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BE FULL OF INTEGRITY                                                                         EXODUS 20:15 

 

Back in the American frontier days, there was a settlement in the West whose citizens 
were engaged in the lumber business.  The town felt they wanted a church. They built a 
building and called a minister. The preacher moved into the settlement and was well 
received – at least at first. Then one afternoon he happened to see some of his church 
members dragging some logs, which had been floated down the river from another 
village upstream, onto the bank.  Each log was marked with the owner's stamp on one 
end.  To his great distress, the minister saw his members pulling in the logs, sawing off 
the end where the telltale stamp appeared, and keeping the logs for themselves.  The 
following Sunday he preached a strong sermon on the commandment we are going to 
consider today - "Thou shall not steal."  At the close of the service, his people lined up 
and offered enthusiastic congratulations: "Wonderful message, Pastor." "Mighty fine 
preaching." "Keep up the good work."  It wasn't the response he expected, so he went 
home to prepare his sermon for the following Sunday.  He preached on the same text, 
the same commandment, but gave it a different ending.  He said, "Yes, thou shall not 
steal, but thou shall also not cut off the end of thy neighbor's logs."  When he got 
through, the congregation ran him out of town.  For many people, stealing or, for that 
matter, any lapse in integrity is what other people do – certainly not us!    
 
We’ve been taking a journey this fall through the Ten Commandments – God’s Big Ten.  
We’ve been learning they’re laws that liberate us to enjoy fully life as God intended.  
They’re not shifting suggestions we’re free to ignore without painful consequences.  
You’ve probably heard the old observation:  “You cannot break the law of God; you can 
only break yourself upon it.”  Lot of truth in that observation.  You might say, “What do 
you mean, Rick?  Of course I can break the law of God!”   The point is that the law of 
God stands firm.  You can’t break it apart, or dissolve it, or change it.  And if you attempt 
to, what ends up broken…is you.  Let’s read God’s Big Ten again today as we’ve been 
doing each Sunday.   
 
Now today we’re going to drill down on number eight in God’s Big Ten:  “You must not 
steal.”  (Ex. 20:15 NLT)  Granted some of these commandments seem a little out there 
and hard to apply to our lives, but stealing hits closer to home.  It’s very likely you’ve 
been the victim of some kind of theft in your life.  And probably most of us here today 
have been guilty of stealing at some level including yours truly!  I remember as a young 
kid helping myself to my dad’s change box.  He had this box in his desk at home where 
he put his loose change.  For some reason, I concluded it was sort of a community, 
“help yourself” change box.  Dad had to set me straight on that one!  What was God 
after here?  God wants us to be people who are full of integrity.  The fact is there are a 
whole lot of ways to steal.  There are a lot of ways to be a thief.  It’s appropriate to ask 
ourselves often, “Where do I need to grow in the area of integrity?”  So, I invite us to… 
 
HOW TO CHECK OUR INTEGRITY REGULARLY. 

 

How?  It’s healthy to ask yourself some questions periodically.  Here’s the first question 
to ask about your integrity:  Am I stealing from others?  Be careful not to answer too 
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quickly.  Stealing is simply taking something that belongs to someone else without his or 
her knowledge or consent.  We usually think of it has stealing someone’s money or 
property.  That’s the most obvious kind of stealing.  Outright theft.  Nobody has to 
convince us burglary or armed robbery is wrong.  But so is something as seemingly 
harmless as shoplifting.  Have you ever heard of the National Association for Shoplifting 
Prevention (NASP)? I hadn’t.  It’s an organization dedicated to educating the public 
about the threats of shoplifting.  According to the NASP, more than $13 billion worth of 
goods are stolen from retailers each year.  That’s approximately $35 million in 
merchandise every day!  One in 11 people will shoplift at some point in their lives.  
Some 10 million people have been caught shoplifting in the last five years.  You know 
as well as I do we consumers end up having to pay for shoplifting.  The cost of it gets 
passed along to us in the form of higher prices.  So every act of shoplifting defrauds 
both the store as well as you and me as consumers.  It’s a form of outright theft.   
 
Stealing can happen by delaying or defaulting on what I owe others. If you’ve purchased 
something and agreed to pay for it within a certain amount of time and then you don’t, 
that’s stealing.  If you’ve agreed to pay back a loan and you default on it, that’s stealing.  
The Bible says, “The wicked borrow and never repay.” (Ps. 37:21 NLT)  Fred Smith, a 
Christian businessman and leader, had a young man from a well-known Christian 
ministry approach him for financial support.   He said to Fred, “I’ve recently purchased a 
van on faith for our ministry.  Would you contribute to pay off the loan?”  Fred asked 
him, “Did the car dealer know you didn’t have the money?”  “Uh, no.”  Fred observed, 
“Then you didn’t buy it on your faith.  You bought it on his faith.  I recommend returning 
the van.”  Be careful spiritualizing what’s really a lack of integrity. 
 

