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WHAT ABOUT JESUS’ SECOND COMING?                                MATTHEW 24:36-51 

How many of you this morning believe that Jesus Christ will come again one day?  It’s 
safe to say that people look forward to Jesus’ return for different reasons.  A teenage 
daughter had been told that she wasn’t allowed to date anyone until she’d reached her 
16th birthday.  She was asked by a nice young man to attend a Christmas party when 
she was 15 years and 9 months of age.  “Dad,” she asked, “Can I go to this Christmas 
party? This really cute guy asked me.  Can I go, please?”  Dad asked her, “Are you 16 
years old yet?”  He knew full well that she wouldn’t be 16 until February.  “You know I’m 
not 16 yet,” she protested.  “Well, then, I guess you’ll just have to wait until next 
Christmas,” Dad responded.  “Maybe someone else will ask you then.”  After a pause, 
she looked at her dad and said, “Dad, do you really believe in the second coming of 
Jesus?”  Dad was a bit puzzled by this sudden turn in the conversation. “Sure, I believe 
in the second coming of Jesus.”  With lightning bolts blazing from her eyes and steam 
emerging from her ears, his daughter said, “Dad, I just hope Jesus comes back before 
my birthday in February so you have to live through all eternity knowing I never even 
had one date!”  So there! Could there be anything worse? 

We’re in the midst of a message series on the last days. Today, we’re going to try and 
answer the question, “What about Jesus’ second coming?” which probably everyone 
agrees is one of the central, if not the most important, question of all to answer and 
understand.  Since Jesus’ own perspective is arguably the most important, let’s read 
what He said about it first.  The next chapter – Matthew 25 – features three stories or 
parables that also give us a wealth of information about Jesus’ perspective on His 
second coming, but we’ll have to consider them more carefully another day.  Let’s get 
into it this morning by asking and answering four related questions.  Here’s the first 
question…. 

WHAT DID JESUS SAY ABOUT IT? 

It’s very important that we understand the context of the Scripture passage we just read.  
Last week we focused on the first 35 verses of Matthew 24.  We learned that Jesus 
spoke these words just a few days before He died on the cross and rose again from the 
dead.  Right at the beginning of chapter 24, Jesus leaves the temple in Jerusalem never 
to return.  The disciples want him to admire the beautiful temple buildings with them, but 
instead Jesus offers a stunning prophecy.  “‘Do you see all these buildings? I tell you 
the truth, they will be completely demolished. Not one stone will be left on top of 
another!’” (Mt 24:2 NLT)  This is very troubling news to Jesus’ disciples, so they ask 
Him, “‘Tell us, when will all this happen? What sign will signal your return and the end of 
the world?’” (Mt 24:3 NLT)  Now, the disciples appear to ask a two part question. First, 
when will the temple be destroyed?  Second, when will you return and the current world 
come to an end? It’s probably true that they thought both those events would happen at 
the same time – the temple’s destruction and Jesus’ return.  As first century Jews, it 
was inconceivable that God would allow the current world to just continue on if the 
temple was destroyed.  If the temple was destroyed, they assumed it must mean the 
end of human history and the beginning of eternity.   
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But I believe Jesus corrects their mistaken assumptions.  No, these two events will not 
happen at the same time. In v. 4-35, I believe Jesus predicts the destruction of the city 
of Jerusalem and the temple about 40 years in the future in 70 AD. That’s an event that 
will happen in the lifetime of many who were listening to Him right then and there.  He 
even says, “‘I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass from the scene until all 
these things take place.’” (Mt 24:34 NLT)  But, then, starting in v. 36, Jesus begins to 
answer the disciples’ second question up in v. 3 – the question as to when He will return 
and the end of this current world as we know it.  He says, “‘But about that day or hour 
no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.’” (Mt 
24:36 NIV)  There are at least two grammatical reasons to believe that a major shift 
occurs at v. 36. One is simply the use of the word “but.”  To my way of thinking, Jesus is 
contrasting what He is about to say next from what He has just said.  Another reason is 
that Jesus refers now to “that day” and “that hour” which is singular while he speaks 
about “those days” when referring to the temple’s destruction.  “‘If those days had not 
been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be 
shortened…. Immediately after the distress of those days….’” (Mt 24:22, 29 NIV).  

