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EXPERIENCE GOD AS FATHER                                                        MATTHEW 7:7-12 

 

Once a group of church preschoolers was asked to draw a picture of God. Toward the 
end of their time together, the children were excited to show the teacher their work.  
Someone had a picture of a man with really big hands.  Someone else had a picture of 
a bunch of rainbows.  One little girl placed her picture in front of her teacher.  It was a 
man with a suit and tie on.  She said, “I don’t know what God looks like, so I just drew 
my daddy instead.”  Someone made this wise observation, “A child is not likely to find a 
father in God unless he finds something of God in his father.”  Plenty of truth in that 
observation.  God is depicted in many meaningful ways in the Bible, but no picture of 
God is more precious and more meaningful than God as our Father.   
 
That precious truth – that God is our Heavenly Father – is assumed and taught in the 
portion of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount we want to reflect on today.  Let’s read it just 
know.  Now, the passage we just read deals with prayer, to be sure.  But prayer is 
always and forever about our relationship with God.  Jesus uses the relationship 
between a father and his child as a way to teach us how to relate to God, generally, and 
how to approach Him in prayer, specifically.  What He highlights here is how often kids 
ask their dads for stuff.  It’s just a normal, natural part of a father and child relationship.  
Kids just ask for stuff and dads usually respond by giving them what they request.  No, 
not always, of course, but probably more often than not.  Dads typically want to provide 
for their children.  If a kid’s request is legitimate and offered with respect, there’s a 
better than even chance the kid will get what he or she wants eventually.  That’s just the 
way it is.  Jesus suggests here that an important part of experiencing and enjoying a 
relationship with the God of the universe as your Heavenly Father is knowing how to 
ask Him for what you want.  Let me share three principles offered by Jesus here and 
found throughout the Bible.  First of all… 

 

ASK YOUR FATHER OBEDIENTLY. 

 

Jesus said, “‘Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you’” (Mt 7:7 NIV).  Some people have interpreted that statement as 
some kind of blanket guarantee that God will give you everything you ask for.  Both 
logic and life experience blow that theory out of the water!  Jesus’ promise is only for 
those who are children of God.  It’s very important to remember that all the instruction 
Jesus gave in the Sermon on the Mount assumed you already have a relationship with 
God.  You become a child of God when you put your faith in Jesus for eternal life and 
decide to follow Him as His disciple.  Some of the people we welcomed as new 
members of our church today were baptized two weeks ago.  They didn’t become God’s 
children at the moment of their baptism.  They didn’t become children of God today 
when they were welcomed as new members.  That relationship began when they 
placed personal, saving faith in Jesus for this life and the next.  It happened the moment 
they decided to follow Jesus from that day forward.  God is not everyone’s Heavenly 
Father.  No, you become His child and He becomes your spiritual or Heavenly Father 
the moment you put your faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection, invite Him to be your 
Lord and Savior, and decide to follow Jesus.   
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None of us start out as God’s children.  Sin has separated us from God.  It’s impossible 
for God to meet your deepest needs unless and until you become His child.  Why?  
Because you don’t have the relationship.  Jesus’s promise is for those who wake up 
every day alive to the fact that God is their Heavenly Father and who allow that fact to 
govern their attitudes and behavior every moment of every day.   It’s not intended for 
just anyone who thinks that it’s kind of God’s job to do something nice for him or her 
occasionally.  Does God hear the prayers of those who don’t follow Jesus?  Does He 
listen to the requests of those who aren’t His children?  I’m sure He does!  But God 
hears prayer in different ways.  When a random child asks you for something, it’s very 
different than a request that comes to you from your own son or daughter.  It’s amazing 
how many people expect God to answer their prayers when they don’t really want a 
relationship with Him at all and have no desire to live life His way!   
 
But let’s take this a step further.  Jesus’ promise is only for those who are obedient 
children of God.  Now most of us learn early in life that if you’re on the wrong side of 
Dad, it’s not a good time to ask him for stuff.  You learn not to presume on the 
relationship.  But you can conveniently forget that same truth when it comes to your 
Heavenly Father!   You can be like a disobedient, rebellious son or daughter who thinks 
he or she can just continue to ask Dad for this, that, or whatever and he should just 
grant your requests because you’re his child.  That doesn’t work with most earthly 
fathers and I guarantee it will not work with your Heavenly Father.   
 
