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“WHAT WILL BE THE SIGN OF YOUR COMING?”                                        MARK 13 

 

The New York Times has called Elon Musk "arguably the most successful and important 
entrepreneur in the world."  It's an easy case to make: He's probably the only person 
who has started four billion-dollar companies: PayPal, Tesla, SpaceX, and Solar City.  
But at his core, Musk is not a businessman or entrepreneur. He's an engineer, inventor 
and, as he puts it, a "technologist."   In an interview, Musk was asked the following:  “Do 
you believe in God?” Musk:  “I try to let the weight of evidence determine my opinion.”  
“Do you have a spiritual practice?”  Musk:  “Not really.  I believe in science.”  “What do 
you think happens when you die?”  Musk: “I think you cease to exist.  I hope I'm wrong 
in a positive way.  But most likely, you're just gone.” 
 

Interesting question:  What do you think happens when you die?  Here are three 
popular answers to that question in American culture today.  The first answer is that 
after death, there is nothing for anyone.  No Heaven.  No Hell.  No God.  No devil.  You 
and I will just simply cease to exist.  That’s what Elon Musk believes.  The second 
answer is that after death, everyone will end up in Heaven eventually.  Regardless of 
what God you worship, how you live, or what you believe, God – whoever or whatever 
He, She, or It may be – will invite you into some kind of after life experience.  The third 
answer is probably the one most Americans believe.  After death, good people will go to 
Heaven and bad people will go to Hell.  There’s no agreement on how you define “good” 
or “bad;” nevertheless, that’s probably the majority answer.  Those three very different 
answers have one thing in common:  none of them is the answer found in the Bible.   
 
We’re in the midst of a message series considering several questions people asked 
Jesus and He answered during Holy Week – that seven day period of time between 
what we call Palm Sunday (March 25th this year) and Easter Sunday (April 1st this year).  
Each question and Jesus’ answer gives us insight into who Jesus was and is and 
deepens our understanding of what His life, death, and resurrection means for us today.  
Sometime during that week, the disciples asked Jesus a question about the future.  
Let’s begin today by reading the first four verses of Mark 13.  Jesus spent some part of 
Holy Week at the great temple in Jerusalem – the central place of worship for the 
Jewish people.  His disciples were awed and impressed by the beauty and 
magnificence of this structure.  It was a most impressive building.  The courts, 
balconies, porches, and pillars were made of white marble overlaid with gold.  Some of 
the stones weighed in at over 100 tons.  It was one of the architectural wonders of the 
ancient world.  It’s no wonder Jesus’ followers were shocked and dumbfounded when 
Jesus said to them, “‘Yes, look at these great buildings.  But they will be completely 
demolished.  Not one stone will be left on top of another!’” (Mk. 13:2 NLT).  That 
prompted our question for today, “‘Tell us, when will all this happen? What sign will 
show us that these things are about to be fulfilled?’”  (Mk. 13:4 NLT)  I’m also following 
Matthew’s version of the question which introduces the idea of Jesus coming back or 
returning.  There, the disciples ask, “‘Tell us, when will this happen, and what will be the 
sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”” (Mt. 24:3 NIV)  Let’s get at this 
question and Jesus’ rather lengthy answer by establishing two central truths. 
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ONE INEVITABLE CERTAINTY:  JESUS WILL RETURN 

 

I’ll be frank with you.  This is not the easiest passage in the Bible to understand.  The 
dilemma reminds me of my mother’s glasses.  When I was growing up, I was intrigued 
by Mom’s glasses.  At first she wore bi-focals and I thought it was kind of neat to have 
two separate lens in one – one for reading and one for looking at everything else.  Later 
on in her life, the eye doctor prescribed tri-focals for Mom.  Now Mom had three 
different lenses in one – one for reading, one for middle distance, and one for long 
distance.  I thought this was even more interesting, although Mom was anything but 
delighted by it.  She had to learn how to adjust both her eyes and her head constantly to 
look through the appropriate slot if she was going to see well whatever she looking at.   
 
