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WHAT IS THE FINAL JUDGMENT?     REVELATION 20:11-15; MATTHEW 25:31-46   

Dennis Lee Curtis was arrested for theft back in 1992 in Rapid City, South Dakota. 
Curtis apparently had scruples about his thievery. In his wallet the police found a sheet 
of paper on which was written the following code: “I will not kill anyone unless I have to.  
I will take cash and food stamps—no checks. I will rob only at night. I will not wear a 
mask. I will not rob mini-marts or 7-Eleven stores. If I get chased by cops on foot, I will 
get away.  If chased by vehicle, I will not put the lives of innocent civilians on the line.  I 
will rob only seven months out of the year.  I will enjoy robbing from the rich to give to 
the poor.”  Yes, this thief had a sense of morality, but it was flawed. When he stood 
before the court, he wasn’t judged by the standards he had set for himself but by the 
higher law of the state. Likewise when you and I stand before God, we will not be 
judged by our own code of morality but by God's perfect standard. 

We’re towards the end of a message series on the end times.  God’s judgment can 
happen today in this life in the present.  But, it’s also coming in the future.  The Bible 
makes it very clear that there is going to be a final day of judgment unlike anything any 
of us have ever experienced in this life.  The Bible says, “Let all creation rejoice before 
the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth.  He will judge the world in 
righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness.” (Ps 96:13 NIV)  Some Christians 
believe it will happen after a literal 1,000 year reign of Jesus on the Earth.  Since I 
personally don’t believe in the necessity of a millennium, I’m content to say the timing of 
it is what Jesus Himself said: sometime after His second coming.  “‘But when the Son of 
Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit upon his glorious 
throne.  All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate the people 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.   He will place the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at his left.’” (Matt 25:31-33 NLT)  There are numerous other 
passages in the Bible that establish the fact that a final judgment will take place.  A key 
passage about the final judgment is our text for today.   

Is the concept of a God who judges you, me, and everyone else offensive to you? Do 
you think it incompatible with God being loving?  I appreciate how British theologian, 
N.T. Wright, answers those objections.  He writes, “The word judgment carries negative 
overtones for a good many people in our liberal and postliberal world.  We need to 
remind ourselves that throughout the Bible God's coming judgment is a good thing, 
something to be celebrated, longed for, yearned over.  It causes people to shout for joy 
and the trees of the field to clap their hands.  In a world of systematic injustice, bullying, 
violence, arrogance, and oppression, the thought that there might come a day when the 
wicked are firmly put in their place and the poor and weak are given their due is the best 
news there can be.  Faced with a world in rebellion, a world full of exploitation and 
wickedness, a good God must be a God of judgment.”  The Bible teaches that every last 
one of us is going to stand before God.  No one is too important to be immune from 
judgment; no one is too unimportant to make judgment inappropriate.  But God’s 
judgment will be different for one group than for another group.  Let’s consider… 

WHAT IT MEANS FOR THOSE WHO REJECT JESUS 
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The Bible teaches that those who reject Jesus will be completely rejected by Jesus at 
the final judgment.  Please understand what the Bible means by rejecting Jesus.  You 
can believe Jesus existed, and still reject Him.  You can believe He died on the cross 
and rose again, and still reject Him.  Rejecting Jesus means refusing to recognize that 
He died for your sins; refusing to ask Him to forgive you of your sins and be your Savior.  
It’s also refusing to surrender your life to Him as your Lord.  Jesus said about Himself, 
“‘There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him.  But anyone who does not 
believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.” 
(John 3:18 NLT)   Many very good, successful people, as defined by this world, will be 
rejected by Jesus because they rejected Him.   
 
Ted Turner is an extraordinarily successful businessman, a multi-millionaire, who has 
done tons of good, philanthropic stuff.  He says, “I’m not a religious person.  I believe 
this life is all we have….  Almost every religion talks about a savior coming.  When you 
look in the mirror in the morning,… you’re looking at the savior.  Nobody else is going to 
save you but yourself.”  That’s the basic attitude that sends people straight to Hell 
because it rejects Jesus.  By the way, even some very religious, spiritual, and – dare I 
say – Christian-looking people will be rejected by Jesus.  Why?  They lacked any true, 
personal relationship with Jesus.  He said, “‘Not everyone who calls me their Lord will 
get into the kingdom of heaven.  Only the ones who obey my Father in heaven will get 
in.   On the day of judgment many will call me their Lord. They will say, “We preached in 
your name, and in your name we forced out demons and worked many miracles.” But I 
will tell them, “I will have nothing to do with you! Get out of my sight, you evil 
people!”’”(Matthew 7:21-23 CEV) 
 
We are probably all very familiar with the Bible’s teaching that those who reject Jesus 
will experience Hell eternally.  It was Jesus - supposedly super tolerant and reluctant to 
judge - Jesus who said things like, “‘You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the 
narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose 
that way.  But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few 
ever find it.” (Matt 7:13-14 NLT)  You and I will have one of two destinies at the final 
judgment: Heaven or Hell.   Jesus taught that Hell is an eternal, everlasting, never 
ending condition.  In the Matthew 25 parable - what we heard dramatized a little earlier - 
Jesus said, “‘Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
life.’”  (Matt 25:46 NLT)  Today’s message is not about Hell as such, but be aware that 
the Bible depicts Hell as the place of God’s ultimate judgment and punishment.  Our text 
today, and Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25, mention fire.  Are we to understand that 
literally?  I don’t know, but Hell will certainly be a place of intense, terrible, unimaginable 
suffering forever.   But it’s a mistake to think the Bible teaches that Hell is God’s torture 
chamber.  Instead, it’s a very real place God had to create to keep those who want 
nothing to do with Him.  Hell is the last refuge for a person who wants nothing to do with 
God.  Hell is a place where people who reject God get what they want – life without God 
and life separate from God forever. 
 