Now, interpreting v. 4-35 as being fulfilled by the temple’s destruction in 70 AD and v. 
36-51 as being about Jesus’ second coming in the future, allows us to appreciate some 
important contrasts between the two events.  Clearly, Jesus second coming will be a 
very different event than the temple’s destruction.  First, the temple’s destruction would 
be preceded by many signs while Jesus’ second coming will not.  We saw last week 
that Jesus offered up multiple signs that the temple would be destroyed soon:  religious 
fakes and messianic pretenders, wars, famines, earthquakes, the good news spreading 
to the entire Greco-Roman world.  All that happened before 70 AD.  He even predicted 
one specific sign that would precede the temple’s destruction.  He called it “the 
abomination that causes desolation” in v. 15, which I believe was the Roman army’s 
siege of Jerusalem and eventual destruction of the city and the temple itself.  But Jesus 
implies clearly here that no signs will precede His second coming.  “‘So you, too, must 
keep watch! For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming…. You also must be 
ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected.’” (Mt 24:42, 44)   

Now, last week we recognized that Christians with a high view of Scripture – its 
inspiration and authority – disagree about how to interpret Matthew 24:4-35.  Some 
reject the idea that Jesus was speaking about the temple’s destruction and see it, 
instead, as being completely about the future second coming of Jesus.  Others, like me, 
see it as being a prophecy that was fulfilled in 70 AD some 40 years after Jesus went 
back to Heaven.  Now, I must say that if you believe v. 4-35 is really about the second 
coming in the future – and many Christians do – I don’t know how you avoid making 
Jesus contradict Himself.  In v. 36-50, He makes it clear that no signs of His second 
coming will be provided.  It will be an event you cannot anticipate.  But if all the signs He 
provides in v. 4-35 are really about His second coming after all, then didn’t Jesus just 
contradict Himself? 

Here’s a second difference.  Jesus predicted when the temple’s destruction would take 
place, but He did not know when He would return.  Again, about the temple’s 
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destruction, Jesus says, “‘I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass from the scene 
until all these things take place.’” (Mt 24:34 NLT)  Depending on what date you accept 
for His birth, Jesus spoke those words somewhere between 30-33 AD in the first 
century.  The temple was destroyed in 70 AD about 40 years later.  That’s very precise.  
But what does Jesus clearly say here about the date or time of His second coming?  
“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the 
angels in heaven or the Son himself.  Only the Father knows…. So you, too, must keep 
watch!  For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming….   So you, too, must keep 
watch!  For you do not know the day or hour of my return.” (Mt 24:36, 42; 25:13 NLT)  

Jesus second coming would be a very different event than the temple’s destruction in 
yet another way.  The temple’s destruction could be predicted and avoided, but Jesus’ 
second coming cannot be predicted or avoided.  All the signs Jesus provided in v. 4-35 
would give His followers ample warning of what was about to happen to Jerusalem and 
the temple.  Jesus told them to run away from the city once they saw those signs 
happening.  But it will not be possible to predict or avoid Jesus’ second coming.  Jesus 
makes an analogy to the Old Testament story of Noah and the great flood that wiped 
out the Earth.  “‘When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day.  In 
those days before the flood, the people were enjoying banquets and parties and 
weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat.  People didn’t realize what was 
going to happen until the flood came and swept them all away. That is the way it will be 
when the Son of Man comes.’” (Mt 24:37-39 NLT)  What’s His point?   The great flood 
was a divine moment – a God moment - when He did something spectacular.  Like the 
great flood, everyone will be caught off guard by Jesus’ second coming.  Like the great 
flood, human beings will be unprepared for Jesus’ return.  Like the great flood, Jesus 
will return when everything seems perfectly normal and routine.  People will be focused 
on chasing after material things, pursuing life’s ambitions, and celebrating earthly 
activities like weddings and parties.  Jesus will come at a time when His coming is the 
farthest thing from people’s minds!  But just like the great flood, Jesus’ second coming 
will be sudden, universal, and unavoidable.  We could always say more, but let’s move 
on to answering a question perhaps you’ve never ever asked. 

