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IS THAT YOUR FINAL ANSWER?                                                LUKE 14:25-33 
 
Those of you who love the Harry Potter movies will recall that the actor Richard 
Harris was the first Professor Dumbledore in the earliest movies in that series.  
But then he died of Hodgkin’s disease at the age of 72 and someone else was 
hired to play Dumbledore.  Richard Harris was an acclaimed actor long before 
Harry Potter came along.  He often brought this kind of brooding quality to his 
characters which may have been a reflection of his real-life character.  He had a 
reputation of being a rascal and getting into fights at bars.  The Harry Potter 
filmmakers asked Harris to sign up for all seven movies, which he did reluctantly.  
At the time, he made this comment:  “I hate that kind of commitment.  I hate the 
idea that my life in any way is sort of restricted….  That’s why my marriages 
broke up.  I hate commitment and I’m totally unreliable anyway.”  Perhaps we 
should give Richard Harris some points for honesty.   
 
This morning I’m concluding a three part message series entitled Who Wants To 
Be A Tither?  It’s been a take off on the popular TV show Who Wants To Be A 
Millionaire?  Meredith Vieira, the host, always asks the contestant, “Is that your 
final answer?” just after he or she answers a multiple choice question.  That got 
me thinking about questions and answers.  This morning I want to provide 
answers to several very common and good questions about tithing.  Some of 
these questions I’ve wondered about myself. Other questions I’ve heard other 
people ask.  There are nine of them, so off we go! 
 

Answers To Good Questions About Tithing 
 

1.  Can I expect immediate results from tithing? 
 
Not necessarily.  Instance deliverance from financial problems or instant financial 
blessing is very rare.  False expectations result in disillusionment.  It’s been my 
experience that the blessings of tithing are long term rather than short term. The 
longer you do it the more you see God taking care of you and blessing you 
financially.  Each of us needs to learn the lesson of doing the right thing long 
enough to see a breakthrough happen  - be it finances or anything else. 

If you go on a diet for a week and expect to lose 50 pounds, you’re going to be 
disappointed.  If you work out three times in one week and expect to wake up 
with washboard abs and a Brazilian butt (whatever that is!), you’re going to be 
disappointed.  The value of a diet and working out is long term not short term.  
You see the results over time not immediately.  That’s a principle that’s true in 
every area of your spiritual life including tithing.  The Bible says, “So let’s not get 
tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of 
blessing if we don’t give up.” (Gal 6:9 NLT)  I still get unexpected bills.  I still have 
financial reversals.  I still have times when there is more month than money.  I’m 
not wealthy financially and probably never will be.  But over several decades 
now, I can clearly see God’s financial protection and blessing.  Let me hasten to 
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add that not all the blessings of tithing are financial.  God can give you the 
blessing of contentment.  God can give you the blessing of knowing that you’re 
partnering with God for that which is eternal in impact.  God can give you the 
blessing of being His instrument to meet someone’s need. The greatest 
blessings in life are definitely not financial!   

2.  Should I eliminate all my debt before I begin tithing? 

No.  I have a good friend who had a very heavy debt load at one point in his life. 
He thought that giving less than the tithe so he could address more of his debt 
sounded like a good idea.  But he discovered that it turned out to be harder to 
address his debt when he didn’t tithe.  Reducing your debt is a worthy and 
commendable goal.  But don’t make it a reason to disobey God in the area of the 
tithe.  Tithing is the single best way to put God first in your financial life.  When 
you obey God, you put yourself squarely in the pathway of His blessing.  

That principle – obedience leads to blessing – is everywhere in the Bible.  The 
Bible says, “Oh, that they would always have hearts like this, that they might fear 
me and obey all my commands! If they did, they and their descendants would 
prosper forever.” (Dt. 5:29 NLT)  It also says, “But if you look carefully into the 
perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what 
you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.” (Jam 1:25 NLT)  God wants to 
bless you!  So often we think we know better than God and erect these obstacles 
that prevent His blessing and protection from flowing towards us.  Blessing in 
your daily walk with God is the result of something – God’s grace and your 
obedience!  Here’s a prediction.  If you wait to tithe until all your debts are paid 
off, you’ll never get around to tithing.  If you tithe regardless, God will help you 
eliminate your debt faster than you thought possible.   

3.  What should I do if I want to tithe but my spouse doesn’t? 

That’s a thorny issue, isn’t it?  You probably know that disagreements over 
money are the number one reason marriages fail.  Ideally, tithing as a couple will 
strengthen your marriage because it will bring both of you closer to the Lord.  The 
closer you get to the Lord, the closer you will get to each other.  But we don’t live 
in an ideal world!  Don’t allow tithing to become a point of friction in your 
marriage. That doesn’t please the Lord.  Two questions need to be asked and 
answered.  Is your spouse a follower of Jesus?  If he or she isn’t, then it’s very 
understandable why he or she doesn’t want to tithe to the Lord’s work.  
Sometimes we expect non-Christians to act like Christians and are surprised 
when they don’t!  Let’s get that spouse saved, born again and redeemed and 
then work on tithing.  Now if he or she is a Christian, I recommend prayer, 
discussion and patience.  Nobody should ever be forced to tithe.  We’re never to 
give to the Lord under compulsion.  The Bible says, “You must each decide in 
your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to 
pressure. For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”  (2 Cor 9:7 NLT)   
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A second question:  Does your home have a single or a dual income?  If you and 
your spouse both have an income, why not tithe your income and allow your 
spouse to make his or her own decision.  If it’s a single income and you’re not the 
one earning it, it’s wise to compromise with your spouse as to what you give to 
the Lord.  The Bible says, “Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. 
And give according to what you have, not what you don’t have.” (2 Cor 8:12 NLT)  
The primary responsibility for tithing rests on the person who earns the income. 
The Lord holds that person – the earner – accountable, not the non-earner. 