Norman Vincent Peale was a well-known preacher and writer in the 20th century.  He 
liked to tell a story about when he was a boy.  One day, he happened to find a big, black 
cigar.  He slipped into an alley and lit it up.  It didn’t taste good at all, but it sure made 
him feel very grown up and important.  All that changed when his father, of all people, 
came down the alley toward him.  Quickly, young Norman put this cigar behind his back 
and tried to act very casual and nonchalant as the cigar smoke floated up and around 
him.  He tried desperately to divert his dad’s attention, so he pointed to a billboard 
advertising some circus coming to town soon.  “Can I go, Dad?  Please, let’s go when it 
comes to town.”  Norman’s dad’s reply that day taught him a lesson he’d never forget.  
“Son,” he answered quietly but firmly, “never make a petition while at the same time 
trying to hide a smoldering disobedience.”   
 
I wonder if you’re a bit frustrated with God today because He doesn’t answer your 
prayers or you feel like He’s kind of remote and distant, but there is – truth be told - “a 
smoldering disobedience” in your life.  Yes, you can indeed be a child of God today, but 
you’re not living a life of obedience or surrender to Him.  Now, someone might say, 
“Well, Rick, if I have to be perfect to get my prayers answered, I might as well never ask 
God for anything.”  It’s not a matter of perfection or being sinless.  God’s Word 
distinguishes between a pattern of sin and a random act of sin.  Let’s say you lose your 
patience with your spouse today and you express your anger in a very hurtful way. Your 
Heavenly Father will let you know you’ve blown it and prompt you to ask His forgiveness 
and your spouse’s forgiveness.  That’s a random sin that will likely not affect your 
relationship with God if you confess it and make things right.  But let’s say you have 
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those angry outbursts just about every other day or even several times a month.  Now, 
that’s a pattern of sin.  I guarantee your prayer life is going to be blockaded until and 
unless you surrender that pattern of sin to the Lord.   Don’t try to claim this promise 
about answered prayer while you’re disrespecting God with your lifestyle, your behavior, 
or your attitudes.  Yes, God may be gracious to answer some of your prayers even if 
you’re living like the devil himself, but, no, it will not be consistently answered prayer. 
 
Consistently answered prayer is contingent on my obedience.  And elsewhere, Jesus 
makes explicit what is implicit here in Matthew 7.  Jesus said, “‘But if you remain in me 
and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be 
granted!’” (Jo 15:7 NLT)  God’s Word also says, “Dear friends, if we don’t feel guilty, we 
can come to God with bold confidence.  And we will receive from him whatever we ask 
because we obey him and do the things that please him.” (1 Jo 3:21-22 NLT)  I’ve heard 
of it referred to as being on “praying ground.”  Daily obedience to your Father puts you 
and keeps you on “praying ground.”  I never said you’ll get everything you ask from 
God, but I do know this:  just like with an earthly father, you will get far more of your 
requests answered by your Heavenly Father when you’re obedient.  Second… 
 
ASK YOUR FATHER PERSISTENTLY. 

 

In the ancient Greek language, in which the New Testament was originally written, there 
are two kinds of verbal commands.  The first one will tell you do something once.  For 
example, “Stop at that red light.”  The second kind of verbal command will tell you to 
keep on doing that one thing over and over again.  For example, “Keep on stopping at 
every red light.”  It’s that second kind of verbal command that’s used in v. 7-8.  The New 
Living Translation has done a good job of capturing the intent of Jesus’ words 
accurately, “‘Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, 
and you will find.  Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone 
who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door 
will be opened.’” (Mt 7:7-8)  Persistence pays off even when it comes to prayer. 
 
A huge Chicago company is one of the world’s largest magazine subscription firms.  
They send out renewal and expiration notices.  One day the company’s computer 
malfunctioned.  Soon after, a rancher in Colorado got 9,734 separate mailings informing 
him that his subscription to National Geographic had expired.  That sure got his 
attention!  He dropped what he was doing and traveled ten miles to the nearest post 
office, where he sent in money for a renewal along with a note.  It said, “I give up!  Send 
me your magazine!”  We all know that persistence can sometimes wear people down.  
Some people will give you what you want just to shut you up! If your kid keeps asking 
you over and over and over again respectfully, Dad, for something legitimate, he or she 
will probably wear you down in the end.  It’s just kind of inevitable, right?  There is 
tremendous power in asking.  And if you ask persistently and respectfully, you tap into 
that power with other people and even with God Himself. 
 
