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COME HOME TO GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE                                     PSALM 90:1 

 

What is it about Christmas and home?  Our culture always wants to pull those two 
things together – the birth of Jesus and sentimental thoughts about home.  Many 
Christmas songs celebrate home.  Many Christmas movies feature heart-tugging stories 
about home.  Some of us here today will go home for Christmas – meaning to a house 
different than the one you live in now.  For many years, I thought of home as the place I 
spent some growing up years and where my parents still lived and worked after I left: 
Lakeland, Florida. But I’ve never been back to Lakeland after Mom and Dad moved 
away – over 20 years now.  Home has this idealized place in our culture.  True, many 
people grew up in seriously dysfunctional homes.  Some of us here today may live in 
homes right now filled with stress, tension, and anything but peace and security.  
Nevertheless, we know what home ought to be like, what home ought to feel like, and 
what home ought to represent and provide.  Home is supposed to be this place of 
warmth, comfort, acceptance, understanding, security, nurturing, encouragement, and 
love. Home is where you belong.   
 
The Bible says, “Lord, through all the generations you have been our home!” (Ps 90:1 
NLT)  Interesting….  Maybe our longing for home is really, in some unconscious way, a 
longing for God.  We all want warmth, comfort, acceptance, understanding, security, 
nurturing, encouragement, and love.  Ultimately, that verse suggests, those are found in 
a Person not in a place.  As we move through this year’s Christmas season, I’d like us 
to focus on that idea or theme:  coming home.  What does that mean spiritually?  
Today, I want to focus on what it means to come home to God’s plan for your life and 
mine.  First, let’s be certain that we remember again today that… 
 
GOD HAS A MAXIMUM IMPACT PLAN FOR YOU. 

 

Believe it or not, I already know God’s plan and purpose for everyone here today.  
That’s a bold claim. Let me see if I can back it up.  Most important of all, it is God’s plan 
that you enter into a personal, eternal relationship with Him through Jesus.  God is your 
home spiritually.  He made you.  He loves you.  He desires to spend eternity with you.  
Christmas celebrates that fact every year.  God sent His Son, Jesus, into this world.  
For what purpose?  He sent Jesus to die for our sins and to rise again from the dead 
which paid the penalty for your sins and mine.  You don’t earn or deserve that new 
relationship with God. You receive that gift of God’s grace by faith.  That’s the most 
important part of God’s plan for your life, but it’s not what I want to focus on today.   
 
Secondly, God’s plan is that you eventually look and act like Jesus. We’re sinful, broken 
people – all of us.  When you first put your trust in and start to follow Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit moves into your life.  That kicks off a process of spiritual change and 
transformation that continues until the very last moment of your life here on Earth.  The 
Bible says, “For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like 
his Son….”  (Rom 8:29 NLT)  This doesn’t happen instantly or automatically.  It takes a 
lifetime for God to change your behavior, attitudes, values, and priorities so that they 
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look like those of Jesus.  That part of God’s plan is also very important, but it’s not the 
part that I want to focus on today either. 
 
Thirdly, God’s plan is that you point other people to Jesus.  Now, that is the part of 
God’s plan that I want to focus with you on today.  Once you’ve come home to God 
yourself through His Son, Jesus, your task and mine is to point out to others how they, 
too, can come home to God.  The great majority of people around us are far from God.  
There are people all around us – in our neighborhoods, our offices, our health clubs, our 
civic associations, our schools, even in our families – who live life everyday with little or 
no connection to the God of the universe.  As a result, their lives lack real hope, 
direction, purpose, and meaning.  Why?  They’re not connected to God. They may be 
attractive people, moral people, and very nice people, but they simply lack that 
personal, eternal relationship with God.  Their sins are not forgiven.  They don’t have 
either peace with God or the peace of God. They have no assurance of spending 
eternity with God when they die.  The Bible describes them as spiritually lost. 
 
