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MILLENNIUM OR KINGDOM OF GOD?                     MARK 1:14-15; MATTHEW 6:33 

Are you ready for the end of the world?  If not, a company named Vivos can help you 
and your loved ones get prepared.  The Vivos website says, "Whether we want to 
believe it or not, we are on the cusp of an increase in number and magnitude of events 
that may, in the twinkling of an eye, change the world, as we know it."  They list a range 
of possible cataclysmic disasters including Armageddon, plagues, a solar kill shot, a 
super volcanic eruption, killer asteroids and comets, mega tsunamis, an economic 
meltdown, a nuclear explosion, a nuclear reactor meltdown, biological or chemical 
disasters, terrorism, and widespread anarchy.  But for a mere $35,000 per person, you 
can co-own an underground Vivos shelter in one of their airtight, fully self-contained, 
impervious to disaster complexes designed to survive any catastrophe.  Their website 
advertises:  “Our [complexes] comfortably accommodate community groups from 50 to 
1,000 people, in spacious living quarters, outfitted and stocked for a minimum of 1 year 
of autonomous survival to ride out the potential events.  Every detail has been 
considered and planned for.  Members need to only arrive before their facility is locked 
down and secured from the chaos above. Vivos is your solution to ride out these 
catastrophes, so you may survive to be a part of the next Genesis!" They also offer this 
reminder: "It wasn't raining when Noah built the ark." 

Well, last week we delved into the subject of the Millennium in this message series on 
the last days.  I remind you that Jesus never mentions a Millennium and, except for the 
one passage we discussed last week (Rev. 20:1-10), it’s absent from the rest of the 
New Testament.  I’ve come to this conclusion.  It’s a mistake to get fixated or focused 
on the Millennium.  I believe it’s equally a mistake to get fixated on what some prophecy 
specialists seem to suggest should be the focus of your life and mine:  trying to figure 
out if this is the year, the decade, or the generation Jesus will return (especially when 
Jesus made it clear no one knows the day or the hour), suggesting this person or that 
person might be the Antichrist, analyzing different political events in the middle East and 
then claiming they fulfill a biblical prophecy.  Frankly, I believe the websites, the books, 
the conferences, the articles, the blogs, and the movies devoted to such subjects are a 
colossal waste of time and money.  Even worse, getting fixated on those things can 
divert you and me from the things we really should care about and focus upon.  I believe 
we should focus on what Jesus focused on.  Jesus didn’t focus on the Millennium, or 
Antichrist, or even on His second coming.  Instead, Jesus focused on something He 
referred to constantly as the kingdom of God.  Question number one, then, is … 
 
WHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD? 

 

Did you know that Jesus refers to the “kingdom of God” or the “kingdom of Heaven” 
some 80 times in the four Gospels?  Right at the beginning of His ministry, we read, 
“After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. ‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 
believe the good news!’” (Mk 1:14-15 NIV)  The only word He used more in the four 
Gospels was “Father” to refer to God, His Father.  And yet Jesus never defined kingdom 
of God.  He often said, “The kingdom of God is like…” and then He would tell a parable 
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that gives us a snapshot of some feature of the kingdom of God.  But never a 
straightforward definition.  So, what is the kingdom of God?  Here’s what helps me 
understand it.  First and foremost, it’s the spiritual reign and rule of Jesus now and in 
the future.   The people to whom Jesus came first – Jews living in the land of Israel – 
were longing for the kingdom of God.  They believed God was their King.  They believed 
one day all the pagans running their country (specifically, the Romans) would be kicked 
out by a figure known as the Messiah.  They believed this Messiah would reign over 
Israel in great power and glory, establish its independence and supremacy, and lead it 
into becoming an international power.  When John the Baptist appeared on the scene, 
many thought he was the Messiah.  But John said, “No, I’m not the Messiah, but I am 
here to prepare the way for the Messiah.”   

Jesus began His ministry soon thereafter, and He boldly claimed that in His life and 
ministry the kingdom of God had just arrived.  But He made it pretty clear from the 
beginning that the kingdom of God was not going to come in the way that most people 
back then anticipated or expected.  He wasn’t interested in having a literal crown put on 
His head and sitting on some throne in downtown Jerusalem.  No, this was all about 
invading Satan’s kingdom of sin and evil and releasing people from his tyranny today 
and forever.  The kingdom of God is God’s reign and rule over, in, and through the 
hearts of His people.  And it’s about the growing spiritual influence His people can and 
will have as they spread the message of His love and grace from one community to 
another until it reaches every nation, every city, every community, and every 
neighborhood.  By and through God’s people, the kingdom of God permeate and 
spreads into the halls of government, the corridors of education, health care, any and 
every kind of societal group imaginable.   