In a similar way, we have to put on spiritual tri-focals to understand Mark 13.  In v. 5-13 
provides Jesus’ answer to what was going to happen to the first Christians in the years 
right after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and return to Heaven.  Let’s read those verses 
now.  Historians tell us Jesus returned to Heaven around 30 AD.  Everything Jesus 
predicted would happen to the first Christians in those years that followed happened.  
Did false Messiahs appear?  Yes.  Were their wars and rumors of war?  Yes.  Were 
there famines and earthquakes?  Secular historians tell us yes.   Were Christians 
bitterly persecuted?  Yes.  The most famous example is the persecution suffered under 
the Roman Emperor Nero.  He made the Christian community in Rome the scapegoat 
for a devastating fire that burned down most of the city.  Christians were crucified.  
Others were covered with pitch and lit up as torches.  Others were sewn into animal 
skins and given to hungry lions in the Colosseum to be torn to bits.  But despite all that 
persecution, the good news of salvation through Jesus did indeed spread everywhere 
just as Jesus Himself predicted here, “‘For the Good News must first be preached to all 
nations.’” (Mk. 13:10 NLT)  Several times in the Bible “all nations” refer to what 
historians regard as the Greco-Roman world – the world under Roman domination at 
that time – not the entire planet.  Jesus was telling the disciples what to expect in the 
next few years.  And it all came true.  Every bit of it. 
 
I suggest you have to look through a different lens in those spiritual tri-focals to 
understand v. 14-31.  There Jesus predicts a terrible event that actually took place in 70 
AD – some 40 years after He returned to Heaven.  It was the fall of Jerusalem and the 
destruction of the temple by the Roman army.  Let’s read those verses now.  When I 
say, “9/11” probably everyone in this room understands what I’m talking about – the 
attack on our country by Muslim extremists on September 11, 2001.  Jesus predicted 
here what was the 9/11 event of the first century times 100.  Our 9/11 event doesn’t 
begin to compare with the horror of what happened in and around Jerusalem from 66-
70 AD.  Yet another Jewish rebellion against Roman rule culminated in a five month 
long siege of Jerusalem in 70 AD.  The residents were offered total surrender or slow 
starvation.  People who tried to escape the city were crucified by the Romans often at a 
rate of 500 people a day.  People got so hungry some of them ate human and animal 
excrement.  It’s been estimated 1,100,000 people died in that five month long siege and 
another 100,000 survivors were sold into slavery. 
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The Roman army finally broke through the walls of Jerusalem in August of 70 AD.  
Roman soldiers desecrated the temple precincts in a variety of ways and then it was 
burned to the ground and the site leveled.  That’s probably what Jesus meant when He 
said here, “‘When you see “the abomination that causes desolation” standing where it 

does not belong—let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains.’”   (Mk 13:14 NIV)  Did you know that four years before all this happened – in 
66 AD - the entire Christian community that lived in Jerusalem at that time evacuated 
and moved some 65 miles away?  Why?  Because they knew what Jesus had predicted 
and they heeded His warning.  All of it came true.  Every bit of it. 
 
Now, when we read v. 26-27 (NLT), I admit it sounds like the second coming of Jesus.  
There He said, “‘Then everyone will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds with 
great power and glory.  And he will send out his angels to gather his chosen ones from 
all over the world—from the farthest ends of the earth and heaven.’”  I absolutely 
believe in the literal, personal return of Jesus – His second coming – at the end of 
history.  In fact, I believe Jesus referred to it in Mark 13 beginning at v. 32.  I’m not 
convinced, however, that Jesus was talking about His second coming in v. 26-27.  I 
struggle with how best to understand those verses because of Jesus’ emphatic 
statement in v. 30, “‘I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass from the scene 
before all these things take place.’”  He was talking to and about the men and women 
standing right in front of Him at that moment around 30 AD.  Some of them would be 
alive to see everything He predicted about the next 40 years up to and including the 
destruction of Jerusalem.  We know Jesus’ second coming didn’t happen before 70 AD, 
so I conclude Jesus was instead telling His followers that His prediction of Jerusalem’s 
fall and the temple’s destruction would be a sign both to His followers as well as to His 
enemies – many of whom would still be alive in 70 AD – that He was indeed the 
Messiah, the exalted Son of Man, who and what He claimed to be.  Matthew’s version 
of this same question and answer actually uses that word “sign.”  “‘And then at last, the 
sign that the Son of Man is coming will appear in the heavens….’” (Mt. 24:30 NLT)   
 