Look with me today at three verses in the Bible. The first is something Jesus said about 
Himself in Luke 19:10.  That was God’s plan for Jesus in a nutshell.  How does that 
compare with God’s plan for your life and mine?  Jesus already had a personal, eternal 
relationship with God, His Father in Heaven.  Jesus didn’t need to improve morally or 
develop His inner character.  He never sinned!  So, then, Jesus’ primary task was to 
point people to God – to their true, spiritual home or destination.  Fair enough.  But 
here’s where it gets interesting. If you’re a follower of Jesus today, you need to know 
that He made His mission your mission.  Let’s read Mark 16:15-16.  And now let’s look 
at one more verse – Acts 1:8.   
 
Some of us here today are thoroughly bored as Christians.  Why is that?  I believe 
spiritual boredom is the inevitable result of ignoring this part of God’s plan for your life.  
When you’re personally involved in and trying to point real, flesh and blood people to 
God – to find their home in God – your prayer life gets more authentic, your worship 
becomes more heartfelt, and your study of God’s Word is more intense.  You might well 
have a La-Z-Boy kind of faith.  What’s that?  Oh, you know God personally and 
eternally.  Yes, you received Jesus as your Lord and Savior and got baptized.  But, 
somewhere along the way, you kind of climbed into this overstuffed La-Z-Boy, spiritually 
speaking.  Frankly, spiritually lost people aren’t on your radar.  What’s your attitude 
towards people out there far from God this morning?  “Let ‘em find God on their own.  
Let someone else do it.  I’m too busy.  I don’t know enough.  I’m not perfect.”   
 
I never knew the man I’m going to tell you about today. His name is Bill and he died of 
cancer several years ago now.  Bill was a very average, ordinary kind of guy.  He was a 
financial consultant.  He was middle class.  He lived in the suburbs of Chicago.  Bill was 
a Christian, but he didn’t have the titles of Reverend or Doctor in front of his name.  He 
never earned a theology degree.  But Bill had always been immensely grateful to God 
for taking him of a pathway to self-destruction and turning his life around completely.  
Bill’s funeral was held in the middle of a workday, but hundreds upon hundreds of 
people came to his memorial service.  It was a pretty unusual memorial service.  
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Several microphones were put out in the aisles of the church’s sanctuary.  The pastor 
got up and said, “This is what we’re doing today.  If you’re going to be in Heaven 
someday because God used Bill to bring you the message of eternal life through Jesus 
– if He used Bill to point you toward the home you have in Heaven – walk up to one of 
these microphones and tell us your story.”  All over that sanctuary, people started 
standing up and walking towards a microphone.  Soon there were lines of ten people 
deep at every microphone just waiting to speak at Bill’s memorial service.   
 
I want to share some of those stories with you today.  Bill lived a maximum impact life. 
He intentionally pointed people to Jesus.  He took seriously the fact that Jesus made 
His personal life mission your mission and my mission.  Bill is a wonderful example of 
the second major point of my message today… 
 
HOW TO LIVE OUT A MAXIMUM IMPACT LIFE. 

 

First of all, take the initiative to show God’s love to people far from God.  That’s what 
Jesus did.  He didn’t reach out to the religious crowd, but instead to those who clearly 
lived every day without God – prostitutes, tax collectors, and other looked down upon, 
despised people.  Jesus said, “… ‘Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people 
do.… For I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who 
know they are sinners.’” (Mt 9:12-13 NLT)   
 
The first person to speak at Bill’s memorial service described how a homeless man 
named Robert had once approached Bill in downtown Chicago for some food money.  
Bill said, “How about I just buy you lunch instead?”  So, Bill took Robert to a restaurant 
where they shared a meal and some conversation.  Bill said, “Robert, July 4th is just 
around the corner. Why don’t you come to my house and celebrate with me?  You can 
even stay a few days.  We’ll have a good time.”  Bill gave Robert money for his train 
ticket out to the suburb where Bill lived and said, “I’ll meet you at the 3:30 train on July 
4th.”  Bill went down to the train station on July 4th to pick up Robert, but Robert never 
showed up.   
 