There is much more that we could say about how the Bible describes God’s final 
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judgment upon those who reject Jesus, but let’s conclude this portion of the message by 
saying that they will experience eternal death.  The Revelation passage we read earlier 
depicts everyone who has ever lived being raised from the dead to stand before God at 
the final judgment.  Hades is mentioned there.  Hades was thought of in ancient times 
as the place where those who had no relationship with God were held until the final 
judgment.  But all these dead people are raised only to be condemned to eternal death.  
On the day of judgment, the truth of the Bible verse that says “For the wages of sin is 
death…” (Rom 6:23 NLT) will be fulfilled.  This is a kind of death beyond human 
description.  I appreciate how one Bible scholar tried to explain it, “As there is a second 
and higher life, so there is also a second and deeper death.  And as after that life there 
is no more death, so after that death there is no more life.” (Henry Alford)   
 
Rico Tice, a British evangelist, was in Australia visiting a friend. He went to a beach on 
Botany Bay. Rico decided to go for a swim. He was just taking off his shirt when his 
friend said, "What are you doing?" Rico said: "I'm going for a swim." Rico’s friend 
pointed him to some signs Rico hadn’t really noticed – Danger: Sharks - and said: 
"What about those signs?" Rico said: "Don't be ridiculous— I'll be fine." His friend said: 
"Listen, mate, 200 Australians have died in shark attacks— you've got to decide 
whether those shark signs are there to save you or to ruin your fun. You decide." Rico 
decided not to go for a swim.  Many of the words about Hell found in the Bible are all 
straight from Jesus' lips.  They're a loving warning to us.  The reason Jesus talked 
about Hell is because He doesn’t want people to go there. The reason Jesus died was 
so that people wouldn't have to go there. Who in your family, your school, your work 
place, your neighborhood needs to be warned?  Loving people means warning people. 
Well, who’s ready today for some different news about the final judgement?  Who’s 
ready for some good news?  Well, then, let’s consider next … 
 
WHAT IT MEANS FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW JESUS 

 

Some of us here today might be unaware of or confused by the fact that even followers 
of Jesus will stand before God and His judgment.  We will?  Yes, you will.  Yes, I will.  
Consider what God’s Word says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the 
body, whether good or bad.”  (2 Cor 5:10 NIV)  That was written to followers of Jesus. 
This judgment – sometimes referred to as “the judgment seat of Christ” – is often 
distinguished from “the great, white throne” judgment we read about in Rev. 20 earlier 
today, and I believe rightly so.  But are they two separate events in the last days or two 
phases of just one event?  That’s hard to determine in my estimation.  But what is 
unequivocally certain is that even followers of Jesus will experience judgment before 
Jesus at some point in the future.  What will that judgment mean? 
 
First of all, the final judgment will mean complete acceptance by Jesus for those who 
follow Jesus.  He said, “Everyone who acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will 
also acknowledge before my Father in heaven.” (Matt 10:32 NLT)  The Bible teaches 
that when Jesus died on the cross, He suffered God’s judgment upon your sins and 
mine.  He rescued us from God’s judgment by taking God’s judgment upon Himself.  
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When you repent and put your faith in Jesus as your Savior and Lord, your judgment is 
swallowed up and completely covered by what Jesus suffered on your behalf.  He died 
back then the death you and I deserve to die in the future.  The final judgment on the sin 
of all those who reject Jesus in this life is still to come.  The final judgment on your sin - 
if you have put your trust in Jesus - happened around 30 AD when Jesus died on the 
cross.  It became real for you personally the moment you put your trust in Him.  The 
Bible says, “You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was 
not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins.   He 
canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.  

In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by 
his victory over them on the cross.” (Col 2:13-15 NLT)   
 
Jesus parable in Matthew 25 – which has a lot to say about the final judgment - can 
make you feel uneasy.  How so?  It seems to deny that you’re saved by grace and 
grace alone.  Is Jesus teaching there that eternal life is given to people at the final 
judgment who showed compassion on others?  Is He saying that the willful neglect of 
those in need gets you rejected from Heaven?  No, Jesus is not teaching here that you 
get to Heaven by doing good works for others.  He’s not denying that the cross and the 
empty tomb are the basis of your salvation and mine.  But here’s what Jesus is doing.  
He’s giving you and me a picture of what genuine saving faith looks like.  Faith is more 
than just believing the right things about Jesus.  When you are truly born again by the 
Spirit of God, there will be an unbreakable connection between what you believe and 
what you do.  You will live and act in certain ways.  No, doing good deeds doesn’t make 
you right before God.  But, a life without good deeds hasn’t ever truly been made right 
before God either.  Genuine, Holy Spirit-inspired faith does stuff – real, practical stuff 
like feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and the imprisoned, 
welcoming the stranger, pursuing God, reaching out to the spiritually lost.  The people in 
Jesus’ story didn’t get into Heaven because they did good things.  The good things they 
did simply gave ample evidence of the relationship to Jesus they already enjoyed. 
 
At the final judgment, those who follow and love Jesus will receive eternal life.  The 
great Christian leader, Paul, put it like this, “I want to know Christ and experience the 
mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his 
death, so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead!” (Phil 
3:10-11 NLT)  Yes, we receive eternal life the moment we put our faith in Jesus, 
because the Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 6:23 NLT)  Nevertheless, we understand that 
there is a dimension of eternal life that is yet to be experienced by God’s children in the 
future.  When do those who follow and love Jesus get eternal life in all of its fullness?  
At the final judgement.  Again, Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25 assumes that’s when it 
happens, because at the very end of that story, Jesus says, “‘And they will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.’” (Matt 25:46 NLT)  I can 
describe to you today very little about what that kind of life will be like, but it’s safe to 
say that it will be more incredible and wonderful than any of us can possibly imagine.  
Yes, it will continue forever, but it will be also be of a quality that no one has ever 
experienced this side of Heaven.  It’s the same life by which God Himself lives – free of 
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sin, evil, disease, death, pain or struggle in any way.  It will be a life of “joy unspeakable 
and full of glory” as an old song puts it!  And the half has never yet been told!   
 