Stealing happens when you deceive customers or the government.  When a repairman 
makes unnecessary repairs, or a doctor orders unnecessary tests, or a salesman skips 
over the fine print, or when you sell a car and fail to inform the buyer of its mechanical 
problems, it’s all a form of stealing.  God cares about stuff like that?  Of course, He 
does.  God’s Word makes it plain He considers dishonest business a form of stealing.  
“Listen to this, you who rob the poor and trample down the needy!...  You measure out 
grain with dishonest measures and cheat the buyer with dishonest scales….  I will never 
forget the wicked things you have done!” (Am. 8:4-5, 7 NLT)  Tax evasion is stealing.  
By all means, take every legitimate deduction available, but when we say to ourselves, 
“Well, the government wastes my money, so I’m entitled to claim less income than I 
actually make or invent deductions to which I’m not entitled,” you’re being a thief.  The 
Bible says, “Give to everyone what you owe them:  Pay your taxes and government 
fees to those who collect them.” (Rom 13:7 NLT)  Be full of integrity.  It matters. 
 
Stealing happens when you defraud employers or employees.  What do you call adding 
items to your expense account to which you’re not entitled?  Stealing.  How about taking 
homes supplies, equipment, or merchandise without permission?  Stealing.  If you work 
less hours than you’re supposed to or you give a half-hearted effort in your work?  
Stealing.  If you refuse to pay an employee what he or she deserves?  Stealing.  
Whether you’re an employee or an employer, we all answer to God ultimately.  The 
Bible says to employees, “Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were 
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working for the Lord rather than for people.” (Col. 3:23 NLT)  The Bible says to 
employers, “Masters, be just and fair….  Remember that you also have a Master—in 
heaven.” (Col. 4:1 NLT)  In other words, you might be a boss in this life, but always 
remember you have a Boss in Heaven and He wants you to treat anyone working for 
you with generosity and integrity.  It matters to God. 
 
Stealing can also happen in non-monetary ways - like when we deprive someone of 
what rightfully belongs to him or her.  Whenever you withhold love from people, it’s a 
form of theft.  In fact, the Bible says there’s one debt we all owe and we can never fully 
repay it.  What’s that?  “Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one 
another.” (Rom 13:8 NLT)  Jesus said, “‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Mt. 22:39 
NLT)  When you spread gossip about someone or you make some unkind, less than 
truthful statement about his or her character, that’s stealing.  When you don’t honor your 
parents, you’re stealing.  When you don’t give your kids proper instruction, guidance, 
and loving attention, you’re stealing.  When you don’t make every effort to expose your 
child to a life transforming relationship with Jesus, you’re stealing.  Be full of integrity. 
 
Here’s a second question to ask yourself from time to time.  Am I stealing from my 
family or myself?  How so?  Excessive debt is a form of theft.  It’s like taking money out 
of your spouse’s pocket or your kids’ pockets.  Materialism is a form of theft – pursuing 
money and the things money can buy above all else.  It robs your family and you of 
appropriate financial security and puts everyone in financial danger.  Gambling is a 
growing nuisance in our culture.  The benefits are dubious and the drawbacks are 
profound.  No, I can’t find a Scripture that explicitly says gambling is a sin, but I can find 
many Scriptures that condemn the foolish use of money.  Did you buy tickets for the big 
lottery here a few weeks ago?  Excuse the image, but if you’d used that cash as toilet 
paper it would at least have had some momentary value!  Gambling is an effective way 
to rob yourself and your family of money better used elsewhere or given to someone in 
need.  How about being a workaholic?  When you deprive your spouse and kids of the 
time and the relational bonds that God intends for you to enjoy, it’s stealing.  When you 
volunteer for a work schedule that keeps you or your family away from worshiping God 
regularly, it’s stealing.  When you rob yourself or your family of anything they deserve, 
or they need, or God wants you and them to have, it’s theft.  It’s a matter of integrity. 