Bill’s response challenges me. I would have shrugged, said to myself, “Well, I tried,” and 
gone home to enjoy my grilled burger.  Instead, Bill drove into Chicago looking for 
Robert.  He went from bar to bar in the area where he thought Robert was likely to be 
hanging out. It took a long time to locate Robert who was eventually found asleep on a 
park bench.  Bill woke him up, cleaned him up, put him in his car, and drove him out to 
his home.  They celebrated what was left of July 4th together.  Over the next few days, 
they talked quite a bit.  Bill said, “Robert, you’re made in God’s image. He loves you. He 
cares about you.  He wants to take you home to Heaven with Him someday.” Robert 
said, “I’d love that!”  He prayed and became a follower of Jesus.  A few days later, 
Robert died.  But because of Bill, Robert came home – home to God, home to Heaven, 
home to life eternal.  Bill refused to see just a dirty, homeless person; instead, he saw a 
person made in God’s image who had gotten lost somehow in his journey through life 
and longed for home. 
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What can we learn from that example?  How about the need to be tenacious in offering 
God’s love to people who are far from God.  When Bill was going from bar to bar looking 
for Robert, he was acting like Jesus.  God’s love is tenacious. It seeks, pursues, 
chases, goes after, and never gives up.  How about never giving up on people who are 
far from God.  Have you ever done that?  Somebody’s lifestyle was just so bizarre, so 
immoral, so hostile to God, that you more or less wrote him or her off your list. You no 
longer pray for him.  You no longer reach out to her.  When you write someone off, you 
assume that the cross of Jesus isn’t powerful enough for that person.  How about 
resisting an “Us versus Them” mentality.  People far from God are not your enemy.  The 
devil is your enemy. The Bible says, “Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded 
the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the 
Good News….” (2 Cor 4:4 NLT)   
 
If you want to live a life of maximum impact, then, meet people’s practical needs in 
Jesus’ name.  Back to Bill’s unusual memorial service.  A woman by the name of Mary 
stepped up to one of the microphones.  She said, “This is my story. I was married for 18 
years and had a couple of kids.  Then, my husband packed his bags and moved out.  
That’s the last I’ve seen of him.  He just left.  I was scared to death.   Depressed.  
Hopeless.  I need money to get by.  I was a basket case.  But I knew Bill and his wife.  
They kind of rallied around me and said, ‘Why don’t you come to church with us?’  They 
brought me to church.  It was good to hear about a God who says in the Bible that He 
wants to be a husband to those who’ve lost their husbands.  Bill and his wife took me 
out to lunch. They said, ‘God hasn’t forgotten you.  He’ll walk through this with you.  
We’ll be there, too.’  They prayed for me and then something amazing happened after 
lunch.  I got up to leave and I put out my hand to shake Bill’s hand. He shook my hand 
and then he turned and walked away.  It was then that I realized Bill had pressed 
something into the palm of my hand. I looked down; it was two $100 bills.”   
 
Mary, apparently, had become a follower of Jesus because of Bill.  Based on other 
stories that came out at the memorial service, it was discovered that Bill had this little 
place in his wallet where he would squirrel away cash.  Everyday he’d say to God, 
“Lord, lead me to the person I’m supposed to give this money to today.”  On most days, 
God didn’t bring anyone into Bill’s life with that kind of need.  But every once in a while, 
God brought someone like Mary into his life.  Bill was ready to respond by meeting a 
practical need in Jesus’ Name – a tangible expression of Gods’ grace. 
 