Let me mention one more truth about what those who follow Jesus will receive at the 
final judgment.  They will receive rewards.  Let me say it again as loudly and clearly as 
possible.  The final judgment for those who love Jesus is not about your eternal destiny.  
That was decided forever at the cross of Jesus!  For you, judgment day is all about your 
eternal reward.   The final judgment doesn’t determine whether you get into the 
Kingdom of God, but what kind of blessings, status, and authority you will experience 
there.  Now, this whole idea can make some of us nervous or uncomfortable.  Getting 
rewards – or not getting rewards – can seem a little unseemly.  After all, we’re getting 
eternal life; we’re getting the opportunity to live in the new Heavens and the new Earth; 
we’re getting Jesus forever.  Who needs any rewards beyond that?  All I can say is that 
there are just too many Bible verses that point to this reality to deny it.  There are 
passages that underline the fact that God is going to render some kind of judgment or 
evaluation on how those who followed Jesus actually went about it.  The Bible says that, 
“He will judge everyone according to what they have done.” (Rom 2:6 NLT)  It also says, 
“And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites.  He will 
judge or reward you according to what you do.  So you must live in reverent fear of him 
during your time here as ‘temporary residents.’”  (1 Pt 1:17 NLT)   
 
If this judgment is not about receiving the gift of eternal life, what is it about then?  The 
Bible suggests that it will be a divine evaluation of how you conducted your life as a 
follower of Jesus for the purpose of determining what rewards you will receive in 
eternity.  It will be personal and individual, because the Bible says, “Yes, each of us will 
give a personal account to God.” (Rom 14:2 NLT)  It will be comprehensive and 
thorough, because the Bible says, “For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will 
reveal our private motives. Then God will give to each one whatever praise is due.” (1 
Cor 4:5 NLT)  The true value of what we did – or didn’t do - to help build God’s Kingdom 
will be revealed, because the Bible says, “But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what 
kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value. 
If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward.  But if the work is burned up, the 
builder will suffer great loss.  The builder will be saved, but like someone barely 
escaping through a wall of flames.” (1 Cor 3:13-15 NLT) 
 
So, what are these rewards that followers of Jesus will receive?  I think the Bible 
struggles to convey to us what those Heavenly rewards will be like because they will be 
unlike anything we’ve ever experienced in this life.  Certainly it will mean great blessing 
in some way.  In His parable, Jesus said, “‘Then the King will say to those on his right, 
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the world.”’” (Matt 25:34 NLT)    Earlier in Matthew 25, 
Jesus told the parable of the talents.  That story and others Jesus told imply that some 
of Jesus’ followers will receive greater authority or responsibility in Heaven than others 
on the basis of how they followed Jesus in this life.   
 



6 

 

I don’t know how Jesus will pull it off.  Meaning what?  Jesus is going to evaluate you 
and me fully at the final judgement, but we won’t come out of it feeling ashamed or 
condemned.  How do I know that?  Because the Bible says, “So now there is no 
condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.”  (Rom 8:1 NLT)  Don’t be afraid of 
standing before King Jesus.  The One who will judge you on that day is the same One 
who loved you so much as to die for you on the cross.  Will there be some remorse and 
regret at the final judgment when Jesus reveals our failures, our missed opportunities in 
this life, or our impure motives?  Perhaps, I don’t really know.  But here’s what I do now.  
Tom Hanks, in the movie “A League Of Our Own” said there’s no crying in baseball.  I 
don’t know about baseball, but I do know there’s no crying in Heaven.  The Bible says, 
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or 
crying or pain.  All these things are gone forever.” (Rev. 21:4 NLT)   
 
A university professor was invited to speak at a military base one December. A soldier 
named Ralph had been sent to meet him at the airport.  After they had introduced 
themselves, they headed toward the baggage claim.  As they walked down the 
concourse, Ralph kept disappearing.  Once to help an older woman whose suitcase had 
fallen open.  Once to lift two toddlers up to where they could see Santa Claus, then 
again to give directions to someone who was lost.  Each time he came back with a 
smile on his face.  "Where did you learn that?" the professor asked.  "What?" Ralph 
said.  "Where did you learn to live like that?" "Oh," Ralph said, "during the war, I guess." 
He then told the professor about his tour of duty in Vietnam, how it was his job to clear 
mine fields, how he watched some of his friends get blown up before his eyes, one after 
another.  "I learned to live between steps," he said. "I never knew whether the next one 
would be my last, so I learned to get everything I could out of the moment between 
when I picked up my foot and when I put it down again.  Every step I took was a whole 
new world, and I guess I've been that way ever since."  The abundance of your life and 
mine isn’t determined by how long we live, but by how well we live. 
 
Here’s what you and I should remember every day we live.  You’re accountable to 
Jesus for how you follow Him.  I’m accountable to Jesus for how I follow Him.  So, how 
are you following Him?  Are you following Him well?  Are you following Him in a half-
hearted, mediocre way?  The Bible says every follower of Jesus is a disciple of Jesus.  
So, what kind of disciple are you?  This life matters.  How you follow Jesus in this life 
matters.  Jesus considers how you live out your life before Him very seriously.  Do you?  
At the final judgment, you and I are going to be evaluated by King Jesus.  The books 
will be opened.  What will they reveal?  I don’t want you walking out of here feeling all 
condemned.  That’s not the point of today’s message.  I want you to walk out of here 
feeling all inspired.  I get to live for King Jesus today, tomorrow and the next day!  I get 
to do stuff for King Jesus!  I get to help build Jesus’ Kingdom!  And some day I get to 
claim some of those rewards the Bible talks about.  Oh, you can be holier than God 
today and say, “I don’t need any rewards. I just do it all because I love Jesus so much.”  
Well, good for you!  I love Jesus, too, but I’m going to get me mine and you should get 
you yours!  God wants you to have everything coming to you!   
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The Bible teaches that those who reject Jesus will be completely rejected by Jesus at 
the final judgment.  Please understand what the Bible means by rejecting Jesus.  You 
can believe Jesus existed, and still reject Him.  You can believe He died on the cross 
and rose again, and still reject Him.  Rejecting Jesus means refusing to recognize that 
He died for your sins; refusing to ask Him to forgive you of your sins and be your Savior.  
It’s also refusing to surrender your life to Him as your Lord.  Jesus said about Himself, 
“‘There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him.  But anyone who does not 
believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.” 
(John 3:18 NLT)   Many very good, successful people, as defined by this world, will be 
rejected by Jesus because they rejected Him.   
 
