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THE GIVER OF ALL KINDS OF LIFE                                                EZEKIEL 37:1-14 

 

Of the 2.8 million deaths reported to the Social Security Administration last year, 
approximately 14,000 people's names were incorrectly entered in their online database 
as dead. That many people, 1 out of 200 entries, were reported as dead when they 
were very much alive and well. That's 38 life-altering mistakes every day. One day, 
Laura Brooks, a 52-year-old mother of two, suddenly stopped receiving disability 
checks. Then, her loan payments and rent checks bounced. She went to the bank to 
find out what was the matter, and the representative told her that her accounts had 
been closed because she was dead. They would only reopen her accounts if she could 
prove she was alive.  I guess she found ways to prove her case!  If you were in a similar 
situation, but were required to prove that you are alive - not physically alive but 
spiritually alive - could you make a strong, convincing case? 
 
Let’s read a passage in the Bible.  It’s about an amazing vision that God gave to a 
Jewish prophet called Ezekiel some 600 years before Jesus – or about 2600 years 
before today.  Ezekiel and the Jewish people of that day and time were enduring great 
difficulty.  Most of them including Ezekiel had been defeated by the great and powerful 
Babylonian army and deported back to the country of Babylon to live out their lives in 
exile.  About ten years into that period of exile which actually lasted seventy years, God 
gave Ezekiel an amazing vision.  Let’s look at it together just now.   
 

Quite the vision, yes?  Heaps and heaps of bleached, dry, dead bones scattered as far 
as the eye could see.  The vision implies that only God gives life – physical life, 
emotional life, spiritual life, any and all life.  The bones rattled and came together in 
Ezekiel’s vision.  Muscles, tendons, and skin cover the bones.  What point was God 
trying to make?  God creates biological life, to be sure. But God also creates spiritual 
life, real life, true life. That was the great and enduring truth of the vision. 
 

GOD: THE AUTHOR OF ALL PHYSICAL LIFE  

 

Recently, I’ve been reading, along with my son, a great book by Lee Strobel entitled 
The Case for the Creator.  We both read the same chapter and then discuss it over the 
phone together.  Strobel interviewed leading scientists in the fields of cosmology, 
physics, astronomy, biochemistry, biology, and human consciousness.  A common 
theme runs through each chapter and the entire book.  Because of the incredible 
complexity of the universe, the smallest cell, and indeed of all physical life itself – plants, 
animals, and humans, the best possible explanation for any and all physical life and for 
the universe itself is an intelligent Creator or Designer.  The belief that life began and 
then evolved into its current complexity and variety through natural, random processes 
even over billions of years is absurd and utterly ridiculous.  If you want to use that word 
“faith” loosely, it takes far more “faith” to believe it all just happened and came together 
on its own than it takes “faith” to believe in an intelligent Creator and Designer.   

Did you know that our planet is home to some 10 to 14 million species of living things?  
Consider the lowly dandelion.  It’s found on all of our continents.  These tenacious 



2 

 

plants seem to flourish anywhere and everywhere especially where they’re not wanted 
like my yard!  Dandelion flower heads are perfectly designed for maximum seed 
creation and dispersal.  Each yellow, flowering head can disperse 50 to 175 seeds to 
the winds.  One single dandelion plant can create more than two thousand seeds. Some 
scientists say that plants are biological miracles.  They produce oxygen, build topsoil 
and hold it in place, prevent floods, sequester carbon dioxide, buffer extreme weather, 
clean our water and allow us to eat sunlight!    

The Bible reveals what nature proclaims.  All life come from and depends on God 
ultimately.  God is the Creator and Sustainer of all biological life here and anywhere 
else in the universe.   "You alone are the LORD.  You made the skies and the heavens 
and all the stars. You made the earth and the seas and everything in them. You 
preserve them all.”  (Neh. 9:6 NLT)  "He is the God who made the world and everything 
in it. Since he is Lord of heaven and earth….”  (Acts 17:24 NLT) That means, of course, 
that God ultimately designed, created, and brought every person into existence.  
Scripture states that clearly, “So God created human beings in his own image.  In the 
image of God he created them; male and female he created them.”  (Gen. 1:27 NLT)   