Was Bill being like Jesus? Of course!  Jesus taught people great truths about God, but 
He also met practical needs.  He healed the sick.  He restored sight to the blind.  He fed 
5,000 people.  Jesus said to you and me, “…let your good deeds shine out for all to see, 
so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.” (Mt 5:16 NLT)  Those words “good 
deeds” mean practical, tangible acts of kindness that meet needs in people’s lives.  May 
I encourage us to look around this Christmas season?  Look for ways to demonstrate 
your faith in Jesus and draw people home to God.  The neighborhood our church is 
located in has many needs:  joblessness… hunger... inadequate clothing… 
discouragement… loneliness, just to name a few. No, you can’t meet every need, but 
what needs can you meet?  Do whatever you can.  Ask God to show you how to 
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demonstrate His love in practical ways this Christmas.  When you meet a practical need 
in someone else’s life because of Jesus – especially someone far from God – you point 
him or her home – home to God. 
 
Another way to live out a maximum impact life is to make the most of every opportunity 
God provides.  Bill’s business partner stepped up to one of the microphones at the 
memorial service and said, “Bill never had any good intentions about what he might do 
in the future.  He did everything right then and there.  For Bill, the time to act was now.  
If someone was in need, Bill helped him at that moment.  If someone needed Jesus, Bill 
told her about Jesus at that moment.  A woman by the name of Maggie agreed.  She 
said, “I was going through tough financial times. I heard about this guy named Bill who 
was a financial consultant.  Maybe he could give me some advice, I thought.  So, I 
called and made an appointment.  While I was out in his waiting room, I noticed all this 
Christian literature on the table.  I started to look through it.  Finally, Bill came out, 
greeted me, and noticed I was looking at his literature. Bill saw an opportunity, I guess.  
He asked me, ‘Are you a Christian?’  I said, ‘No, I’m not. I can’t even think of the last 
time I’ve been to church.’ So Bill said, ‘Let’s talk about your finances later.  Let’s talk 
about God.  What do you think about God right now?’  It wasn’t what I came for.  It 
wasn’t what I expected.  Bill gave me a Bible that day.  He showed me how to read it.  
He was the first person to draw that illustration. You know, the one about Jesus and the 
cross being the bridge between us and God.  He told me how to get right with God – 
how I could come home to and spend eternity with God.”  Maggie said that before long 
she prayed to receive Jesus as her Lord and Savior.  She’s gone on to become a key 
volunteer in her church. 
 
Bill’s business partner spoke again.  He’d spent a lot of time with Bill during the last 
days of his life.  He said, “I went to chemotherapy sessions with Bill.  Bill hated chemo.  
He hated needles.  But he loved the opportunity God gave him.  Here were all these 
other people with chemo.  What an opportunity to tell people about Jesus!  Bill loved it – 
talking to people with cancer about the Lord.”  In his final days, his business partner 
would come and spend the night with Bill at the hospital while Bill’s wife spent the whole 
day with him.  Bill’s partner said, “Bill was in a drug induced state much of the time.  He 
didn’t really know where he was.  He didn’t know what day it was.  One of his nurses 
was a woman named Sophie.  I remember Bill lying there on his bed saying gently to 
her, ‘Sophie, when you die, do you know for sure you’re going to Heaven?’  He worked 
on Sophie right up until the end. That’s my friend, Bill. He never missed an opportunity. 
 
Where did Bill learn that?  From Jesus.  Jesus never missed an opportunity to have 
maximum impact on someone else’s life – particularly someone far from God.  If you 
and I this Christmas will keep our eyes open, our hearts soft, our ears listening, God will 
give us opportunities to encourage other people on their journey home to God.  The 
Bible says, “Live wisely among those who are not believers, and make the most of 
every opportunity.  Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will have 
the right response for everyone.” (Col 4:5-6 NLT)  There’s nothing Bill did that I can’t do.  
There’s nothing he did that you can’t do.  You don’t have to be some kind of spiritual 
superstar.  You can be just an ordinary person who wants to share an extraordinary 
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message about an extraordinary God.  Let God be the extraordinary One.  You and I 
can just be ordinary.  Ordinary, but living out a life of maximum impact. 
 