Ted Turner is an extraordinarily successful businessman, a multi-millionaire, who has 
done tons of good, philanthropic stuff.  He says, “I’m not a religious person.  I believe 
this life is all we have….  Almost every religion talks about a savior coming.  When you 
look in the mirror in the morning,… you’re looking at the savior.  Nobody else is going to 
save you but yourself.”  That’s the basic attitude that sends people straight to Hell 
because it rejects Jesus.  By the way, even some very religious, spiritual, and – dare I 
say – Christian-looking people will be rejected by Jesus.  Why?  They lacked any true, 
personal relationship with Jesus.  He said, “‘Not everyone who calls me their Lord will 
get into the kingdom of heaven.  Only the ones who obey my Father in heaven will get 
in.   On the day of judgment many will call me their Lord. They will say, “We preached in 
your name, and in your name we forced out demons and worked many miracles.” But I 
will tell them, “I will have nothing to do with you! Get out of my sight, you evil 
people!”’”(Matthew 7:21-23 CEV) 
 
We are probably all very familiar with the Bible’s teaching that those who reject Jesus 
will experience Hell eternally.  It was Jesus - supposedly super tolerant and reluctant to 
judge - Jesus who said things like, “‘You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the 
narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose 
that way.  But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few 
ever find it.” (Matt 7:13-14 NLT)  You and I will have one of two destinies at the final 
judgment: Heaven or Hell.   Jesus taught that Hell is an eternal, everlasting, never 
ending condition.  In the Matthew 25 parable - what we heard dramatized a little earlier - 
Jesus said, “‘Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
life.’”  (Matt 25:46 NLT)  Today’s message is not about Hell as such, but be aware that 
the Bible depicts Hell as the place of God’s ultimate judgment and punishment.  Our text 
today, and Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25, mention fire.  Are we to understand that 
literally?  I don’t know, but Hell will certainly be a place of intense, terrible, unimaginable 
suffering forever.   But it’s a mistake to think the Bible teaches that Hell is God’s torture 
chamber.  Instead, it’s a very real place God had to create to keep those who want 
nothing to do with Him.  Hell is the last refuge for a person who wants nothing to do with 
God.  Hell is a place where people who reject God get what they want – life without God 
and life separate from God forever. 
 
There is much more that we could say about how the Bible describes God’s final 
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judgment upon those who reject Jesus, but let’s conclude this portion of the message by 
saying that they will experience eternal death.  The Revelation passage we read earlier 
depicts everyone who has ever lived being raised from the dead to stand before God at 
the final judgment.  Hades is mentioned there.  Hades was thought of in ancient times 
as the place where those who had no relationship with God were held until the final 
judgment.  But all these dead people are raised only to be condemned to eternal death.  
On the day of judgment, the truth of the Bible verse that says “For the wages of sin is 
death…” (Rom 6:23 NLT) will be fulfilled.  This is a kind of death beyond human 
description.  I appreciate how one Bible scholar tried to explain it, “As there is a second 
and higher life, so there is also a second and deeper death.  And as after that life there 
is no more death, so after that death there is no more life.” (Henry Alford)   
 
Rico Tice, a British evangelist, was in Australia visiting a friend. He went to a beach on 
Botany Bay. Rico decided to go for a swim. He was just taking off his shirt when his 
friend said, "What are you doing?" Rico said: "I'm going for a swim." Rico’s friend 
pointed him to some signs Rico hadn’t really noticed – Danger: Sharks - and said: 
"What about those signs?" Rico said: "Don't be ridiculous— I'll be fine." His friend said: 
"Listen, mate, 200 Australians have died in shark attacks— you've got to decide 
whether those shark signs are there to save you or to ruin your fun. You decide." Rico 
decided not to go for a swim.  Many of the words about Hell found in the Bible are all 
straight from Jesus' lips.  They're a loving warning to us.  The reason Jesus talked 
about Hell is because He doesn’t want people to go there. The reason Jesus died was 
so that people wouldn't have to go there. Who in your family, your school, your work 
place, your neighborhood needs to be warned?  Loving people means warning people. 
Well, who’s ready today for some different news about the final judgement?  Who’s 
ready for some good news?  Well, then, let’s consider next … 
 
WHAT IT MEANS FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW JESUS 

 

Some of us here today might be unaware of or confused by the fact that even followers 
of Jesus will stand before God and His judgment.  We will?  Yes, you will.  Yes, I will.  
Consider what God’s Word says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the 
body, whether good or bad.”  (2 Cor 5:10 NIV)  That was written to followers of Jesus. 
This judgment – sometimes referred to as “the judgment seat of Christ” – is often 
distinguished from “the great, white throne” judgment we read about in Rev. 20 earlier 
today, and I believe rightly so.  But are they two separate events in the last days or two 
phases of just one event?  That’s hard to determine in my estimation.  But what is 
unequivocally certain is that even followers of Jesus will experience judgment before 
Jesus at some point in the future.  What will that judgment mean? 
 
First of all, the final judgment will mean complete acceptance by Jesus for those who 
follow Jesus.  He said, “Everyone who acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will 
also acknowledge before my Father in heaven.” (Matt 10:32 NLT)  The Bible teaches 
that when Jesus died on the cross, He suffered God’s judgment upon your sins and 
mine.  He rescued us from God’s judgment by taking God’s judgment upon Himself.  
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When you repent and put your faith in Jesus as your Savior and Lord, your judgment is 
swallowed up and completely covered by what Jesus suffered on your behalf.  He died 
back then the death you and I deserve to die in the future.  The final judgment on the sin 
of all those who reject Jesus in this life is still to come.  The final judgment on your sin - 
if you have put your trust in Jesus - happened around 30 AD when Jesus died on the 
cross.  It became real for you personally the moment you put your trust in Him.  The 
Bible says, “You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was 
not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins.   He 
canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.  

In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by 
his victory over them on the cross.” (Col 2:13-15 NLT)   
 
Jesus parable in Matthew 25 – which has a lot to say about the final judgment - can 
make you feel uneasy.  How so?  It seems to deny that you’re saved by grace and 
grace alone.  Is Jesus teaching there that eternal life is given to people at the final 
judgment who showed compassion on others?  Is He saying that the willful neglect of 
those in need gets you rejected from Heaven?  No, Jesus is not teaching here that you 
get to Heaven by doing good works for others.  He’s not denying that the cross and the 
empty tomb are the basis of your salvation and mine.  But here’s what Jesus is doing.  
He’s giving you and me a picture of what genuine saving faith looks like.  Faith is more 
than just believing the right things about Jesus.  When you are truly born again by the 
Spirit of God, there will be an unbreakable connection between what you believe and 
what you do.  You will live and act in certain ways.  No, doing good deeds doesn’t make 
you right before God.  But, a life without good deeds hasn’t ever truly been made right 
before God either.  Genuine, Holy Spirit-inspired faith does stuff – real, practical stuff 
like feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and the imprisoned, 
welcoming the stranger, pursuing God, reaching out to the spiritually lost.  The people in 
Jesus’ story didn’t get into Heaven because they did good things.  The good things they 
did simply gave ample evidence of the relationship to Jesus they already enjoyed. 
 
