d e c e m b e r

Christmas Conspiracy
We’ve heard the call to the missional lifestyle this year. Pastor Rick challenged us to take on our role as salt, light, ambassadors, fisherman, farmers, and carriers of hope. Living a missional lifestyle is simply being available to point people to
Jesus for salvation and transformation with your lips and your
life every day and in any situation.
What better time of year to be intentional about pointing
people to Jesus than Christmas? Sometimes we get so busy
with the happenings of the holiday that we may even forget to look at Jesus ourselves. It is true that we are here
to know and worship Jesus and to make him known, so
that others will worship him too.
That is our purpose at Christmas and in
every season of the year.
That is just what Christmas Conspiracy is all about.
It is a call to worship fully, spend less, give more,
and love all. Will you join the conspiracy?
Before you say “yes”, I want you to think about
the cost. Not money cost (though that could
happen), I’m talking about the cost of sacrifice
or change, the cost of energy and time, the cost of looking
foolish or awkward, or the cost of tradition for the sake of
truth. I don’t know what being a part of the Christmas Conspiracy will cost you, but I don’t want you to quickly say yes
without considering the cost. You may have to alter your
plans, change your course, or be required to go out of your
way this Christmas.
Now, will you join the Conspiracy?
Will you [worship fully] this Christmas? This may require you
to close your eyes, clap your hands, sit down or stand up.
This may require you to sing praise songs at the top of your
lungs in the car, while those in the cars next to you think you
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are crazy. This may require you to set aside your comfort, your
sense of safety, your paper and the morning coffee in exchange
for an hour of prayer. Christmas is the celebration of Christ’s
birth, he deserves celebration: one that is creative, loud, and
directs every heart his way.
Will you [spend less] and [give more]? This may require that
you give one less gift to those important people in your life.
This may require you give only one gift to those people. You
might be called to give Christmas money to an orphanage in
Africa or to help the homeless. If you join the Conspiracy
you may surely be called to give more: more time, more
energy, more thoughts, more sacrifice, more courage, more of the things
that are super meaningful in the lives of the
people God brings across your path.
Will you [love all] this Christmas? If you take the
challenge and begin to see other’s the way God sees
them, you just might be moved to action. You may
be called to spend time with someone that you
haven’t really liked all that much. You might hold
the door for a hoard of shoppers wanting to get
in, letting them all be first, even the rude people. This might
require you to have a heart level conversation with a family
member that you have been estranged from. You might be
called to share about Jesus and his gospel with someone. Loving all could be really messy. Loving all will be utterly God honoring, humbling, and likely a huge blessing.
If you have read all of this, considered it deeply, and felt the
call of the Lord to jump in with both feet, then welcome to
Christmas Conspiracy 2012. You just signed on for an adventure in missional living with a Christmas twist. Next time you
come to church, grab an ornament off the Christmas Conspiracy tree in the lobby, flip it over and find out what to do next.

We seek to Glorify God by building a family of believers passionate about Him
where people are Loved the way they are, Urged to become more like Christ,
and Equipped to share Christ in word and deed.

Holiday Schedule
Sat, Dec 1
Dec 1
Sun, Dec 2
Dec 2
Sun, Dec 9
Dec 9
Sun, Dec 16
Dec 16

10:00 a.m. Women’s Christmas Brunch
5:00—7:00p.m. Friends & Buddies Respite
10:30 a.m. Communion
6:00 p.m. Memorial Service
10:30 a.m. Baptism
6:00 p.m. Children’s Program
10:30 a.m. Choir Musical
12:00 p.m. Business Meeting

Mon, Dec 24

6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve program

Dec 24

Christmas Eve Day—Office Closed

Dec 25

Christmas Day—Office Closed

Wed, Dec 26

NO EVENING PROGRAMMING

Mon, Dec 31

New Year’s Eve—Office Closed

Mon, Jan 1

New Year’s Day—Office Closed

Wed, Jan 2

NO EVENING PROGRAMMING

Advent Message Series
Christmas is a time of so much anticipation! We anticipate the sights and smells of the Christmas season, the
special gatherings with friends and family, the wonderful meals and Christmas cookies, decorating the Christmas tree and the unique worship opportunities provided during the Christmas season just to name a few.
The Advent season is a time of spiritual anticipation as
well. We await… prepare… long for… and look forward to the coming of the Babe of Bethlehem. More
than any other biblical author, the prophet Isaiah, anticipated the coming of Jesus and what it would mean not
only for the Jewish people but for the whole world. This
Advent season, you are invited to see the coming of
Jesus, the Messiah, through Isaiah’s unique perspective.

Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 9
6:00 p.m.
Preschool children through 5 graders will engage
you in what they have learned through the children’s version of Lessons and Carols.

Christmas Choir Musical
Sunday, December 16
10:30 a.m.
This is the much anticipated Christmas presentation brought to us by the Chancel Choir. As with
all our services, this is a great time to invite family, friends and neighbors.