One of the most astonishing discoveries astrophysicists have made is that if gravity 
were just 0.000000000001 (one-trillionth of one) percent stronger, our universe would 
have collapsed catastrophically, ending in a big crunch, the opposite of the big bang.  
Likewise, if gravity were just 0.000000000001 (one-trillionth of one) percent weaker, our 
universe would have flown apart so rapidly that planets, stars, galaxies—all the basic 
parts of the universe—would never have had a chance to come together.  Is it just an 
accident that everything turned out so well? That gravity is not too strong, not too weak, 
but just right?  Sir Fred Hoyle, the late astronomer and avowed atheist, didn't think so - 
not for a second.  After doing innumerable computations, Hoyle discovered that the 
odds of our being accidents of nature are comparable to the likelihood of a tornado 
sweeping through a junkyard and assembling scrap metal into a fully functioning Boeing 
747. "'So small as to be negligible," he said, following his calculations, "even if a tornado 
were to blow through enough junkyards to fill the whole universe.  One arrives at the 
conclusion that biomaterials with their amazing measure or order must be the outcome 
of intelligent design."  But not all life is physical in nature. 

GOD: THE AUTHOR OF ALL SPIRITUAL LIFE 

 

All life come from and depends on God ultimately.  God is the Creator and Sustainer of 
all biological life here and anywhere else in the universe.  But God is also the giver of 
life in a second sense – spiritual life.  When people say, “Now, that’s really living” or 
“Why don’t you go out and get a life,” they’re not talking about physical life, are they?  
No, they’re talking about the quality of life – life at an emotional or spiritual level that’s 
more than just biological life.  God is the Giver of that kind of life, too.  On one occasion, 
Jesus said, “Eternal life is to know you, the only true God, and to know Jesus Christ, the 
one you sent.” (John 17:3 CEV)  Yes, to be sure, eternal life lasts forever in a literal 
sense, but this kind of life is also fundamentally about a spiritual relationship with the 
God of the universe.  Jesus made an incredible statement about how you and I receive 



3 

 

this kind of life.  “I came so that everyone would have life, and have it in its fullest.”  
(John 10:10 CEV)  In other words, getting this kind of life – spiritual life – is only 
possible through Jesus.  When you put your trust in Jesus and become His follower, 
you get this kind of life.  Jesus said it’s like being born all over again – not physically but 
spiritually.  The Holy Spirit comes to live in you.  You become a new person. 
 
Now, if you’ve never been born again by the Spirit of God, the Bible says you resemble 
a big pile of dead, dry bones like in Ezekiel’s vision.  You may be a very physically 
attractive person.  You may be dressed nicely today.  But if the Holy Spirit of God 
doesn’t live in you, all God sees is a pile of dead, dry, lifeless bones – spiritually 
speaking.  Dry, dead spiritual bones come in all kinds of varieties.  But God can change 
that and give us a new kind of life. For example, He can give us a life full of forgiveness.  
Nothing will bleach and dry out your soul more quickly and thoroughly than sin. That’s 
why the Jewish people had been deported to Babylon.  They’d been guilty as a nation of 
worshipping other gods.  Widespread, persistent idolatry.  What’s sin, again?  It’s all 
about our refusal to love God and live under His authority.  It involves the attitudes of 
our heart.  It includes not only bad things we do but the good things we fail to do.  Every 
one of us here today is a sinner. The only difference is whether you’re a forgiven sinner 
or not.  God said the penalty for any sin and all sin is death.  The Bible says when we 
come before Him admitting our sin, asking Him to forgive us, putting our trust in Jesus, 
and turning away from sinful attitudes and behaviors, God forgives us of our sins.  If 
you’re anything like me, you have to come before God regularly and often to receive His 
forgiveness.  Sin, in any form, brings death to our lives.  God will give us the new life of 
forgiveness.  He says He will separate us from the guilt of our sin as far as the east is 
from the west.  He will replace the dry, dead bones of guilt, shame, and condemnation 
with His life, His peace, and His joy.   
 