WHY WILL JESUS RETURN? 

What’s the purpose of Jesus second coming?  Why can’t followers of Jesus just die and 
go to Heaven to be with Him eternally?  What’s the big deal about Jesus’ return?  Let 
me provide four quick answers to a big question.  First, Jesus will return because the 
Bible says He will.  Let me just throw some other Bible verses at you that make that 
very clear.  “‘Why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken 
from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw 
him go!’” (Acts 1:11 NLT)  “But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised 
as the first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes 
back.”  (1 Cor 15:23 NLT)  “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a 
commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God.”  
(1 Th. 4:16 NLT) “Now… let us clarify some things about the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and how we will be gathered to meet him.” (2 Th 2:1 NLT)  “Look! He comes with 



4 

 

the clouds of heaven.  And everyone will see him - even those who pierced him.  And all 
the nations of the world will mourn for him. Yes!  Amen!”  (Rev. 1:7 NLT)  “‘Look, I am 
coming soon!...  Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all 
people according to their deeds.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, 
the Beginning and the End.’” (Rev. 22:7, 12-13 NLT).   

Second, Jesus will return so that God can restore His perfect creation.  The Bible 
makes it clear that when Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, humanity as a 
whole fell into sin and its devastating effects. Our relationship with God was broken.  
Our relationship with one another was broken.  Even our relationship with nature and 
the environment was broken.  When Jesus returns, God will make paradise lost 
paradise restored.  His original purpose and plan for human beings and even the 
physical universe will be completely accomplished.  Third, Jesus will return so God’s 
goodness and glory can be vindicated.  Many people over the centuries have doubted 
God’s goodness and have also rejected the fact that He alone is worthy of all glory and 
honor.  When Jesus returns, God’s goodness and glory will be established forever.  
Fourthly, Jesus will return so God’s love for His people can be proved.  God has 
promised to deliver and provide for those who down through the ages have loved and 
obeyed Him.  Those who have suffered for the name of Jesus will be vindicated.  Those 
who have given up their lives in the name of Jesus will be honored.  All of God’s 
enemies will be cast down at Jesus’ return and all of God’s people will be lifted up.  
Here’s a third big question for which I will try to offer a brief answer. 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN AT JESUS’ SECOND COMING? 

In addition to what we read in Matthew 24, no other passage in the Bible tells us more 
about what will happen at Jesus’ second coming than 1 Thessalonians 4:13 – 5:11.  
Here’s what I believe Scripture says will happen on what’s sometimes called the Day of 
the Lord.  This will be perhaps the greatest God moment of them all.  I have no idea 
whether these things will happen instantaneously when Jesus returns or will get worked 
out over a more prolonged time frame.  But they’re all clearly associated with Jesus’ 
second coming.  First, Jesus will come literally and personally from Heaven.  “‘Jesus 
has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the 
same way you saw him go!’” (Acts 1:11 NLT)  “For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven….”  (1 Th. 4:16 NLT)  Second, all dead followers of Jesus will be raised.  Their 
spirits which were with Jesus in Heaven will be re-united with their physical remains, but 
those bodies will be new, resurrected bodies much like the one Jesus had after His 
resurrection.  “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the 
believers who have died will rise from their graves. (1 Th 4:16  NLT)  “But there is an 
order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; then all who 
belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back.” (1 Cor 15:23 NLT)   