At the final judgment, those who follow and love Jesus will receive eternal life.  The 
great Christian leader, Paul, put it like this, “I want to know Christ and experience the 
mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his 
death, so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead!” (Phil 
3:10-11 NLT)  Yes, we receive eternal life the moment we put our faith in Jesus, 
because the Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 6:23 NLT)  Nevertheless, we understand that 
there is a dimension of eternal life that is yet to be experienced by God’s children in the 
future.  When do those who follow and love Jesus get eternal life in all of its fullness?  
At the final judgement.  Again, Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25 assumes that’s when it 
happens, because at the very end of that story, Jesus says, “‘And they will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.’” (Matt 25:46 NLT)  I can 
describe to you today very little about what that kind of life will be like, but it’s safe to 
say that it will be more incredible and wonderful than any of us can possibly imagine.  
Yes, it will continue forever, but it will be also be of a quality that no one has ever 
experienced this side of Heaven.  It’s the same life by which God Himself lives – free of 
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sin, evil, disease, death, pain or struggle in any way.  It will be a life of “joy unspeakable 
and full of glory” as an old song puts it!  And the half has never yet been told!   
 
Let me mention one more truth about what those who follow Jesus will receive at the 
final judgment.  They will receive rewards.  Let me say it again as loudly and clearly as 
possible.  The final judgment for those who love Jesus is not about your eternal destiny.  
That was decided forever at the cross of Jesus!  For you, judgment day is all about your 
eternal reward.   The final judgment doesn’t determine whether you get into the 
Kingdom of God, but what kind of blessings, status, and authority you will experience 
there.  Now, this whole idea can make some of us nervous or uncomfortable.  Getting 
rewards – or not getting rewards – can seem a little unseemly.  After all, we’re getting 
eternal life; we’re getting the opportunity to live in the new Heavens and the new Earth; 
we’re getting Jesus forever.  Who needs any rewards beyond that?  All I can say is that 
there are just too many Bible verses that point to this reality to deny it.  There are 
passages that underline the fact that God is going to render some kind of judgment or 
evaluation on how those who followed Jesus actually went about it.  The Bible says that, 
“He will judge everyone according to what they have done.” (Rom 2:6 NLT)  It also says, 
“And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites.  He will 
judge or reward you according to what you do.  So you must live in reverent fear of him 
during your time here as ‘temporary residents.’”  (1 Pt 1:17 NLT)   
 
If this judgment is not about receiving the gift of eternal life, what is it about then?  The 
Bible suggests that it will be a divine evaluation of how you conducted your life as a 
follower of Jesus for the purpose of determining what rewards you will receive in 
eternity.  It will be personal and individual, because the Bible says, “Yes, each of us will 
give a personal account to God.” (Rom 14:2 NLT)  It will be comprehensive and 
thorough, because the Bible says, “For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will 
reveal our private motives. Then God will give to each one whatever praise is due.” (1 
Cor 4:5 NLT)  The true value of what we did – or didn’t do - to help build God’s Kingdom 
will be revealed, because the Bible says, “But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what 
kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value. 
If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward.  But if the work is burned up, the 
builder will suffer great loss.  The builder will be saved, but like someone barely 
escaping through a wall of flames.” (1 Cor 3:13-15 NLT) 
 
So, what are these rewards that followers of Jesus will receive?  I think the Bible 
struggles to convey to us what those Heavenly rewards will be like because they will be 
unlike anything we’ve ever experienced in this life.  Certainly it will mean great blessing 
in some way.  In His parable, Jesus said, “‘Then the King will say to those on his right, 
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the world.”’” (Matt 25:34 NLT)    Earlier in Matthew 25, 
Jesus told the parable of the talents.  That story and others Jesus told imply that some 
of Jesus’ followers will receive greater authority or responsibility in Heaven than others 
on the basis of how they followed Jesus in this life.   
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I don’t know how Jesus will pull it off.  Meaning what?  Jesus is going to evaluate you 
and me fully at the final judgement, but we won’t come out of it feeling ashamed or 
condemned.  How do I know that?  Because the Bible says, “So now there is no 
condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.”  (Rom 8:1 NLT)  Don’t be afraid of 
standing before King Jesus.  The One who will judge you on that day is the same One 
who loved you so much as to die for you on the cross.  Will there be some remorse and 
regret at the final judgment when Jesus reveals our failures, our missed opportunities in 
this life, or our impure motives?  Perhaps, I don’t really know.  But here’s what I do now.  
Tom Hanks, in the movie “A League Of Our Own” said there’s no crying in baseball.  I 
don’t know about baseball, but I do know there’s no crying in Heaven.  The Bible says, 
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or 
crying or pain.  All these things are gone forever.” (Rev. 21:4 NLT)   
 
A university professor was invited to speak at a military base one December. A soldier 
named Ralph had been sent to meet him at the airport.  After they had introduced 
themselves, they headed toward the baggage claim.  As they walked down the 
concourse, Ralph kept disappearing.  Once to help an older woman whose suitcase had 
fallen open.  Once to lift two toddlers up to where they could see Santa Claus, then 
again to give directions to someone who was lost.  Each time he came back with a 
smile on his face.  "Where did you learn that?" the professor asked.  "What?" Ralph 
said.  "Where did you learn to live like that?" "Oh," Ralph said, "during the war, I guess." 
He then told the professor about his tour of duty in Vietnam, how it was his job to clear 
mine fields, how he watched some of his friends get blown up before his eyes, one after 
another.  "I learned to live between steps," he said. "I never knew whether the next one 
would be my last, so I learned to get everything I could out of the moment between 
when I picked up my foot and when I put it down again.  Every step I took was a whole 
new world, and I guess I've been that way ever since."  The abundance of your life and 
mine isn’t determined by how long we live, but by how well we live. 
 
