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TO MAKE US HIS CHILDREN                                                            GALATIANS 4:4-7 

 

Do you ever get completely amazed and overwhelmed with joy because of what God 
has done for you?  Some years ago, a family lived near a church whose members 
worshiped with a whole lot of enthusiasm.  They drew up a petition to present to the city 
council stating that the church was disturbing the peace.  This family thought getting an 
influential Jewish man who also lived near the church to sign the petition first would help 
their cause.  He said, “I cannot sign it.  If I believed, as these Christians believe, that my 
Messiah had come, I would shout it from the housetop and on every street corner in this 
city with all the enthusiasm I could command and nobody could stop me.”  Is that how 
you react to Christmas – to the fact that your Messiah has come?   
 

Most of the Advent messages I’ve either heard or even preached myself are based on 
the Old Testament prophecies about the coming Messiah or on the actual accounts of 
Jesus’ birth in the Gospels.  What about the rest of the New Testament?  I’m calling this 
message series “In Hindsight: Understanding Why Jesus Came After He Left.”  What 
did the very first Christians – men like Paul, Peter, and John – think about the birth of 
Jesus in those first years right after Jesus went back to Heaven?  Unlike the Old 
Testament prophets, they didn’t describe why Jesus came before He came into this 
world.  Unlike the Gospel accounts, they didn’t describe how Jesus came into the world.  
Instead, they were the very first ones to try and understand - in hindsight, after the fact, 
looking back on the event – why Jesus came into the world as a baby born in 
Bethlehem.  “In Hindsight: Understanding Why Jesus Came After He Left.” 
 
The resurrection of Jesus and maybe even Easter Day itself were a very big deal to the 
very first Christians from day one.  But, frankly, there’s no evidence I know about that 
proves the very first Christians in the first century actually celebrated the birth of Jesus 
as we do today.  There’s no evidence that they set aside any one day of the year - 
much less December 25th - as Jesus’ birthday.  No, that was something that developed 
much later over several centuries of time as the Christian church grew and expanded.  
Now, the very first Christians certainly believed that Jesus was born of a virgin. They 
also believed that Jesus was God Himself incarnated into the body of a baby boy who 
grew up to become Jesus of Nazareth.  What did they consider significant or meaningful 
about what we now think of and call “Christmas”?  Think of it!  “Christmas” was a word 
the very first Christians did not know and likely an event they did not celebrate.  The 
epistles – that part of the New Testament that contains the letters of Christian leaders 
like Paul, Peter, or John – don’t give us lots of information about the birth of Jesus.  But 
there are some very important references I want us to consider this Advent season.   
 
The first one is found in Paul’s letter to Christians living in Galatia.  This letter was likely 
written to several churches in the Roman province of Galatia – a region in what is now 
the country of Turkey.  Paul had founded many of these churches on one of his 
missionary journeys.  This isn’t a very happy letter at all.  Frankly, Paul is frustrated with 
these new followers of Jesus.  They were in grave danger of moving away from the 
good news about Jesus.  Instead of salvation by grace through faith, they were slipping 
back into a religion of legalism – trying to earn a relationship with God through good 
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behavior and observing religious rituals.  But in the midst of this rebuke, we find in the 
passage we just read a wonderful nugget of truth about Advent and Christmas.  We 
discover here one reason why Jesus came into this world: to make you and me children 
of God.  In hindsight, the birth of Jesus was… 
 
PROVIDENTIALLY GOD’S TIME TO MAKE US HIS CHILDREN. 

 

What does Paul, the great Christian leader, mean when he says, “But when the time 
had fully come, God sent His Son…. (Gal 4:4 NIV)?  Other translations put it like this, 
“But when the right time came, God sent his Son….” (NLT) or “But when the time 
arrived that was set by God the Father, God sent his Son…. (MSG).  Paul was 
suggesting that the first century was a divine moment hand-picked by God Himself.  
That’s the meaning of the word “providential.”  Great events here on Earth aren’t just 
accidental or haphazard.  And while human beings may be involved, they’re not guiding 
or controlling the outcome of those events.  Providence means God has made up His 
mind to do something in history’s events and He is executing His plan and purpose.   
 