Here’s another way to think of the kingdom of God.  By the way, my thanks to the late 
Dallas Willard, a godly university professor and author, for this idea.  The kingdom of 
God is the range of God’s effective will.  We’re a little hampered by this whole image of 
a king and a kingdom, because we live in a democracy.  The United Kingdom has 
Queen Elizabeth, but she’s really more of a symbol and a figurehead.  She has very 
little real power.  The new king of Saudi Arabia, King Salman, is closer to the biblical 
concept of a king, but even he falls short of being an absolute monarch.  In Jesus’ day, 
a king was a person who had absolute power, control and authority over everything and 
everyone in his kingdom.  Think of it this way.  Every one of us actually has a kingdom 
or a “queendom” – a realm that is uniquely our own, where our choices and decisions 
determine what happens.  You could say that our ‘kingdom’ is simply the range of our 
effective will.  Whatever we genuinely have the say over is in our kingdom. Now, true, 
the kingdom of God is bigger than the Universe itself.  The kingdom of God existed 
before creation and it will never end. The kingdom of God isn’t something human beings 
can either bring about or damage in any way.  But, in a very real sense, the analogy is 
still valid.  God’s kingdom is the range of His effective will, where what He wants done is 
done.  Whoever and whatever obeys those principles is within His kingdom.   

Here’s something else that’s important to know about the kingdom of God.  It’s already 
here, but it’s not fully here yet.  On the one hand, Jesus made it plain that the kingdom 
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of God was now newly accessible to human beings when He arrived on the scene.  The 
kingdom of God was here in His words and the authority of His teachings.  It was here 
when He forgave people of their sins. It was here when He cast demons out of people 
because it showed His mastery over the devil and evil of all kinds.  It was here in His 
miracles of healing which were far more than just doing nice things for disabled people.  
This was demonstrating God’s invasion of this planet in a new and wonderful way.  But 
then the greatest demonstration of the coming of God’s kingdom was Jesus’ death on 
the cross and His resurrection.  Why? Because it was there that the power of sin was 
forever broken.  It was there that hell’s grip on human beings was released.  It was 
there that the ultimate victory of death was reversed.   

On the other hand, even Jesus acknowledged that the kingdom of God hasn’t fully 
come yet.  When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we say, “‘May your Kingdom come soon.  
May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.” (Mt 6:10 NLT)  Or, at the Last 
Supper, Jesus said to His disciples, “‘I tell you the truth, I will not drink wine again until 
the day I drink it new in the Kingdom of God.” (Mk 14:25 NLT)  So, when will the 
kingdom of God get here fully or completely?  At Jesus’ second coming.  That’s when all 
of God’s enemies will be finally and forever defeated.  That’s when all of God’s people 
will be delivered finally and forever from sin, from death, from sickness, from tears and 
sadness, from any and all pain.  That’s when God will create the new Heavens and the 
new Earth. That’s when King Jesus will begin to reign and rule forever.  The graph up 
there on the screen tries to explain it visually.  The kingdom of God doesn’t come all at 
once, but kind of in stages. It became accessible and available to us at Jesus’ first 
coming and it has continued to grow and expand for some 2,000 years now.  It will 
continue to do so until Jesus returns.  But when He returns the kingdom of God will  

One of the oldest and best analogies to help our understanding of how all this works 
comes to us from World War 2.  June 6, 1944 is known as D-Day.  That marks the day 
of the Allied invasion of Nazi-controlled Europe.  It was a terrible struggle, but the Allies 
were ultimately successful.  Almost a year later on May 7, 1945 (often called V-Day or 
Victory Day), the war in Europe came to an end and peace was declared when the 
Nazis unconditionally surrendered.  Were there battles between June 6th of one year 
and May 7th of the next year?  Many, terrible battles.  Were lives lost and many 
wounded in those eleven months?  Of course!  But most military historians will tell you 
that when the Allies successfully invaded in June of 1944, the outcome of the war was 
now inevitable.  The Nazis were going to lose.  The Allies were going to win. It was just 
a matter of time and of them relentlessly pushing forward towards Berlin.  Likewise, 
when Jesus died and rose again that was D-Day for the kingdom of God.  Did Satan just 
throw in the towel and give up then and there?  Of course not!  He continues to oppose 
God and His people and has done so for 2,000 years.  There have been countless 
spiritual battles fought over those twenty centuries all over the world.  The kingdom of 
God has won some of those battles. The kingdom of darkness has won other of those 
battles.  But God’s Word makes it clear that when Jesus rose from the dead, the 
outcome of this titanic spiritual war was now inevitable.  Satan is going to lose.  Jesus is 
going to win.  It’s just a matter of time and of the followers of Jesus pushing forward.  
Then, one day in the future Jesus is going to return literally and personally. That’s going 
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to be V-Day, Victory Day, for the kingdom of God.  The war will come to an end.  Satan 
will have to unconditionally surrender. God’s reign and God’s peace will be experienced 
everywhere and forever.  That leads to a second important question and its answer. 

