in June. 

 

I told my wife about two years ago that the Lord was pulling my desires 

toward a more pastoral ministry.  Shortly thereafter, the church where we 

were serving as volunteer leaders closed.  This greatly accelerated what 

the Lord had already started in me, as we knew we had to be obedient to 

Him.   We eventually found a new church, and we committed the next year 

to praying and seeking the Lord for what specifically this was going to look 

like.  We had dozens of conversations, and even a possible opportunity in 

another state, but for some reason the Lord was telling us to be patient.  

During this time we began to serve and fall in love with our new church.  

The church is just over three years old, still very much in church planting 

mode as we meet in a high school, and the Lord is doing some great things 

in the people.  Our Pastor invited me to begin walking through the exten-

sive elder process. That conversation evolved into, “ I want you to be our 

Associate Pastor and help me build this church.”  I begin this month. 

 

This obviously meant that I was going to have to leave the ministry of Inter-

national Friendships, ministering to international students of UNC.  Know-

ing that this would eventually be the case, I began praying that the Lord 

would provide in such a way that it made leaving easy.  Leaving a ministry 

you have poured your life into is never easy, but knowing that it is posi-

tioned to not just survive but to grow and thrive after you leave makes it a 

whole lot easier.  There are more people serving internationals at UNC 

now through IFI than ever before (and since we don’t have to move, I can 

still be involved as a volunteer!), which allows us to follow the Lord with 

confidence knowing that what we helped build will continue to flourish. 

 

Another area of closure will be that of support raising.  For the last nine 

years we have had to raise 100% of our own support to be able to do the 

ministry to which the Lord called us as a full time occupation—first in 

China and later in international student ministry.  On the surface it may 

seem that no longer needing to raise our own support is cause for much 

rejoicing and dancing in the streets.  The reality is that this is a loss that 

has led to a reaction that borders on mourning.  The relationships with 

churches and individuals built through raising support, even if we don’t 

regularly communicate verbally, provide a spiritual connection that is 

unlike any other type of relationship.  It has not only been the dollars given 

that have sustained us for the last nine years, but the encouragement of 

brothers and sisters in Christ, the faith building inherently included in the 

process, the prayers that went behind those dollars, and the affirmation of 

the Lord’s call on our lives through financial support that has carried us 

along in otherwise extremely difficult ministry.  I now fully understand 

Paul’s words in his letter to the Philippians, when he says things like, “I 

thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of 

mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in 

the gospel from the first day until now.” 

 

I may still send out occasional updates, if it is OK with you all.  I will prob-

ably still post on the blog occasionally.  I am excited to hear how the Lord 

is going to use funds that some of you have given to us monthly for the past 

nine years to bless other ministries and ministers.  I’d love to tell you more 

about our story if you have the time or just want to catch up—919-302-

2458.  Some people have told us “congratulations” as I have shared about 

our transition—and we are thankful for the enthusiasm, as we are also 

excited.  I recently shared about my new job with a pastor friend who has 

many years of pastoral experience, and his response was much more sober.  

He expressed joy in that we were following the Lord with confi-

dence, but he also expressed empathy because he knew the weight 

of what is lying ahead.  Please pray for us in this transition.  Pray 

that the Lord would build his house through us here in Midtown 

Raleigh (Psalm 127:1). 

 With Love and Gratitude, 

  Jared and Chyloe Trumbo and boys 

Ministry Change continued: 



The Karl Road Baptist Church 

Published Feb-Jun, Sep-Dec Volume 16 Issue #5 

Deadline for Next October Issue September 10 

We ekl y  Event s  

Sunday—  

   9:00a  Bridge Class 
   9:00a  Sunday School 
  10:15a Praise Prelude 
  10:30a Worship 
 
Monday— 

   7:00p Westerville Group (Sep 12) 
 
Tuesday— 

   8:00a Work Team 
   9:15p Bible Study Fellowship Leaders 
   5:30p Football Practice till 8:30p 
   6:30p Homebuilders (1st & 3rd) 
   7:00p RopeHolders 
   7:00p Al-non (306) 
   7:30p Worthington Group 

 
Wednesday— 

  6:15p Clubs, Engage  
  6:30p Choir, Sewing 
  8:00p  Praise Team  
 
Thursday— 
   9:15a Bible Study Fellowship 
 1:15-2:15p Reading Buddies (Sep 29) 
   5:30p Football Practice till 8:30p 

   6:00p Manney Group 
 
Friday—  

   9:30a Mother’s Day Out 
 
Saturday—  

   8:30a –5p Another Level Football Games 