Two thousand years ago – what we now call the first century – was a time in world 
history God had determined to be an effective moment for Jesus and the Church He 
founded to sweep on to the human stage.  Why?  Politically, Rome had created a vast 
empire that united the whole Mediterranean area under one central government.  Rome 
kept things moderately peaceful by suppressing all dissent ruthlessly.  People could 
now move around easily. The Romans built and maintained an extensive road system 
that allowed for the rapid spread of the good news about Jesus through missionaries.  
Culturally, Greek civilization and language dominated that part of the world even though 
the Romans controlled everything politically.  The Greek language was spoken by 
everyone and it became the language in which the New Testament was written.  As a 
result, the message of Jesus was shared effectively with many different groups and 
cultures.  God had also providentially prepared the religious climate.  The Jewish people 
had spread out throughout the Roman Empire with their belief in one, true God and their 
anticipation of a coming Messiah.  We know from the book of Acts that Paul used 
Jewish communities in towns and cities as the initial platform to spread the message of 
Jesus to both Jews and non-Jews.  In addition, the great pagan philosophers of that day 
and time were casting doubts on the old, pagan religious beliefs.   
 
At the most opportune and favorable time in human history, God sent His Son into this 
world.  What does that help us to remember?  God is ultimately in control of all things 
including history, nations, governments, and even of time itself.  It’s important to 
remember that truth in light of the chaos and troubling events we see in our world today 
and – to a lesser degree – even in our own country.  One of my favorite TV shows when 
I was a growing up was a comedy called Hogan’s Heroes.  Do you remember Colonel 
Klink?  He supposedly ran a German prisoner of war camp in World War 2.  But those 
inside the camp knew better.  They knew who really ran the camp:  the prisoners.  They 
listened to Klink’s calls and read his mail.  They manipulated Klink and used him for 
their own causes.  Come to think of it, the devil is the Colonel Klink of the Bible.  He 
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blusters, he postures, he struts, and he prances around.  Certainly he causes pain and 
damage.  But God is the One who ultimately calls the shots. 
 
Let’s take the truth of God’s providence one step further.  If God is in control of time and 
history, isn’t it also true that He’s ultimately in control of the events that surround your 
own personal life as well?  I’m not saying that all the bad things that have happened to 
you were God’s will.  I’m not saying that God should be blamed for the consequences 
brought upon you by your own sins and mistakes.  What the Bible does teach, however, 
is that God is never surprised or caught off guard by what happens to you and me.  
And, more importantly, He is never frustrated by them either.  God isn’t forced to revise 
His plans for you and me just because we or others screw them up.   
 
This Advent season, I want you to remember that God is in control of your personal 
times and seasons – indeed, your personal history, if you belong to Him.  Just as God 
sent His Son, Jesus, into this world “in the fullness of time”, you and I need to take fresh 
courage from the truth that God is in control of our lives even when it doesn’t seem like 
it.  God wants certain things for us.  He’s determined to guide and lead us into all that 
He wants for us.  Remember that we have become His children.  His concern and care 
for us is fatherly or parental.  It’s far more comprehensive and exhaustive than even the 
most devoted parent could imagine.  As a result, Christmas is an appropriate time both 
to confess and rejoice in the fact that “‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind 
has imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.’” (1 Cor 2:9 NLT)   
 
Another thought along these lines.  Sometimes in the fullness of your times and my 
times in this life, God sends His Son to us in new, fresh ways.  What do I mean by that?  
There are those times when Jesus seems to come to you and me in a very special and 
powerful way to encourage us, comfort us, confront us, change us, and draw us closer 
to the Father.  I believe God picks those times when He sends Jesus to us again in 
some powerful way.  I have found in my own life that, more often than not, they’re the 
hard times, the defeated times, the stretching times, and the sorrowful times.  Whenever 
Jesus comes to you – be it this Christmas season or at other times in your life – open 
your heart to Him and experience His renewal.  Let’s remember this Advent season that 
God is in control of your life and mine, your times and mine.  “But when the time had 
fully come, God sent His Son.”  May God help us apply that truth to our lives personally. 
In hindsight, the birth of Jesus was providently God’s time to make us His children.  
Another truth emerges from Galatians 4.  In hindsight, the birth of Jesus was, also … 
 
NECESSARY TO GOD’S PLAN TO MAKE US HIS CHILDREN 

 