Here’s what you and I should remember every day we live.  You’re accountable to 
Jesus for how you follow Him.  I’m accountable to Jesus for how I follow Him.  So, how 
are you following Him?  Are you following Him well?  Are you following Him in a half-
hearted, mediocre way?  The Bible says every follower of Jesus is a disciple of Jesus.  
So, what kind of disciple are you?  This life matters.  How you follow Jesus in this life 
matters.  Jesus considers how you live out your life before Him very seriously.  Do you?  
At the final judgment, you and I are going to be evaluated by King Jesus.  The books 
will be opened.  What will they reveal?  I don’t want you walking out of here feeling all 
condemned.  That’s not the point of today’s message.  I want you to walk out of here 
feeling all inspired.  I get to live for King Jesus today, tomorrow and the next day!  I get 
to do stuff for King Jesus!  I get to help build Jesus’ Kingdom!  And some day I get to 
claim some of those rewards the Bible talks about.  Oh, you can be holier than God 
today and say, “I don’t need any rewards. I just do it all because I love Jesus so much.”  
Well, good for you!  I love Jesus, too, but I’m going to get me mine and you should get 
you yours!  God wants you to have everything coming to you!   
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WHAT IS THE FINAL JUDGMENT?     REVELATION 20:11-15; MATTHEW 25:31-46   

Dennis Lee Curtis was arrested for theft back in 1992 in Rapid City, South Dakota. 
Curtis apparently had scruples about his thievery. In his wallet the police found a sheet 
of paper on which was written the following code: “I will not kill anyone unless I have to.  
I will take cash and food stamps—no checks. I will rob only at night. I will not wear a 
mask. I will not rob mini-marts or 7-Eleven stores. If I get chased by cops on foot, I will 
get away.  If chased by vehicle, I will not put the lives of innocent civilians on the line.  I 
will rob only seven months out of the year.  I will enjoy robbing from the rich to give to 
the poor.”  Yes, this thief had a sense of morality, but it was flawed. When he stood 
before the court, he wasn’t judged by the standards he had set for himself but by the 
higher law of the state. Likewise when you and I stand before God, we will not be 
judged by our own code of morality but by God's perfect standard. 

We’re towards the end of a message series on the end times.  God’s judgment can 
happen today in this life in the present.  But, it’s also coming in the future.  The Bible 
makes it very clear that there is going to be a final day of judgment unlike anything any 
of us have ever experienced in this life.  The Bible says, “Let all creation rejoice before 
the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth.  He will judge the world in 
righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness.” (Ps 96:13 NIV)  Some Christians 
believe it will happen after a literal 1,000 year reign of Jesus on the Earth.  Since I 
personally don’t believe in the necessity of a millennium, I’m content to say the timing of 
it is what Jesus Himself said: sometime after His second coming.  “‘But when the Son of 
Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit upon his glorious 
throne.  All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate the people 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.   He will place the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at his left.’” (Matt 25:31-33 NLT)  There are numerous other 
passages in the Bible that establish the fact that a final judgment will take place.  A key 
passage about the final judgment is our text for today.   

Is the concept of a God who judges you, me, and everyone else offensive to you? Do 
you think it incompatible with God being loving?  I appreciate how British theologian, 
N.T. Wright, answers those objections.  He writes, “The word judgment carries negative 
overtones for a good many people in our liberal and postliberal world.  We need to 
remind ourselves that throughout the Bible God's coming judgment is a good thing, 
something to be celebrated, longed for, yearned over.  It causes people to shout for joy 
and the trees of the field to clap their hands.  In a world of systematic injustice, bullying, 
violence, arrogance, and oppression, the thought that there might come a day when the 
wicked are firmly put in their place and the poor and weak are given their due is the best 
news there can be.  Faced with a world in rebellion, a world full of exploitation and 
wickedness, a good God must be a God of judgment.”  The Bible teaches that every last 
one of us is going to stand before God.  No one is too important to be immune from 
judgment; no one is too unimportant to make judgment inappropriate.  But God’s 
judgment will be different for one group than for another group.  Let’s consider… 

WHAT IT MEANS FOR THOSE WHO REJECT JESUS 
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The Bible teaches that those who reject Jesus will be completely rejected by Jesus at 
the final judgment.  Please understand what the Bible means by rejecting Jesus.  You 
can believe Jesus existed, and still reject Him.  You can believe He died on the cross 
and rose again, and still reject Him.  Rejecting Jesus means refusing to recognize that 
He died for your sins; refusing to ask Him to forgive you of your sins and be your Savior.  
It’s also refusing to surrender your life to Him as your Lord.  Jesus said about Himself, 
“‘There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him.  But anyone who does not 
believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.” 
(John 3:18 NLT)   Many very good, successful people, as defined by this world, will be 
rejected by Jesus because they rejected Him.   
 
Ted Turner is an extraordinarily successful businessman, a multi-millionaire, who has 
done tons of good, philanthropic stuff.  He says, “I’m not a religious person.  I believe 
this life is all we have….  Almost every religion talks about a savior coming.  When you 
look in the mirror in the morning,… you’re looking at the savior.  Nobody else is going to 
save you but yourself.”  That’s the basic attitude that sends people straight to Hell 
because it rejects Jesus.  By the way, even some very religious, spiritual, and – dare I 
say – Christian-looking people will be rejected by Jesus.  Why?  They lacked any true, 
personal relationship with Jesus.  He said, “‘Not everyone who calls me their Lord will 
get into the kingdom of heaven.  Only the ones who obey my Father in heaven will get 
in.   On the day of judgment many will call me their Lord. They will say, “We preached in 
your name, and in your name we forced out demons and worked many miracles.” But I 
will tell them, “I will have nothing to do with you! Get out of my sight, you evil 
people!”’”(Matthew 7:21-23 CEV) 
 
We are probably all very familiar with the Bible’s teaching that those who reject Jesus 
will experience Hell eternally.  It was Jesus - supposedly super tolerant and reluctant to 
judge - Jesus who said things like, “‘You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the 
narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose 
that way.  But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few 
ever find it.” (Matt 7:13-14 NLT)  You and I will have one of two destinies at the final 
judgment: Heaven or Hell.   Jesus taught that Hell is an eternal, everlasting, never 
ending condition.  In the Matthew 25 parable - what we heard dramatized a little earlier - 
Jesus said, “‘Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
life.’”  (Matt 25:46 NLT)  Today’s message is not about Hell as such, but be aware that 
the Bible depicts Hell as the place of God’s ultimate judgment and punishment.  Our text 
today, and Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25, mention fire.  Are we to understand that 
literally?  I don’t know, but Hell will certainly be a place of intense, terrible, unimaginable 
suffering forever.   But it’s a mistake to think the Bible teaches that Hell is God’s torture 
chamber.  Instead, it’s a very real place God had to create to keep those who want 
nothing to do with Him.  Hell is the last refuge for a person who wants nothing to do with 
God.  Hell is a place where people who reject God get what they want – life without God 
and life separate from God forever. 
 