Jesus taught here and elsewhere that you should add persistence to obedience when 
you ask your Heavenly Father to answer a prayer request.   Just before He told a story, 
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the Bible says, “One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should 
always pray and never give up.” (Lk 18:1 NLT)  Persistence.  It even works with God!  
Why is it good to be persistent in prayer?  Why would God ever want you to ask Him for 
something more than once?  Does He just like to tease you?  Does He enjoy being 
nagged?  It’s fair to say that the value of persistence in prayer is for your sake not your 
Heavenly Father’s.  For example, persistence in prayer allows the best answer to 
emerge for your request.  The best answer isn’t always an immediate answer.  As an 
analogy, it takes time to grow a flower.  By the same token, it can take time for God to 
soften the spiritually hard heart of someone you’re praying for.   Keep on praying 
believing and knowing that your Heavenly Father keeps on working even though you 
may not see any observable answers to your request yet.   
 
Then again, being persistent in prayer reminds you constantly of how much you need 
your Heavenly Father.  Whenever you pray – and especially when you pray about a 
specific issue over and over again – you remind yourself that this is something only your 
Heavenly Father can do.  You face the fact again that you’re not big enough to handle 
most of life’s problems on your own.  Persistent prayer keeps you in touch with the 
greatest Person – the greatest Father – in all the universe.  Here’s yet another valuable 
outcome of persistence when you pray.  Persistence will test the legitimacy and urgency 
of your requests.  Have you ever prayed really hard for something and then a week later 
you realize it’s no longer an issue you much care about?  Or perhaps the request itself 
changes as you pray about the issue repeatedly.  When you’re persistent in your 
prayers, it allows your Heavenly Father to get in there, shape, and even radically 
change your requests so that they’re more in line with God’s will and ways.  Persistence 
allows you to answer an important question, “What am I really asking God to do here?”  
Here’s a third principle to remember when it comes to prayer and your Heavenly Father. 
 

ASK YOUR FATHER EXPECTANTLY. 

 

Simply because of who He is and His incomparable character, you can expect your 
Heavenly Father to give you only what is His best.  Jesus says, “‘You parents—if your 
children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone instead?  Or if they ask for a 
fish, do you give them a snake? Of course not!   So if you sinful people know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good 
gifts to those who ask him.’” (Mt 7:9-11 NLT)   If normal, human dads – imperfect, sinful, 
and selfish by nature – know how to provide good things for their kids, can you really 
believe that your Heavenly Father – perfect, holy, full to overflowing with grace and love  
– will treat you with less care and concern?  Isn’t your Heavenly Father’s love greater 
than anything and everything an earthly father could ever provide?   
 
It’s almost impossible for me to read those verses and not share how God used them in 
my life in a very significant and personal way.  When my first marriage ended in divorce, 
I was completely devastated in many, many ways. Those of you who’ve gone through a 
divorce know what I mean.  For several years afterwards, even dating someone - much 
less remarriage – was a physically nauseating thought to me.  But slowly God began to 
heal my heart.  When Cheryl first came into my life, I had mixed feelings.  While I 
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sensed God was the One bringing us together, I didn’t want to do anything outside of 
God’s will and I certainly didn’t want to experience that kind of pain again.  But it was 
these exact verses that God used to assure me that Cheryl was His gift to me.  It was 
as if God said to me, “Rick, I’m not giving you a stone or a snake here.  You’re a father 
yourself.  Even though you’re sinful, you know how to give good gifts to your own 
children.  How much more can I – your Heavenly Father – give you this good gift!”  And 
there she is right back there – a wonderful, God-given gift indeed!   
 
Now, true, sometimes what we ask for us isn’t good for us.  Believe it or not, it would be 
a tragedy if God just gave you everything you wanted when you wanted it.  Some of our 
requests are self-centered, hurtful to others, short-sighted, outside of God’s will, or just 
downright silly.  Some requests may seem right and good at the time, but God knows 
they’re not the best for us long term.  Your Heavenly Father can only give you what is 
His best.  He is too good, too wise, and too holy to compromise even if you do ask Him 
repeatedly. Persistence does have limits! There will be come a time when you look back 
and are profoundly grateful that God did not give you everything you asked for. “Whew, 
thank you, Father, for closing that door. Thank you for saying no to me that time!”   
 
Expect your Heavenly Father to give you only what is His best.  What a promise!  As 
your Father, God is always interested in you, always concerned about the details in your 
life, and always watching over you.  Your Father can never give you something evil – 
only what is good.  That doesn’t mean He will remove every difficulty, every trial, and 
every heartache from your life.  But He does promise to be with you during those dark 
times and to give you the strength you need to go through them with Him.  He promises 
that something of godly substance and value will be left in your heart for all eternity if 
you persevere.  True, earthly fathers can make mistakes. They can give their kids what 
they shouldn’t have.  They can withhold from them what they should have given.  But 
God your Heavenly Father never makes mistakes. He can only give you what is His 
best.  “How much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.’” 
 