Paul presents a spiritual truth here that all of us have heard before, but was probably a 
very new concept to those very first Christians.  God is our Father?  We are His 
children?  “But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to 
the law.  God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he 
could adopt us as his very own children.” (Gal 4:4-5 NLT)   I think most of us would be 
content just to be rescued from sin and Hell by God and relate to Him merely as our 
great Creator.  But that wasn’t good enough for God!  God wanted to make us His 
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children.  It’s wonderful that God wanted to save us.  It’s mind-boggling to realize God 
wants to make you and me family.  By grace, we are actually adopted into His family 
forever.  The Bible says about Jesus, “But to all who believed him and accepted him, he 
gave the right to become children of God.” (John 1:12 NLT)   
 
The moment you surrender your life to Jesus, the Holy Spirit enters your heart and 
mind.  He begins to provide you with the knowledge of and experience of God as your 
Father.  That’s what Paul emphasized in the next verses, “And because we are his 
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, 
‘Abba, Father.’   Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child.   And since you are 
his child, God has made you his heir.” (Gal 4:6-7 NLT)  God is now much more than just 
God, or Creator, or the Almighty.  He is also and forever Father.  And not just Father in 
a remote, correct kind of way.  “Abba” is what a Palestinian child in Jesus’ day called his 
or her father.  The best translation of “Abba” is “Daddy.”  When you call someone 
Daddy, it implies warmth, intimacy, love, and closeness.  God desires to have that kind 
and quality of relationship with you and me.   Remember this Advent season that Jesus 
came so that you and I can know God as Father – as Daddy. 
 
There’s a story about two new boys who were getting signed up for some kind of church 
program.  In order to get them registered, they were asked their ages and birthdays.  
The older of the two boys said, “We’re both seven.  My birthday is April 8 and my 
brother’s is April 20.”  The woman who was registering them said, “But that’s 
impossible.”  The younger boy said, “No, it’s not.  One of us is adopted.”  The woman 
asked, “Which one?” and then cringed at her own impulsive, nosey question.  The boys 
looked at each other, smiled, and shrugged.  One of them said, “We asked Dad a while 
ago.  But he just said he loved us both and he couldn’t remember any more which one 
of us was adopted.”  As His adopted son or daughter, God loves you as His very own. 
 
Earlier in this chapter, Paul presents a deeper analogy based on the truth that we’re 
now God’s children.  In that day and time, in wealthy Greco-Roman homes, an 
underage son had about as much legal status as a slave.  Basically, he was under the 
total domination of his father until whatever time Dad had set for him to inherit the 
estate.  Even if Dad died before the son came of age, it was commonplace to have 
individuals – guardians or trustees - selected by Dad to provide guidance and control 
until the son was old enough to inherit.  That helps us understand better what Paul said, 
“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, to redeem those under the law …” (Gal 4:4-5 NIV) 
 
The word “redeem” means to buy freedom for a slave. Back in the first century, 
someone might go to a slave market, purchase a slave, and then set him or her free.  
You redeemed the slave.  Note what Paul was saying.  Before God adopted you into 
His family, He considered you to be a slave, in the spiritual sense of that word.  We 
were chained to spiritual masters with names such as Mr. Guilt, Mrs. Pride, Ms. Fear, 
Mr. Anxiety and Mrs. Meaninglessness.  But when Jesus came into the world, God 
offered you and me spiritual freedom.  But, just like at the slave market, a price had to 
be paid.  The price paid was the blood of Jesus at the cross.  Just a reminder that 
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Christmas makes no sense without Good Friday and Easter.  After all, why did God 
send His Son?  Just to give us a fun holiday to celebrate?  Just to give us a rich cultural 
or family event once a year?  No.  It was and is to redeem us.  To buy you and me out 
of spiritual slavery.  To save us.  Salvation required a cross on which Jesus died and a 
tomb that got suddenly and gloriously empty on Easter Day.  Every Christmas is a 
reminder that God had a plan to save you and me before we were even born.   
 
Let’s take that truth a step further.  Christmas is a time to consider if you and I are still 
enslaved to spiritual masters from which we should be free.  When you refuse to 
confess sin in your life and repent of it, you’re still enslaved to that sin. When you let the 
value system of this world get into your heart and head, you become enslaved to what 
the Bible calls worldliness.  Worldliness is far more than just giving in to obvious sins. 
Worldliness is often demonstrated by trusting in money more than you trust in God.  
Worldliness is about liking what money can buy more than you like God.    Worldliness 
is about treating other human beings as objects for me to use rather than creatures 
made in God’s image.  Worldliness is about advancing my life and my dreams more 
than advancing God’s Kingdom and God’s mission.  But perhaps more common and 
more dangerous than any of those examples, worldliness allows a creeping kind of 
separateness or distance to grow up between myself and God.  Little warmth, a lack of 
intimacy, and a connection with God that’s sporadic at best.  Christmas is a time to 
reject anything and everything that reduces intimacy with God.   
 