Regardless of how you might interpret this specific passage, the Bible clearly teaches 
Jesus will return.  What does it say about it?  Here’s five facts.  First of all, it teaches 
that Jesus will come literally and personally from Heaven.  The Bible says, “‘Jesus has 
been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same 
way you saw him go!’” (Acts 1:11 NLT)  Second, all dead followers of Jesus will be 
raised to life.  Their spirits which are with Jesus in Heaven will be re-united with their 
physical remains, but those bodies will be new, resurrected bodies much like the one 
Jesus had after His resurrection.  “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven 
with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of 
God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their graves.” (1 Th. 4:16  NLT)  I 
love the perspective of a dear old saint known as Mrs. Blackburn.  One day her pastor 
asked her about death and she said that although she wasn’t afraid of death, she 
preferred to concentrate on Jesus’ return.  “I’m not looking for the undertaker,” she said. 
“I’m looking for the Uppertaker!”  That’s a new name for Jesus – the Uppertaker!   
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Third, all believers who are alive at Jesus’ return will be swept or snatched up to join 
Jesus at His return.  At that moment, living believers will also receive their resurrected 
bodies.  “Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be 
caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord 
forever.” (1 Th. 4:17 NLT)  “It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye….  For 
when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever.  And we 
who are living will also be transformed.  For our dying bodies must be transformed into 
bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed into immortal bodies.”  
(1 Cor. 15:52-53 NLT)  Fourth, the current physical universe will be transformed into the 
new Heavens and the new Earth.  “Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible 
noise, and the very elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and 
everything on it will be found to deserve judgment…. On that day, he will set the 
heavens on fire, and the elements will melt away in the flames.  But we are looking 
forward to the new heavens and new earth he has promised, a world filled with God’s 
righteousness.”  (2 Pt. 3:10, 12-13 NLT)  Finally, everyone will then enter their eternal 
condition: those who have followed Jesus will enter into eternal life while those who 
have rejected Jesus will enter into eternal damnation and death.  “‘And they will go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.’” (Mt. 25:46 NLT)  
Christians may disagree on how to interpret different Bible passages regarding Jesus’ 
return, but we agree there’s one inevitable certainty:  Jesus will return.  But Jesus’ 
answer of the disciples’ question establishes a very important second truth. 

ONE INESCAPABLE CHALLENGE:  BE READY. 

That’s the message of v. 32-37.  Someone might say, “You believe Jesus will actually 
return again?  That’s a myth!  How can you be certain something that sounds so 
fantastic will happen?”  Was Jesus right in v. 5-13 about what was going to happen to 
His followers after He went back to Heaven?  Yes.  Was Jesus right in v. 14-31 about 
happened to Jerusalem and the temple?  Yes.  If Jesus accurately predicted what was 
going to happen, why should He be mistaken about His second coming?  Our 
assurance Jesus will return is based on His absolute integrity and faithfulness.  About 
the most foolish thing anyone can ever do is to fail to take Jesus at His Word – to fail to 
believe that He will do exactly what He has promised to do.  Don’t bet against Jesus!   

James Gordon Bennett was a fabulously wealthy American newspaper publisher.  In 
1835 Bennett started a famous newspaper called The New York Herald.  He had two 
lavish apartments in Paris, a French country estate, and a yacht harbored in Europe.  
He also had three homes in the U.S. even though he hadn't lived in the country for over 
ten years.  But the servants in each of his homes always needed to be prepared for 
Bennett's unexpected arrival.  Each house was fully staffed, ready to serve Bennett 
should he stride in the front door unannounced.  The wine cellars were kept stocked, 
fires roared in the grates, and sheets were turned down every night.  That’s being ready 
for what doesn’t matter.  Jesus calls us to be ready for what does matter. 

Jesus’ made it clear here – and the Bible supports it elsewhere – that His return will be 
sudden, unexpected, and unavoidable.  “No one knows the day or hour when these 
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things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself.  Only the Father 
knows.  And since you don’t know when that time will come, be on guard!  Stay alert!’” 
(Mk. 13:32-33 NLT)   Every now and then some false prophets want to avoid this clear 
teaching of Scripture.  They throw out a date when Jesus will return, or they claim that it 
will happen in a few years, or even that it will occur within this generation.  Avoid these 
people and their teaching like the plague.  Just be ready for Jesus’ return every day.  
Remember our question at the beginning of today’s message?  What do you think 
happens to you when you die? The Bible’s answer is it depends on your relationship to 
Jesus.  What happens to you after death – your eternal destiny - depends on what you 
do with Jesus in this life.  If you aren’t already His follower, being ready is becoming a 
follower of Jesus today. 

What does it mean to be ready?  It all depends on who you are.  If you aren’t a follower 
of Jesus today, here is your inescapable challenge.  Here’s what being ready or getting 
ready means for you.  First of all, repent of your sin.  Repentance is recognizing before 
God and to yourself that you’ve never met God’s standards and never will this side of 
Heaven.  Secondly, confess your sins to God and ask for His forgiveness.  When you 
confess your sins, you simply acknowledge what God already knows.  You’re a sinner – 
a person in need of God’s forgiveness – who can do nothing to merit or deserve a 
relationship with God.  Confession means you acknowledge that your own moral 
goodness is so inadequate before God as to be laughable.  