A third question.  Am I stealing from God?  How is that possible?  The most obvious 
way is to withhold the tithe.  God asked this question, “‘Should people cheat God?  Yet 
you have cheated me!  But you ask, “What do you mean? When did we ever cheat 
you?”  You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me.’”  (Mal. 3:8 NLT)  
The Bible makes it clear that everything we own in life belongs to God ultimately.  For 
reasons known only to God, He asks us to return to Him and His work in this world at 
least the tithe or 10% of our income.  He could have demanded 20% or 50%, but 
instead He said at least 10%.  For some of us, God may very well want and expect a 
higher percentage.  The tithe doesn’t just apply to pastors, church leaders, or super 
spiritual people.  It’s what every follower of Jesus is expected to give.  If you’re not 
giving the Lord what belongs to Him – the tithe – I’m not calling you a thief.  God did.   
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The fact is most followers of Jesus don’t tithe.  Some statistics put it at 90% or more. 
Some give nothing to their church or any other ministry or missionary.  Some people 
say, “Well, that’s just an Old Testament rule.  I’m not a legalist.” Well, God’s Big Ten are 
Old Testament rules, too.  They don’t apply to you either?  It’s easy to overlook 
something Jesus said to the Pharisees about tithing.  “‘For you are careful to tithe even 
the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of 
the law—justice, mercy, and faith.  You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more 
important things.’” (Mt. 23:23 NLT)  Jesus assumed the Old Testament pattern of 
financial giving should be perpetuated not abandoned.  Others says, “Well, I just don’t 
have the money to give a tithe.”  No, the real issue is you don’t want to bring your 
finances under God’s authority or be accountable to Him for how you spend your 
money.  Still others say, “I’ll get around to tithing someday.”  That’s kind of like saying, “I 
have a problem with lying, adultery, or idolatry.  I’m going to give them up entirely in six 
months.”  If giving to the Lord is a matter of integrity and honesty, it needs to start today.   

You and I can steal from God in other ways, too.  When you refuse to discover how the 
Holy Spirit has gifted you or refuse to put those gifts to use in His Kingdom, that’s 
stealing.  When you refuse to pray for lost people you know, or ignore opportunities to 
build a relationship with them so God can use you to point them to Jesus, that’s 
stealing.  How so?  God’s method of reaching spiritually lost people is through the ones 
He’s already reached – you and me.  When you make yourself unavailable to God, 
that’s stealing.  The most profound way to steal from God, however, is to refuse to 
surrender your life to Him and follow Jesus.  He created you.  He sent His Son, Jesus, 
into this world to die for your sins, rise again, and make it possible for you to have an 
eternal relationship with Him.  Every day you resist His love and grace, you rob God of 
what rightfully belongs to Him.  Namely, you.  It’s a matter of integrity.  In addition to 
checking our integrity regularly, may the Lord help you and me to… 

HOW TO MAINTAIN OUR INTEGRITY REGARDLESS. 

How do you do that?  First, remember the negative effects of dishonesty. Any lack of 
lapse in integrity is like a spiritual or moral cancer that negatively affects you and those 
around you.  When you allow dishonesty to take root in your life, it will impact your 
personal reputation.  People will not trust you.  They’ll keep you at arm’s length.  A 
pattern of dishonesty can even ruin your relationship with the people closest to you in 
this life – members of your own family.  I’ve known people who’ve had to distance 
themselves from their own flesh and blood because they knew they’d be taken 
advantage of.  Most serious of all, dishonesty will disrupt your relationship with God 
Himself.  God will not allow you to live deceptively without removing any peace of mind 
or heart.  If you want to be miserable day in and day out, just continue to be dishonest.   

Here’s another way to maintain your integrity.  Reflect often on my need for personal 
integrity.  Why?  A fact - because God is always watching me.  The Bible says, “For 
God watches how people live; he sees everything they do.” (Job 34:21 NLT)  You can 
fool other people.  You can the government, or your employer, or your neighbors, even 
people you go to church with.  You can never fool God.  Nothing escapes His all- 
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knowing eye and one day you and I will stand before Him to give an account of our 
lives.  Another fact - because I will be reap whatever I sow.  That principle is found 
throughout the Bible.  It works out both positively and negatively.  There’s a spiritual law 
built into the universe that’s just as real as the physical law of gravity.  If you plant corn, 
you get corn.  Not tomatoes.  So, on the one hand, if you cheat people, you will get 
cheated.  If you treat others dishonestly, you yourself will become a victim of 
dishonesty.  On the other hand, if you treat people with integrity and generosity, those 
will come back to you in some way, shape, or form.  I’m not saying a life of honesty and 
integrity is going to be a pain free life.  There is no such life this side of Heaven.  I’m not 
claiming you’ll never be a victim of dishonesty just because you’re honest.  I am saying 
when you practice integrity, you will end up living the fullest, happiest, most productive 
kind of life possible on this planet.  God has ways of rewarding honest people who set 
their hearts on walking before Him with integrity. 