Let’s take this truth about being God’s children one more step further.  Paul wrote, “And 
if you are a child, you’re also an heir, with complete access to the inheritance.” (Gal 4:7 
MSG)  Christmas is a time to renew your commitment to live boldly and fully as an heir 
to all God’s blessings.  Christmas is a time to get the big picture again.  Be who you are 
in Jesus Christ!  Get up, discover, and fully live into the intimacy, the greatness, and the 
wonder of this relationship!  The fact that God is your Father should change how you 
live every day of your life!  You’re not just someone God created!  You’re not just a 
freed slave!  You are now God’s son!  You are now God’s daughter!  We are God’s 
children!  And your Daddy is rich!  Your Daddy has an inheritance for you that is, quite 
frankly, inconceivable, unimaginable, and incomprehensible!  Claim it!  Live into it!   
 
When Princess Diana died back in 1997, she left a sizeable inheritance for her two 
sons, William and Harry, in the amount of $20.4 million.  With investments and interest, 
that amount grew during their teens and twenties to $31.4 million.  But the provision was 
such that William and Harry were only able to inherit this considerable estate after their 
30th birthdays.  In June 2012, Prince William turned 30 and inherited his portion. In 
September of last year, Prince Harry inherited his portion on his 30th birthday as well.  
The estate was always theirs.  It had been promised to them.  It was in their names, and 
it had been set aside for them.  In the same way, as followers of Christ, we have an 
inheritance. Based on Jesus' promise, it is ours.  It's in your name, and it's set aside for 
you.  At the right time, you too will receive your inheritance in full. 
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Paul wrote, “And because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, prompting us to call out, ‘Abba, Father.’”  (Gal 4:6 NLT)  The word “call out” 
there means, literally, “to shout.”  This is a shout of joy!  Have you ever gotten so 
blessed, so overwhelmed, or so excited over what God has done for you in Jesus, that it 
just kind of poured out of you?  Have you ever gotten so gripped, so shaken, so moved 
to the core of your being by the reality that God has made you His child that you just 
want to shout about it?  Do you remember what that Jewish man said at the beginning 
of today’s message?  “If I believed, as these Christians believe, that my Messiah had 
come, I would shout it from the housetop and on every street corner in this city with all 
the enthusiasm I could command and nobody could stop me.”  Some of you out there 
look like you need to shout for joy about something!  It would do you some good!  Why 
not shout for joy today that God sent His Son into this world at just the right time - at 
Christmas - to make you His child?   

A man by the name of Paul Tripp gave birth to a son who just didn’t understand gifts.  
Paul and his wife would go out of their way to buy their son - when he was just a little 
guy - what they thought was the perfect gift.  He would tear open the gift, but then he'd 
just end up playing with the box.  It drove his mom and dad crazy!  Paul and his wife 
decided one Christmas that they were going to find the gift of gifts that would demand 
their son’s attention.  Something he would not or could not resist. They shopped ‘til they 
dropped.  They found the gift.  They were so excited when Christmas Day finally came!  
So excited at the moment when the gift got pulled out from under the tree and he was 
about to unwrap it.  He ripped open the gift like a little boy would.  He actually got out 
this marvelous toy and began to play with it.  Paul had a feeling of such victory.  He 
went into the kitchen to get something to drink.  He was in there for a few minutes. 
When he came out, his son was sitting in the box and was ignoring the gift.  Paul 
couldn't believe it! 

If you're one of God's children, you’ve been given the most awesome gift that could ever 
be given.  It's incredible, amazing, and marvelous from every perspective.  It's a gift of 
such grandeur that it's hard to wrap human vocabulary around it and explain it.  It's the 
gift that every human being needs.  It's a gift that all your work, all your effort, and all 
your achievement couldn't have ever earned.  You could never put yourself in a position 
to deserve it.  It is absolutely without question the gift of gifts.  Through the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, God has made you His child.  But, may I ask you this question?  Are 
you, like many followers of Jesus, just content to play with the box and ignore the gift?   

 
 