HOW CAN I GET INTO GOD’S KINGDOM? 

 
If God is bigger than the universe, then it would stand to reason that His kingdom is 
bigger than the universe itself.  That’s very true in one sense.  Well, then, isn’t 
everything and everyone just automatically a part of His kingdom?  No, it doesn’t work 
that way.  If a kingdom is the range of someone’s effective will, then the kingdom of God 
is whatever and whoever does the will of God.  We know Satan doesn’t do God’s will. 
So, at the very least, there is a kingdom of spiritual darkness that opposes God, hates 
God, and does everything possible to destroy the people and the work of God.  By the 
same token, many people have never surrendered their personal, individual kingdom of 
self to the kingdom of God.  In fact, no one is just automatically a part of God’s kingdom.  
And even though, yes, God could force you to be in His kingdom or demand that you 
support it, He doesn’t actually do that.  You can choose to reject His kingdom and live 
outside of it.  Many, many actually do just that.  You have to be invited to come into 
God’s kingdom.  You have to enter into it spiritually. And you have to live in it by a 
conscious decision. So, again, how does that happen? How can I get into this kingdom? 
 
Listen again to what Jesus said, “‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God 
has come near. Repent and believe the good news!’” (Mk 1:15 NIV)  The first answer to 
that question is that I repent.  What does that mean?  It means that I consciously 
recognize the enormous moral gulf between God and me.  It means being genuinely 
sorry for all of my words, attitudes, and actions that have saddened the heart of God.  It 
means being willing to change and become the person God wants me to be with the 
Holy Spirit’s help.  Repentance demands humility.  Repentance demands counting the 
cost of becoming a follower of Jesus and being willing to pay that price.  Nobody gets 
into the kingdom of God without repentance.  Just going to church won’t do it.  Just 
having Christian parents won’t do it.  Just coming forward at the end of a service and 
praying a prayer won’t do it.  Just getting baptized won’t do it.  Repentance is 
recognizing that I must change and being willing to change.   
 
Listen again to what else Jesus said, “‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of 
God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!’” (Mk 1:15 NIV)   What does it 
mean to believe the good news?  At the very least, it means putting my trust and 
confidence in Jesus alone both for this life and for eternity.  Jesus said of Himself, 
“‘Everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.’” (Jo 3:15 NLT)  In another place, 
the Christian leader, Paul, put it like this, “If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by 
believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring 
your faith that you are saved.” (Ro 10:9-10 NLT)  Believing the good news is also 
another way of saying that you and I have to be born into this kingdom.  Listen to what 
Jesus said, “‘I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of 
water and the Spirit.’” (Jo 3:5).  Being born of water is a reference to natural, physical 
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birth.  Being born of the Holy Spirit is when the Holy Spirit comes into or enters your 
spirit when you put your faith and trust in Jesus.  So, getting into the kingdom of God 
isn’t about you trying to be really good and earning your way in.  You don’t get into it by 
your own accomplishments or status.  Instead, you become like a child and receive it as 
a gift.  Jesus said, “‘I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like 
little children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.’”  (Mt 18:3 NLT)  Here’s a 
final question worth asking and answering. 
 
HOW CAN I SEEK GOD’S KINGDOM ABOVE ALL ELSE? 

 

Jesus said, “‘Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will 
give you everything you need.’” (Mt 6:33 NLT)  How can you and I do that – seek God’s 
kingdom above anything and everything else?  What do you really seek most in life?  
Financial security?  Close, loving relationships with other people?  A fantastic job or a 
stimulating career?  The fulfillment of your personal potential?  The acclaim and 
admiration of others?  A happy retirement?  None of those are bad in themselves, but 
none of them are the kingdom of God.  May I suggest these four indicators? 
 
First, I desire above all else to follow Jesus as His disciple.  Putting my trust in Jesus 
leads to a desire to be a lifelong learner of Jesus.  It means a lifelong desire to become 
more like Jesus and do whatever Jesus wants me to do.  American Christianity has 
sometimes gotten it wrong.  The Christian faith is far more than just believing the right 
things about Jesus – who He is and what He did.  It’s more than saying a prayer and 
getting your “get out of Hell forever” card stamped.  If you don’t have an overwhelming, 
passionate desire to be Jesus’ disciple, to follow Jesus, you’re just not in the kingdom at 
all.  Don’t kid yourself.  Don’t put your faith in that kind of false hope.   
 