Christmas Sunday Service
Sunday, December 23
10:30 a.m.

Poinsettias
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia in honor/or memory of someone, call the church office at 614-8853919. Cost per plant is $7.30.

Hat & Mitten Tree
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Monday, December 24
6:00 p.m.

Located in the lobby is our Hat and
Mitten tree. Please feel free to place
hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves
on the tree. After the new year, we will
send these items to the Clintonville
Community Resource Center for them
to distribute to those in need.

Christmas Care
Basket Ministry
This form will be in the bulletin on
Sunday.

Goal $2,500

Ordering Dates: To Sunday, December 9
Pick-up Date: Sunday, December 16
Please pickup the basket you ordered
after the worship service in the lobby.

The assistance provided by RMMO restores that lifeline and
ongoing connection to the ABC family. Like anyone else, retired ministers and missionaries experience stress and worry
when unexpected expenses arise. RMMO exists to alleviate
stress, worry and the hardship of unexpected expenses ―
and also to say “Thank you for …” the sacrifices our retired
ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses have
made in order to serve the church.
RMMO recipients have used their funds:
• To cover medical expenses for hearing aids, dental services and vision care, which are not typically covered by
Medicare
• To cover emergency medical procedures for themselves
and their families
• To purchase prescription medication not covered under
health insurance
• To make emergency home repairs
Join us to say “Thank you for …” the countless ways ABC’s
retired ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses
have contributed to our congregations.

Sympathy to:
Mark West on the death of his brother-in-law, Steve Iasillo,
November 24.
Harry Toy on the death of his sister, Sandra K. Barido,
November 20.
Diane Bayley on the death of her mother,
Patricia Nelson, November 16.

73 boxes
were contributed
to Samaritan’s Purse

Due
December 30

Name of person ordering and delivering Christmas Basket(s):
____________________________________________________
Phone Number:
__________________
RECIPIENT—one who is not able to get out and around
Name of Recipient: ___________________________________
Phone Number:
__________________
Address:
___________________________________
___________________________________
Dietary Restrictions?
Diabetic ____
Lactose ____
Peanut ____
Other ______________________________________________
Return this form to the welcome desk in the church lobby.
Due to the number of requests, extra help is needed to deliver baskets. If you can help deliver a Christmas Basket, and
can visit with the person for about a half hour, contact
Bob Mulvaine by phone 614-891-1782 or e-mail Bob at
bmulvaine@insight.rr.com

Annual Congregational
Business Meeting
Sunday, December 16
immediately following the Worship Service
Members expected; Visitors welcome!
Members will be asked to vote on Ministry Council
members beginning new terms of office and approve the 2013 financial budget of the church.

Dan & Michelle Sarver
144 Allview Road
Westerville, OH 43081
426-4246

Angela Pogue
5597 Warner View Lane
Westerville, OH 43081
329-2007

December 2012
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

S at

D
10:00a Women’s Brunch
4:30p West/Hermon Wedding
5-7p Respite

E

Communion

G

F

H

I

J

L

Baptism

DC

DD

6:00p Children’s
Program/ Sanc &
FH

DI

DE

DJ

DK

DL

EC
9:15p No BSF

EG

Office Closed

EH

EI

6:00p Christmas
Eve Service

FC

DF

7:00p Long
Range Planning

10:30a Christmas
Choir
12:00p Business
Meeting

EF

K
9:30a Practice for
Children’s
Program

6:00p Memorial
Service/ Sanc &
FH

FD

EJ

DG

DH

6:00p Wedding
Rehearsal

8:00a Men’s
Breakfast
1:30p Ash/Haley
Wedding

ED

EE

7:00p Youth 3rd
Friday Night

EK

EL

9:15p No BSF

Office Closed

T o g e t h e r > B e l o n g i n g, B e c o m i n g, a n d Bu i l d i n g f o r t h e G l o r y o f G o d.

W e e kl y E v e n t s
Sunday—
9:00a Sunday School
10:15a Praise Prelude
10:30a Worship
6:00p Zomi Church/210
Monday—
12:00p Columbus Group/Chapel
7:00p Westerville Group
Tuesday—
8:00a Work Team
9:15a Bible Study Fellowship Leaders
7:00p Rope Holders
7:30p Outnumbered Group (1st & 3rd)
7:30p Worthington Group

Wednesday—
6:00p Fellowship Dinner
6:00p Praise Team
6:30p Clubs, Sewing, Exercise, Comp.
7:00p Choir
Thursday—
9:15a Bible Study Fellowship
6-7p Organ Practice
7:00p Connect Group
Friday—
6:00a High School Prayer/Chapel
9:30a Mother’s Day Out (not 21st & 28th)
6:00p Remick Group (2d & 4th Fridays)