You can also expect your Heavenly Father to provide you with His own power to do His 
will.  I think of that when I read verse 12.  “‘Do to others whatever you would like them to 
do to you.’” (Mt 7:12 NLT)  The Golden Rule.  I have to smile when someone suggests, 
“Now, that’s what I believe – right there.  You don’t have to believe Jesus died for your 
sins and all that.  You don’t have to be religious, or pray, or go to church.  Just follow 
the Golden Rule.  Just treat other people like you want to be treated.”  As if keeping the 
Golden Rule was easy!  As if it’s even possible to practice the Golden Rule unless your 
Heavenly Father empowers you through His Holy Spirit living in you!   
 
Did you know the Golden Rule wasn’t necessarily original with Jesus?  A great Jewish 
rabbi named Hillel, who lived before Jesus had written, “What is hateful in yourself, do 
to no other; that is the whole law the rest is commentary. Go and learn.”  Confucius, the 
Chinese philosopher, had said, “What you do not want done to yourself, do not do for 
others.”  Stoicism, a school of Greek philosophy, had a similar teaching.  “What you do 
not wish to be done to you, do not do to anyone else.”  All good.  But do you see a 
difference between those versions of the Golden Rule and how Jesus expressed it 
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here?  All these great ethical teachers expressed the Golden Rule in a negative way, 
basically saying, “Do not do to others what you do not like done to you.”  But Jesus 
alone expressed the Golden Rule positively.  “‘Do to others whatever you would like 
them to do to you.’” (Mt 7:12 NLT)   
 
Is that an important difference?  I think so.  The positive form – Jesus’ version – is much 
more demanding than the negative rendition.  It’s one thing to say, “I’m not going to hurt 
someone else because I don’t want to be hurt.”  It’s quite another to say, “I’m going to 
extend help to this hurting person because I would like someone to do that for me even 
if it’s inconvenient.” It’s one thing to say, “I’m not going to drive my car like a maniac and 
risk killing or injuring someone else.”  It’s quite another to say, “I will drive my car safely 
and also stop and help someone who gets a flat tire.”  Do you see the difference?   It’s 
usually harder to get up and do something you may not want to do than it is not to do 
something you shouldn’t do anyway.  But therein is the rub!  Sometimes it’s hard to get 
up and do what is right, good and helpful.  It’s often not very convenient or easy to do.  
That’s why you need to ask God for His help and His power often and regularly.  Ask 
God expectantly.  We need supernatural help!  Think of how true that is for all that 
Jesus says in His Sermon on the Mount.  We need God’s power to be salt and light.  
We need God’s power to treat people as made in God’s image – even bad people.  We 
need God’s power to love our enemies.  We need God’s power to give to those in need, 
to live for what matters, and to live anxiety-free lives.  Is there any part of what Jesus 
lays before you in Matthew 5-7 that you can do in your strength?  Ask God expectantly. 
 
At the 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona, the world watched an amazing 
demonstration of a father’s love played out on international TV.  As the gun sounded for 
the 400 meter race, Great Britain’s Derek Redmond knew that his lifelong dream of 
winning a gold medal was possible. But as he entered the back stretch, Redmond was 
brought to his knees by the ripping pain of a torn hamstring.  By an act of sheer will, he 
struggled to his feet in excruciating pain and began hopping toward the finish line.  
Suddenly, an unidentified man bounded out of the stadium stands and past a security 
guard.  It was Derek Redmond’s father.  He threw his arms around his son.  In a voice 
choked with emotion, he whispered, “Come on, son, let’s finish this together.”  The 
crowd cheered and wept as they watched that father half-carrying his wounded son 
jerkily down the stretch and across the finish line. 
 
All of us want a father like that.  Each of us can have a Father like that.  What is your 
relationship like with the God of the universe?  Has He become your Father yet?  If so, 
what’s your relationship with Him like this morning?  Your Heavenly Father loves you far 
more than Derek Redmond’s father loved Derek.  And when you get weak and 
wounded, your Heavenly Father will come to you and offer His power.  Regardless of 
what shape you’re in as you run the race of life today, He’s always saying, “Come on, 
son/daughter, let’s finish this together.”   
 