May I encourage you to stop, look and listen this Christmas season?  First, stop long 
enough to allow other people around you to come into focus.  Yes, the season is fast-
paced, hurried, and frantic.  We can let Christmas become just a blur.  God may well 
bring someone into your life who need to find his or her way home to God.  You’ve 
never met a human being yet who doesn’t matter to God.  And you never will.  Jesus 
never allowed the busyness of His schedule to become an excuse to overlook people.  
Will that happen to you this Christmas?  Second, look for specific ways to point people 
toward their home in God.  When God brings people into your life, ask yourself, “What 
need do they have that only Jesus can fill?”  Someone has said, “Whatever a person’s 
need is, the answer is Jesus.”  Loneliness?  The answer is Jesus.  Fear?  The answer is 
Jesus.  An addiction?  The answer is Jesus.  Despair?  The answer is Jesus.  Third, 
listen for God’s guidance on how best to point someone on their way home to God.  Is it 
building a relationship with that person?  Is it a simple act of practical kindness?  Is it 
having a spiritual conversation?  Is it inviting them to one of our Christmas events or 
services?  The Lord will tell you what to do.  And the Lord will use you if you’re willing. 
 
Lee Strobel has been a pastor, author, and Christian leader for long enough now that 
many people forget he used to be an atheist far from God.  He tells about a time when 
he was just a brand new follower of Jesus.  He edited a newspaper at the time.  One 
day he prayed, “God, I’m just an ordinary guy. Is there a way You could use me to 
influence someone else for eternity? I’d love if You would use me like that and give me 
the courage to do it, because I’m afraid to.”  One day, he was at his desk and he felt a 
strong, powerful urge to invite a fellow employee named Joe to come to church with 
him.  Joe was an atheist, but Lee had high hopes of seeing Joe become a Christian 
right there on the spot. The conversation went something like this….  “Hey, Joe.  How’s 
it going?  Christmas is coming up.  Are you going anywhere for a Christmas worship 
service?  No.  Well, I go to a great church and I’d love to bring you.  Do you want to 
come? No.  Do you ever think about spiritual stuff, Joe?  No.  Do you want to?  No.  Got 
any questions about God maybe that you’ve been wondering about? No.  Finally, Lee 
gave up, went back to his desk, and tried to shrug it off.  He felt like he had failed. 
 
Fast forward twelve years.  Lee was now a pastor.  After a service, a stranger walked 
up to him, shook his hand and said, “I just want to thank you for the impact you’ve made 
on my life.”  Lee said, “That’s very kind, but who are you?”  He said, “Let me tell you my 
story.  Twelve years ago I lost my job.  I was unemployed and scared.  I didn’t have any 
savings, so I called up a friend of mine who published a newspaper.  I said to him, ‘I 
need work.  Have you got anything I can do?  Odd jobs?  I just need some money.’  My 
friend said, “Can you tile?  We need someone who can lay tile down at the newspaper 
building.’ I said, ‘Sure, I can tile.’ One day I was on my hands and knees behind a desk 
working on this tile.  You came into the room.  I don’t think you even saw me there. You 
started talking to this other guy about God and inviting him to church.  That guy wasn’t 
interested.  But there I am on my hands and knees.  My heart started to beat really fast. 
I thought to myself, ‘I need God!  I need to go to church! I need to find this!’ So, I got on 
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the phone.  I called my wife and said, ‘Honey, we need to go to church this Christmas.’ I 
brought my wife and two children to your church and I came to Christ, my wife came to 
Christ, and my two kids came to Christ. I want to thank you.”   
 
You never fail when you do what Jesus tells you to do.  Whenever you do something for 
Jesus, it’s never wasted. Oh, you may not see the effect right away.  It might be twelve 
years later.  It might be when you get to Heaven.  Stop, look, and listen this Christmas 
season.  If you’re a follower of Jesus today, God wants you have a life of maximum 
impact for Him.  That absolutely means making Jesus’ mission your mission.  That 
means letting God use you this Christmas season to point someone back home to God.  
“Lord, through all the generations you have been our home!” (Ps 90:1 NLT) 
 
 
 