Third, all believers who are alive at Jesus’ return will raptured.  That word means to 
sweep or snatch up to join Jesus at His return.  At that moment, living believers will also 
receive their resurrected bodies.  “Then, together with them, we who are still alive and 
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remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we 
will be with the Lord forever.” (1 Th 4:17 NLT)  “It will happen in a moment, in the blink 
of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown.  For when the trumpet sounds, those who 
have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be transformed. 
 For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal 
bodies must be transformed into immortal bodies”  (1 Cor 15:52-53 NLT  Did you think 
you’d spend eternity floating around like some disembodied spirit - a ghost?  Wrong!  
You’ll have a real body in which to inhabit eternity, but a body no longer subject to 
illness, weakness, or death.  Fourth, all unbelievers – dead or alive – will face a final 
judgment before God.  “The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some 
people think.  No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be 
destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.  (2 Peter 3:9 NLT)  “When people are saying, 
‘Everything is peaceful and secure,’ then disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a 
pregnant woman’s labor pains begin. And there will be no escape.” (1 Th 5:3 NLT) 

Fifth, the current physical universe will be transformed into the new Heavens and the 
new Earth.  “Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very 
elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be 
found to deserve judgment…. On that day, he will set the heavens on fire, and the 
elements will melt away in the flames.  But we are looking forward to the new heavens 
and new earth he has promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness.”  (2 Peter 3:10, 
12-13 NLT)  Finally, everyone will then enter their eternal condition: those who have 
followed Jesus will enter into eternal life while those who have rejected Jesus will enter 
into eternal damnation and death.  “‘And they will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous will go into eternal life.’” (Mt 25:46 NLT)  Well, that leaves us with just one 
important question to answer quickly. 

HOW CAN I BE READY FOR JESUS’ RETURN? 

First of all, being ready has nothing to do with knowing when Jesus will return.  Didn’t 
Jesus say, “‘No one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the 
angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows.’”  (Mt 24:36 NLT)?  Just 
before He went back to Heaven, the disciples asked him about the future and He said, 
“‘The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for 
you to know.’” (Acts 1:7 NLT)  It’s amazing to me how many folk want to sidestep this 
clear teaching of the Bible.  Now and again, some crackpot will surface claiming he or 
she knows that Jesus will return by such and such a date, or “within just a few years,” or 
even “within this generation.”  When someone challenged one of these pathetic so-
called prophets about the fact that the Bible says we can’t know the day or the hour, he 
replied, “Well, that doesn’t mean we can’t know the month and the year!”  Yes, it does! 
Ignore these people.  Don’t buy their books.  Don’t listen to their broadcasts.  Don’t visit 
their websites.  Don’t read their blogs.  They are false prophets. 

While we can’t know when Jesus will return, we can know something about how He will 
return.  Both Matthew 24 and 1 Thessalonians 4 and 5 tell us it will be sudden, 
unexpected and unavoidable.  Both Jesus and Paul said it will be like a thief coming to 
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your home.  I’ve never had my home robbed, but I’m not expecting a postcard anytime 
soon that reads, “Dear Rick, I’ll be at your home on Thursday morning at 3 AM in order 
to steal everything of value.  See you then.  Love, Thief.”  A break in is by its very nature 
sudden and unexpected.  Jesus will return suddenly and unexpectantly.  Paul also 
compared it to a woman in labor, “Disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a pregnant 
woman’s labor pains begin.  And there will be no escape.” (1 Th 5:3 NLT)  Can you 
imagine a mother saying, “Wow, this really hurts a lot.  I’d like to reconsider giving birth.  
Time out!  Can we re-schedule this birth for another time?”  No, giving birth is 
unavoidable.  In the same way, Jesus’ second coming is unavoidable.   