There is much more that we could say about how the Bible describes God’s final 
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judgment upon those who reject Jesus, but let’s conclude this portion of the message by 
saying that they will experience eternal death.  The Revelation passage we read earlier 
depicts everyone who has ever lived being raised from the dead to stand before God at 
the final judgment.  Hades is mentioned there.  Hades was thought of in ancient times 
as the place where those who had no relationship with God were held until the final 
judgment.  But all these dead people are raised only to be condemned to eternal death.  
On the day of judgment, the truth of the Bible verse that says “For the wages of sin is 
death…” (Rom 6:23 NLT) will be fulfilled.  This is a kind of death beyond human 
description.  I appreciate how one Bible scholar tried to explain it, “As there is a second 
and higher life, so there is also a second and deeper death.  And as after that life there 
is no more death, so after that death there is no more life.” (Henry Alford)   
 
Rico Tice, a British evangelist, was in Australia visiting a friend. He went to a beach on 
Botany Bay. Rico decided to go for a swim. He was just taking off his shirt when his 
friend said, "What are you doing?" Rico said: "I'm going for a swim." Rico’s friend 
pointed him to some signs Rico hadn’t really noticed – Danger: Sharks - and said: 
"What about those signs?" Rico said: "Don't be ridiculous— I'll be fine." His friend said: 
"Listen, mate, 200 Australians have died in shark attacks— you've got to decide 
whether those shark signs are there to save you or to ruin your fun. You decide." Rico 
decided not to go for a swim.  Many of the words about Hell found in the Bible are all 
straight from Jesus' lips.  They're a loving warning to us.  The reason Jesus talked 
about Hell is because He doesn’t want people to go there. The reason Jesus died was 
so that people wouldn't have to go there. Who in your family, your school, your work 
place, your neighborhood needs to be warned?  Loving people means warning people. 
Well, who’s ready today for some different news about the final judgement?  Who’s 
ready for some good news?  Well, then, let’s consider next … 
 
WHAT IT MEANS FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW JESUS 

 

Some of us here today might be unaware of or confused by the fact that even followers 
of Jesus will stand before God and His judgment.  We will?  Yes, you will.  Yes, I will.  
Consider what God’s Word says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the 
body, whether good or bad.”  (2 Cor 5:10 NIV)  That was written to followers of Jesus. 
This judgment – sometimes referred to as “the judgment seat of Christ” – is often 
distinguished from “the great, white throne” judgment we read about in Rev. 20 earlier 
today, and I believe rightly so.  But are they two separate events in the last days or two 
phases of just one event?  That’s hard to determine in my estimation.  But what is 
unequivocally certain is that even followers of Jesus will experience judgment before 
Jesus at some point in the future.  What will that judgment mean? 
 
First of all, the final judgment will mean complete acceptance by Jesus for those who 
follow Jesus.  He said, “Everyone who acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will 
also acknowledge before my Father in heaven.” (Matt 10:32 NLT)  The Bible teaches 
that when Jesus died on the cross, He suffered God’s judgment upon your sins and 
mine.  He rescued us from God’s judgment by taking God’s judgment upon Himself.  



4 

 

When you repent and put your faith in Jesus as your Savior and Lord, your judgment is 
swallowed up and completely covered by what Jesus suffered on your behalf.  He died 
back then the death you and I deserve to die in the future.  The final judgment on the sin 
of all those who reject Jesus in this life is still to come.  The final judgment on your sin - 
if you have put your trust in Jesus - happened around 30 AD when Jesus died on the 
cross.  It became real for you personally the moment you put your trust in Him.  The 
Bible says, “You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was 
not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins.   He 
canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.  

In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by 
his victory over them on the cross.” (Col 2:13-15 NLT)   
 
Jesus parable in Matthew 25 – which has a lot to say about the final judgment - can 
make you feel uneasy.  How so?  It seems to deny that you’re saved by grace and 
grace alone.  Is Jesus teaching there that eternal life is given to people at the final 
judgment who showed compassion on others?  Is He saying that the willful neglect of 
those in need gets you rejected from Heaven?  No, Jesus is not teaching here that you 
get to Heaven by doing good works for others.  He’s not denying that the cross and the 
empty tomb are the basis of your salvation and mine.  But here’s what Jesus is doing.  
He’s giving you and me a picture of what genuine saving faith looks like.  Faith is more 
than just believing the right things about Jesus.  When you are truly born again by the 
Spirit of God, there will be an unbreakable connection between what you believe and 
what you do.  You will live and act in certain ways.  No, doing good deeds doesn’t make 
you right before God.  But, a life without good deeds hasn’t ever truly been made right 
before God either.  Genuine, Holy Spirit-inspired faith does stuff – real, practical stuff 
like feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and the imprisoned, 
welcoming the stranger, pursuing God, reaching out to the spiritually lost.  The people in 
Jesus’ story didn’t get into Heaven because they did good things.  The good things they 
did simply gave ample evidence of the relationship to Jesus they already enjoyed. 
 
At the final judgment, those who follow and love Jesus will receive eternal life.  The 
great Christian leader, Paul, put it like this, “I want to know Christ and experience the 
mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his 
death, so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead!” (Phil 
3:10-11 NLT)  Yes, we receive eternal life the moment we put our faith in Jesus, 
because the Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 6:23 NLT)  Nevertheless, we understand that 
there is a dimension of eternal life that is yet to be experienced by God’s children in the 
future.  When do those who follow and love Jesus get eternal life in all of its fullness?  
At the final judgement.  Again, Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25 assumes that’s when it 
happens, because at the very end of that story, Jesus says, “‘And they will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.’” (Matt 25:46 NLT)  I can 
describe to you today very little about what that kind of life will be like, but it’s safe to 
say that it will be more incredible and wonderful than any of us can possibly imagine.  
Yes, it will continue forever, but it will be also be of a quality that no one has ever 
experienced this side of Heaven.  It’s the same life by which God Himself lives – free of 
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sin, evil, disease, death, pain or struggle in any way.  It will be a life of “joy unspeakable 
and full of glory” as an old song puts it!  And the half has never yet been told!   
 