God can also give us a life full of joy. Discouragement will dry out and kill your soul, too.   
Discouragement is the result of painful experiences getting the better of you so that you 
live in a perpetual state of despair, anxiety, and sadness.  This was exactly what had 
happened to Ezekiel and the Jewish people living in exile.  They were filled with despair.  
They’d suffered a humiliating defeat.  Their country had been destroyed.  The city of 
Jerusalem was in ruins.  Even the great temple – the place where they had worshiped 
the Lord – had been leveled.  Most of the Jewish people were put in chains and carted 
off to live out the rest of their lives in a foreign country as slaves.  As the Jewish people 
languished there in Babylon feeling desolated, humiliated, and forgotten, questions 
were asked, “Where is God?  Why has He abandoned us?”  Have you ever asked those 
questions?  I have.  It can be anything that just leaves this great, empty, painful hole 
deep inside of you. You can’t help but cry out, “God, where are You?  God are You 
really even there at all?”  If you’ve followed Jesus for any length of time, you know that 
God doesn’t always provide an escape from life’s problems and troubles.  Quite frankly, 
God uses some painful things to shape, mold, and mature us in positive ways. God’s 
Spirit can flow into and around us so that we receive power in our weakness, healing in 
our brokenness, courage in our fear, perseverance in our weakness, joy in our pain, and 
peace in our turmoil.  Out of our endings, Jesus brings new beginnings.  In the midst of 
hopelessness, God brings the joy of new life.   
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God can also give you and me a life full of hope.  Hopeless living is the result of having 
no adequate answer to the reality of death.  Years ago, I attended an event for students.  
The speaker that day, who knew how to get young people’s attention, said his favorite 
subject was death.  He went on to say, “You know, one day you will die.  People will go 
out to the cemetery, throw dirt on your face, and then go back to the church and eat 
potato salad.”  He had a point!   Are you ready to die?   It will happen to every person in 
this room sooner or later.   We will all die, but some of us here today will die with hope 
and others will die without hope.  I have yet to understand how any person can face the 
reality of his or her own death or the death of a precious loved ones, if there is no hope 
of eternal life.  The Bible says, “And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more 
to be pitied than anyone in the world.” (1 Cor. 15:19 NLT)   
 
How do you deal with the finality and inevitability of death?  Only a person in whom the 
Holy Spirit lives can approach death with hope.  Why? Because of the resurrection of 
Jesus.  The Bible says, “… God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with 
great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in 
heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay.” (1 Pt 1:3-4 
NLT)  None of us want to die.  I don’t want to die.  But I know that my death isn’t the end 
of me.  I believe that when the moment of my death comes, God will give me a certainty 
about my eternal destination.  That’s a hope that any child of God can possess.  Indeed, 
we stake our present lives and our future hopes on the One who never lied.  It was 
Jesus was said, “‘I am the resurrection and the life.  Anyone who believes in me will live, 
even after dying.  Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die.  Do 
you believe this?” (John 11:25-26 NLT)   

I read about a pastor by the name of John who lived and worked in Minnesota.  One of 
his jobs was to travel to little rural communities where they didn't have churches to do 
funerals.  He would go out with an undertaker, and they would drive together in the 
undertaker's hearse.  One time, they were on their way back from a funeral, and John 
was feeling quite tired.  He decided he’d take a nap.  Since they were in a hearse 
without a coffin in the back, he thought, “Well, I'll just lie down in the back of the hearse.” 
Sounds like kind of a creepy thing to do, but he was tired. The guy who was driving the 
hearse pulled into a gas station, because he was running low on gas. The gas station 
attendant was filling up the tank.  He was kind of freaked out, because he could see into 
the back of the hearse and there was this body stretched out in the back.  While he was 
filling the tank, John, the pastor, woke up, opened his eyes, knocked on the window and 
waved at the attendant.  John said he never saw anybody run so fast in his whole life! 

When people see life where they were expecting death, they get all shook up!   When 
Jesus rose from the dead, it shook things up!  His followers, who were shattered, 
disillusioned, and heartsick following the crucifixion, went out to face all kinds of 
difficulties, suffering, and imprisonment in order to spread the word, because they 
believed they had seen life where they were expecting death.  And when people see our 
lives filled with forgiveness, joy, and hope despite all of life’s challenges, trials, and 
setbacks - life where they expected death - they will get shook up as well.   