Here’s a second indicator that I’m seeking God’s kingdom above all else.  I actually 
obey Jesus’ teaching. Because we now love Jesus, we love to obey Him even when we 
don’t fully understand or even like what He requires.  So, when it comes to everyday 
things like how I do marriage, how I raise kids, how I handle my money, how I relate to 
the poor and oppressed, how I express my sexuality, how I treat people, I learn what 
Jesus expects and I actually begin to do it.  Jesus said, “‘If you love me, obey my 
commandments….  Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones 
who love me.’”  (Jo 14:15, 21 NLT)  
 
A third indicator that I’m seeking God’s kingdom above all else is the fact that I’m 
experiencing inner transformation by the Holy Spirit.  Sure, it’s a gradual process.  But 
there is definite and ongoing change happening.  There’s growing evidence that I’m 
surrendering up my little kingdom of me to the infinitely bigger and better kingdom of 
God.  At the very least, that transformation looks like this, “But the Holy Spirit produces 
this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.” (Gal 5:22-23 NLT)  Of course, you and I can’t produce 
those wonderful qualities in our lives all by ourselves.  They demand the Holy Spirit, to 
be sure.  By the same token, none of those happen without some level of personal effort 
either.  They’re the inevitable result of loving Jesus and learning to obey Him. And if 
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they’re not showing up in your life increasingly, something is desperately wrong with 
your relationship with God.   

 

A fourth indicator that I’m seeking God’s kingdom in my life above all else is that the 
kingdom’s power and priorities show up in my own life.  Lost people matter to me now 
because they matter to King Jesus.  Helping followers of Jesus become better disciples 
matters to me now because Jesus’ priority was making disciples.  I’m discovering and 
using the spiritual gifts God gave me to extend and grow His kingdom in my personal 
life, in the life of my family, in and through this church, because His kingdom is now 
central and primary in and to my life.  I’m doing good works of all kinds:  blessing God’s 
people, serving the poor, funding and praying for missionaries, being a missionary 
myself because the kingdom of God is now everything to me.  Maybe the most 
incredible thing Jesus ever said was this, “‘I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in 
me will do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to 
be with the Father.’” (Jo 14:12 NLT)  I wouldn’t believe it unless Jesus said it!   
 
You may be thinking, “Rick, this is all well and good about the kingdom of God.  But, I 
thought you were doing a message series on the last days.  What does the kingdom of 
God have to do with the last days?”  Everything.  When it came to His second coming – 
His return – Jesus had this word of challenge to you and me.  “‘So you, too, must keep 
watch! For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming….   You also must be ready all 
the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected.’”  (Mt 24:42, 44 NLT)  How 
do you and I keep watch?  How do we get and stay ready for Jesus’ return all the time?  
By seeking the kingdom of God above all else all the time.  Being ready is not about 
fixating on the Millennium – what it is or when it is.  Being ready is not about speculating 
if Jesus is going to return this year, this decade, or this generation.  Being ready is not 
about speculating if someone alive today is the Antichrist.  Being ready is not about 
trying to match some obscure political development in the Middle East with a biblical 
prophecy.  Do you have any influence over those things anyway?  No!  So, don’t waste 
your time on worthless speculations that some prophecy specialists throw out there.  
Don’t get diverted.  Focus on what Jesus focused on.  “‘Seek the Kingdom of God 
above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.’” (Mt 6:33)  

Kevin Baugh has his own country.  It’s called the Republic of Molossia.  And if you don't 
mind, he'd prefer you call him "His Excellency Kevin Baugh."  After all, he has an 
impressive khaki uniform with six big medals, a gold braid, a blue, white, and green 
sash, and a general's cap with a gold starburst over the bill.  You’ve never heard of the 
Republic of Molossia?  That's understandable, because it consists of Baugh's three-
bedroom house and 1.3 acre yard outside of Dayton, Nevada.  The Republic of 
Molossia has a space program (a model rocket), a currency (pegged to the value of 
chocolate-chip cookie dough), a railroad (again, model size), a national sport 
(broomball), and—in his landlocked desert region—a navy (an inflatable boat).  Baugh, 
a 45-year-old father of two, is a micro-nationalist.  A what?  A micro-nationalist – just 
one of a wacky band of do-it-yourself nation builders who raise flags over their front 
yards and declare their property to be, as Baugh puts it, 'the kingdom of me."   
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For Kevin Baugh, it's a fun joke, but he's joking about what we humans often want and 
try to do - build a "kingdom of me."  It’s the reason this world is in so much trouble and 
why so many people are in so much trouble.  The kingdom of me.  In our quiet, proud 
little ways we insist on thinking of ourselves as "His Excellency" or "Her Majesty."  But 
the Bible says, "For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness (which surely 
includes any and every ‘kingdom of me’) and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear 
Son." (Col 1:13 NLT) 

 