Let me mention one more truth about what those who follow Jesus will receive at the 
final judgment.  They will receive rewards.  Let me say it again as loudly and clearly as 
possible.  The final judgment for those who love Jesus is not about your eternal destiny.  
That was decided forever at the cross of Jesus!  For you, judgment day is all about your 
eternal reward.   The final judgment doesn’t determine whether you get into the 
Kingdom of God, but what kind of blessings, status, and authority you will experience 
there.  Now, this whole idea can make some of us nervous or uncomfortable.  Getting 
rewards – or not getting rewards – can seem a little unseemly.  After all, we’re getting 
eternal life; we’re getting the opportunity to live in the new Heavens and the new Earth; 
we’re getting Jesus forever.  Who needs any rewards beyond that?  All I can say is that 
there are just too many Bible verses that point to this reality to deny it.  There are 
passages that underline the fact that God is going to render some kind of judgment or 
evaluation on how those who followed Jesus actually went about it.  The Bible says that, 
“He will judge everyone according to what they have done.” (Rom 2:6 NLT)  It also says, 
“And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites.  He will 
judge or reward you according to what you do.  So you must live in reverent fear of him 
during your time here as ‘temporary residents.’”  (1 Pt 1:17 NLT)   
 
If this judgment is not about receiving the gift of eternal life, what is it about then?  The 
Bible suggests that it will be a divine evaluation of how you conducted your life as a 
follower of Jesus for the purpose of determining what rewards you will receive in 
eternity.  It will be personal and individual, because the Bible says, “Yes, each of us will 
give a personal account to God.” (Rom 14:2 NLT)  It will be comprehensive and 
thorough, because the Bible says, “For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will 
reveal our private motives. Then God will give to each one whatever praise is due.” (1 
Cor 4:5 NLT)  The true value of what we did – or didn’t do - to help build God’s Kingdom 
will be revealed, because the Bible says, “But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what 
kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value. 
If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward.  But if the work is burned up, the 
builder will suffer great loss.  The builder will be saved, but like someone barely 
escaping through a wall of flames.” (1 Cor 3:13-15 NLT) 
 
So, what are these rewards that followers of Jesus will receive?  I think the Bible 
struggles to convey to us what those Heavenly rewards will be like because they will be 
unlike anything we’ve ever experienced in this life.  Certainly it will mean great blessing 
in some way.  In His parable, Jesus said, “‘Then the King will say to those on his right, 
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the world.”’” (Matt 25:34 NLT)    Earlier in Matthew 25, 
Jesus told the parable of the talents.  That story and others Jesus told imply that some 
of Jesus’ followers will receive greater authority or responsibility in Heaven than others 
on the basis of how they followed Jesus in this life.   
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I don’t know how Jesus will pull it off.  Meaning what?  Jesus is going to evaluate you 
and me fully at the final judgement, but we won’t come out of it feeling ashamed or 
condemned.  How do I know that?  Because the Bible says, “So now there is no 
condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.”  (Rom 8:1 NLT)  Don’t be afraid of 
standing before King Jesus.  The One who will judge you on that day is the same One 
who loved you so much as to die for you on the cross.  Will there be some remorse and 
regret at the final judgment when Jesus reveals our failures, our missed opportunities in 
this life, or our impure motives?  Perhaps, I don’t really know.  But here’s what I do now.  
Tom Hanks, in the movie “A League Of Our Own” said there’s no crying in baseball.  I 
don’t know about baseball, but I do know there’s no crying in Heaven.  The Bible says, 
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or 
crying or pain.  All these things are gone forever.” (Rev. 21:4 NLT)   
 
A university professor was invited to speak at a military base one December. A soldier 
named Ralph had been sent to meet him at the airport.  After they had introduced 
themselves, they headed toward the baggage claim.  As they walked down the 
concourse, Ralph kept disappearing.  Once to help an older woman whose suitcase had 
fallen open.  Once to lift two toddlers up to where they could see Santa Claus, then 
again to give directions to someone who was lost.  Each time he came back with a 
smile on his face.  "Where did you learn that?" the professor asked.  "What?" Ralph 
said.  "Where did you learn to live like that?" "Oh," Ralph said, "during the war, I guess." 
He then told the professor about his tour of duty in Vietnam, how it was his job to clear 
mine fields, how he watched some of his friends get blown up before his eyes, one after 
another.  "I learned to live between steps," he said. "I never knew whether the next one 
would be my last, so I learned to get everything I could out of the moment between 
when I picked up my foot and when I put it down again.  Every step I took was a whole 
new world, and I guess I've been that way ever since."  The abundance of your life and 
mine isn’t determined by how long we live, but by how well we live. 
 
Here’s what you and I should remember every day we live.  You’re accountable to 
Jesus for how you follow Him.  I’m accountable to Jesus for how I follow Him.  So, how 
are you following Him?  Are you following Him well?  Are you following Him in a half-
hearted, mediocre way?  The Bible says every follower of Jesus is a disciple of Jesus.  
So, what kind of disciple are you?  This life matters.  How you follow Jesus in this life 
matters.  Jesus considers how you live out your life before Him very seriously.  Do you?  
At the final judgment, you and I are going to be evaluated by King Jesus.  The books 
will be opened.  What will they reveal?  I don’t want you walking out of here feeling all 
condemned.  That’s not the point of today’s message.  I want you to walk out of here 
feeling all inspired.  I get to live for King Jesus today, tomorrow and the next day!  I get 
to do stuff for King Jesus!  I get to help build Jesus’ Kingdom!  And some day I get to 
claim some of those rewards the Bible talks about.  Oh, you can be holier than God 
today and say, “I don’t need any rewards. I just do it all because I love Jesus so much.”  
Well, good for you!  I love Jesus, too, but I’m going to get me mine and you should get 
you yours!  God wants you to have everything coming to you!   