Thirdly, trust in what Jesus has done for you.  He died on the cross to pay the penalty of 
death for your sins.  God could have required your death for your sins, but instead He 
allowed Jesus to become your substitute.  When you put your trust in Jesus, you invite 
Him to become your Savior.  He takes on the penalty for your sin, and God accepts you 
on the basis of Jesus’ perfect moral goodness not your own.  Fourthly, obey Jesus as 
your Lord for the rest of your life.  You resign as president of your own life and insist 
Jesus hold that position.  You begin to think, act, and react to the different people, 
situations and circumstances that come into your life as Jesus would think, act, and 
react.  Finally, make the decision today.  Why the urgency?  God hasn’t promised you, 
me, or anyone else tomorrow or even the next hour.   

What does it mean to be ready?  It all depends on who you are.  I realize most of us 
here today are indeed followers of Jesus.  Jesus was talking to His disciples here.  So 
how are Christians supposed to get and stay ready for Jesus’ return?  When I look at all 
of what Scripture teaches, it means to live every day as if it is the last day.  That doesn’t 
mean to live your life fearfully – crawling into a hole, so to speak, and just waiting for 
Jesus to come back.  Followers of Jesus are called to a joyful, full, and overcoming life 
lived in and for Jesus each and every day.  It means making and keeping Jesus at the 
very center of my life every day.  Yes, we will all have our challenges and 
disappointments along life’s journey – some of them very deep and painful – but Jesus 
is ands stays our first priority in all things every day.  It means that if today is the last 
day – the very day Jesus returns – then I make living for Him my greatest priority.  
Christian brother or sister, are you living today as if it was the last day? 
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How are Christians supposed to be ready for Jesus’ return?  It also means I keep my 
focus on Heaven and God’s future.  It’s easy to get preoccupied with both this world and 
the present.  Sometimes we can live in such a way that suggests this world is the 
ultimate reality and the Lord’s return is just some sweet fairy tale.  Our primary focus in 
life can become our own financial security, being happy, advancing our career, raising 
kids, or enjoying our retirement.  Readiness means we hold onto the things of this life 
lightly instead of tightly.  The Kingdom of God and the things of God are our primary 
focus.  Other people – their relationship to Jesus and His Kingdom – become a chief 
concern.  Christian brother or sister, is your focus on Heaven and God’s future?   

How are Christians supposed to be ready for Jesus’ return?  It also means I keep my 
focus on this present world in the right way.  I realize that sounds like a direct 
contradiction of what I just said about keeping your focus on Heaven and God’s future.  
Not really.  Being ready means avoiding the other extreme, too.  It’s true – as the old 
saying goes - some Christians can get so heavenly-minded they’re no earthly good.  
Reject the temptation to just give up and do nothing but wait for Jesus to return.  
Because we’re followers of King Jesus, we want to see His Kingdom infiltrate every 
conceivable corner of this sinful, broken world.  So we keep doing things like praying for 
and sharing Jesus with lost people, raising kids who know and love the Lord, discipling 
one another in triads and through other means, protecting the rights of the unborn, 
working for racial justice, battling against poverty and hunger, and doing our best to 
establish godly values in education, business and government – just to name a few 
areas.  Being ready means being the salt and the light Jesus called us to be everywhere 
until the day He returns.  I think Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Christian pastor imprisoned and 
executed by the Nazis, put it very well, “It may be that the day of judgment will dawn 
tomorrow; in that case, we shall gladly stop working for a better future.  But not before.”  
Christian brother or sister, is your focus on the present and this world in the right way?   

Robby Robins was an Air Force pilot during the first Iraq war.  After his 300th mission, 
he was given permission to immediately pull his crew together and fly his plane home. 
They flew across the ocean to Massachusetts and then had a long drive to western 
Pennsylvania. They drove all night, and when his buddies dropped him off at his 
driveway just after sun-up, there was a big banner across the garage—"Welcome Home 
Dad!"  How did his family know?  No one had called them, and Robby and his crew 
hadn't expected to leave so quickly themselves.  Robins remembers, "When I walked 
into the house, the kids, about half dressed for school, screamed, 'Daddy!'  Susan, my 
wife, came running down the hall—she looked terrific—hair fixed, make-up on, and a 
crisp yellow dress. 'How did you know?' I asked.  'I didn't,' she answered through tears 
of joy. 'Once we knew the war was over, we knew you'd be home one of these days.  
We knew you'd try to surprise us, so we were ready every day.'"   

When Jesus rose from the grave on Easter Day, the war with Satan, death, and Hell 
was over.  One of these days He will return to wrap it all up and invite us to join Him in 
eternity.  You know He’s going to surprise us, so it’s best to be ready every day.  One 
inevitable certainty:  Jesus will return.  One inescapable conclusion:  Be ready. 