Secondly, being ready for Jesus’ return has everything to do with following Jesus 
intentionally and faithfully.  That was Jesus’ point in the stories He tells in Matthew 24 
and 25 about being ready, being alert, and being watchful. Paul makes the same point 
in 1 Thessalonians 5.  Being ready never means sitting quietly and passively gazing into 
the sky to see if Jesus is on His way.  I get a kick out of the angels’ mild rebuke of the 
disciples when Jesus ascended back to Heaven, “‘Men of Galilee,… why are you 
standing here staring into heaven?  Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but 
someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!”  (Acts 1:11 NLT) 
It’s as if they say, “So, in the meantime, why don’t you just hustle back to Jerusalem so 
that the Holy Spirit can come upon you and you can get busy making disciples!”   

Being prepared demands a personal relationship with Jesus.  I’m talking about 
conversion, regeneration, and being born again spiritually.  It starts there but it, by no 
means, ends there.  Being prepared also demands ongoing transformation.  No, not 
perfection, but intentionally cooperating with the Holy Spirit to become like Jesus in my 
character and to do whatever He’s called me to do.  It means being a disciple of Jesus.  
It means more than just believing the right things about Jesus. It means obeying Him in 
my daily, walk around life. I live every day with the awareness that I might well be face 
to face with Jesus before the day is over.  How should that very possible scenario – 
either by your sudden death or Jesus’ sudden return - affect your speech today?  How 
you treat people today?  How you spend your money today?  How you spend your time 
today?  What you allow to matter to you today?  That’s what it means to live alertly, 
watchfully and preparedly.  That’s part of what it means to be ready for Jesus’ return.   

Do you follow Jesus intentionally and faithfully?  Do you pray?  Do you have a heart for 
the lost?  Do you share your faith?  Do you tithe?  Do you serve the poor and 
disadvantaged in some way?  Are you getting better at applying God’s Word to your 
everyday life?  Do you know how God has gifted you spiritually?  Are you using those 
gifts somewhere in the church or out in the community in some real, practical, helpful 
way?  So you think the only thing that’s important is getting your doctrine right?  You’re 
too busy to grow as a disciple of Jesus?  You’re too preoccupied with this life and its 
demands?  You’re just not interested in being a disciple of Jesus?  Everything else is 
more important?  The Bible makes it only too clear that what matters at the end of the 
day is how you live not what you believe.  That’s being alert and awake spiritually.  
That’s what it means to be ready and to be prepared for the coming of Jesus.   
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Wendy Murray Zoba is a Christian author and speaker.  When her son, Ben, was much 
younger, he’d heard more than one sermon about the importance of surrendering our 
lives to Jesus.  Ben seemed open enough to the Lord, so it disturbed Wendy and her 
husband when he stubbornly resisted their invitations for him to give his life to Jesus – 
in other words, to consciously and personally claim Jesus as his Savior and Lord.  Ben 
would offer no explanations; he would simply tell his parents that he wasn't ready.  He 
resisted for several months. Then, one morning as the family sat around the kitchen 
table eating Cheerios, little Ben – just out of the blue - announced that he was ready to 
give his life to Jesus.  He then got up from the table and went upstairs.  Wendy and her 
husband looked at each other and followed him up the stairs to his bedroom.  They kind 
of expected to find Ben on his knees in prayer.  They didn’t.  Instead, they found him 
folding his Star Wars pajamas into his Sesame Street suitcase.  They said, "Ben, what 
are you doing?"  He answered, "Packing."  "Why?" they asked.  "To go to Heaven," Ben 
said.  Wendy and her husband then understood why their child hesitated to give his life 
to Jesus. He thought that in so doing, he would have to leave them and take up 
residence, literally right then and there, with Jesus in Heaven.  There’s something 
admirable in Ben’s simple faith.  We should all have our hearts so fixed on Jesus’ return 
that any attachments to this earthly life pale in comparison.   

The big “takeaway” this morning is Jesus’ numerous calls to be ready and to be 
prepared for His return. That means different things to different people.  For some of us 
here today, it means starting a personal relationship with Jesus.  For others, it means 
getting far more intentional about being Jesus’ disciple.  Are you ready?  Are you 
prepared?  What does that look like for you?   