Here’s a final way to maintain your integrity regardless.  Practice integrity as a way of 
life.  What does that look like?  Make restitution whenever possible.  The fact is that all 
of us have had lapses in integrity.  Each and every one of us.  Ask God to forgive you.  
In addition, whenever possible, make things right.  Maybe you need to send a check to 
a store with a note that says, “Years ago, I stole something from you.  I need to make it 
right.  Here’s money to cover my theft.”  Maybe you need to call your past or present 
employer and say, “I need to make something right.  I’m sending a check tomorrow.”  
I’m reminded of the man who sent an anonymous letter to the Internal Revenue Service 
along with a check for $500 that said, “I’ve cheated the IRS.  Here’s $500.  P.S:  If I still 
feel guilty, I’ll send the rest later.”   That’s not exactly making things right, is it?  A better 
example was that little scoundrel, Zacchaeus, who climbed a tree in Jericho so he could 
get a glimpse of Jesus.  Zacchaeus was a dishonest tax collector, but when Jesus 
talked to him about his spiritual need, Zacchaeus offered to pay back everyone he’d 
cheated four times over.  Jesus’ response?  He said, “Salvation has come to this home 
today.” (Lk. 19:10 NLT)  Genuine repentance involves more than just feeling sorry and 
often more than just saying you’re sorry.  It calls for the added step of making things 
right whenever and however possible. 

Practice integrity as a way of life. What does that look like?  Be honestly industrious.  
There’s a Bible verse that connects working honestly and not stealing.  “If you are a 
thief, quit stealing.  Instead, use your hands for good hard work, and then give 
generously to others in need.” (Eph. 4:28 NLT)  Because God has written certain moral 
laws into the universe, we live in a moral universe.  Get rich quick schemes are 
fantasies 99.9% of the time.  Instead, work faithfully.  Do the work God’s provided to you 
as if you’re working for the Lord which is exactly what you’re doing!  Then, save.  Invest 
wisely.  Tithe to the Lord’s work and give generously to those in need.  Stop with the 
excuses!  Just do it.  The long term result is you’ll be better off financially and in every 
other way.  You’ll also enjoy peace in your heart and a clear conscience before God.  
Integrity is its own reward in the end.  Be honestly industrious. 

Practice integrity as a way of life.  What does that look like?  Be joyfully generous.  Do 
you know what’s the opposite of stealing?  No, it’s not saving.  It’s not just not stealing 
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either!  The opposite of stealing is generosity.  The opposite of taking from others what 
doesn’t belong to you is giving to others what does belong to you.  Do you see that in 
the same verse we just looked at a minute ago?   “If you are a thief, quit stealing.  
Instead, use your hands for good hard work, and then give generously to others in 
need.” (Eph. 4:28 NLT)  For a follower of Jesus, the best reason to hold a job isn’t to get 
rich yourself.  No, instead it now gives you the ability to be generous to those in need.  
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Church, had a very wise, simple, and 
memorable guideline he lived by.  “Make all you can, save all you can, give all you can.”  
The fact is you can go through your life being a giver or a taker.  Only the givers ever 
get the joy.   You can go through life with an open hand toward others or a closed fist.  
Only the people with the open hand ever get the joy.  Jesus said it best, “‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’”  (Acts 20:35 NLT)  Be joyfully generous. 

You don’t have to be rich to be generous.  In the city of Brotherly Love – Philadelphia - 
sometimes generosity extends past boundaries of gender or class.  According to a 
GoFundMe page established on his behalf, Johnny Bobbitt Jr. recently purchased a 
home with more than $400,000 that were donated to him, all resulting from an act of  
kindness he made last fall.  Last November, Kate McClure ran out of gas driving her car 
on I-95.  While weighing her options for help, she was approached by a then-homeless 
Bobbitt – a Marine veteran - who walked up to her car.  Bobbitt told her that the roadside 
area was unsafe, instructed her to lock the car's doors, and then proceeded to walk to a 
gas station where he spent his last $20 on a red fuel can.  Floored by his selfless 
generosity, McClure later told people, "Johnny did not ask me for a dollar, and I couldn't 
repay him at that moment because I didn't have any cash, but I have been stopping by 
his spot for the past few weeks. I wish I could do more for this selfless man, who went 
out of his way just to help me that day."  Several months and many donations later, 
Bobbitt's kindness has been returned in an overwhelming gesture of crowd-funded 
generosity.  He’s also said he’s donating some of the money given to him to a grade 
school student who is helping another homeless veteran.   
 
Johnny Bobbitt didn’t have to be generous.  He had every reason not to be.  On the 
other end of the spectrum, God didn’t have to be generous.  Considering how we as 
human beings have treated Him, He had every reason not to be.  But, instead, He 
demonstrated the greatest act of generosity the universe will ever witness.  He gave His 
Son to die on the cross for our sins, rise from the dead, and make it possible for you and 
me to enjoy an eternal relationship with Him.  Let’s celebrate that wonderful fact as we 
gather at the Lord’s Table and let’s ask God to fill our hearts with new generosity toward 
Him and toward others.   

 

 