4.  What about gradually moving toward the tithe? Is it OK to start at 5% 
and increase it 1% a year until I’m giving 10%?   

On the one hand, part of me likes this idea.  Let’s say you’ve never tithed, but 
you’re convinced now that this is something God wants you to do.  There may be 
some unique financial circumstances that require you just to turn yourself inside 
out in order to tithe. I’m not even sure I can think of an example, but there might 
be something like that.  Taking a more gradual approach to tithing could be a 
good thing.  After all, moving towards God’s standard – even if it’s gradual – is 
better than never adopting that standard at all.   

On the other hand, it’s true that delayed obedience is really disobedience.  When 
you ask little Johnny to clean up his room right now, but 30 minutes later he still 
hasn’t lifted a finger.  You ask, “Son, why haven’t you cleaned up your room yet?” 
And he says, “I was just about to get started!”  No, delayed obedience is really 
disobedience.  By the same token, there’s not one Bible verse that gives you 
permission to obey God gradually in any are of your life.  God never says, “I want 
you to start telling the truth gradually.  I want you to stop stealing gradually.  
Could you please stop being sexually immoral gradually?”  God never says, “It’s 
OK to start tithing gradually.”  The Bible says, “…Doing this (bringing your tithe) 
will teach you always to fear the LORD your God.”  (Dt 14:23 NLT)  That doesn’t 
mean you’re supposed to live in abject terror of God.  It means, instead, that you 
treat God with proper respect.  My best advice?  Give the full 10% now… today!   

5.  Should I tithe on my gross income or my net income?   

I don’t know of any verse in the Bible that directly answers this question.  I 
understand the argument:  what the government takes out in taxes isn’t really 
mine to even tithe on.  I believe you can say truthfully, “Yes, I tithe my income to 
the Lord” when it’s a tithe of your net income instead of your gross.  But the very 
best answer to this question is actually another question.  “Do you want God’s 
gross blessings or His net blessings?”   

In the Bible you find something that is often referred to as the law of 
reciprocation. It applies to many areas of our relationship with God including our 
finances. It’s stated best in 2 Corinthians 9:6 (NLT):  “Remember this—a farmer 
who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants 
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generously will get a generous crop.”  When it comes to financial giving, God 
blesses in accordance with what you actually give. If you give just a little, you can 
only expect a little blessing.  If you give a lot, you can expect a greater degree of 
blessing.  But remember, it’s not the dollar amount that get’s God’s attention as 
much as the proportion between what you have and what you actually give.  One 
day, Jesus observed a poor widow give her last two coins as an offering to God 
in the Temple at Jerusalem.  Other people had given far more money that day, 
but Jesus commends only her because she literally gave everything she had.  I 
believe tithing on your net income is legitimately tithing.  But I also believe that 
you will experience more of God’s blessing and protection financially when you 
tithe on your gross income.  It’s just the law of reciprocation at work.  So, ask 
yourself, how much blessing do you want? Gross blessings or net blessings? 

6.  Can I count my giving to other charitable causes as part of my tithe?   

No.  Giving to the United Way, the symphony orchestra or your alma mater are 
all worthwhile things to do, but there’s no biblical justification for counting those 
gifts as part of your tithe.  I realize the government lumps all charitable 
contributions together for tax purposes, but from God’s perspective there is all 
the difference in the world between a financial gift to your church and a gift to a 
charity.  In the Old Testament, God said to His people, “Bring all the tithes into 
the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple….”  (Mal 3:10 NLT).  
The storehouse was the Temple – the place of worship, the place of sacrifice and 
the place where God was present in a unique way. God uses the tithes of His 
people to build His Kingdom – to reach lost people and to help every follower of 
Jesus become even more fully devoted to Him.  The entire tithe – all 10% - 
belongs to the Lord not to any earthly, secular or human organization however 
good and worthwhile it may be. 

7.  Can I count my giving to other Christian ministries as part of my tithe? 

This question is harder to answer.  Should your whole tithe go the local church or 
can a portion of it support a missionary family overseas or a great Christian 
organization like Compassion International?  The Bible doesn’t directly address 
this issue.  Some Bible scholars and commentators argue for what is called 
“storehouse tithing.”  Again, it refers to Malachi 3:10 (NLT), “Bring all the tithes 
into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple….”  The 
storehouse was the Temple in Jerusalem.  The Jewish Temple no longer exists 
today and can’t function as an object of tithing even for Jewish people.  The only 
entity today that’s analogous to the Temple is the local church.  By church we 
don’t mean primarily the building, but instead the gathering of God’s people for 
worship, fellowship, discipleship and ministry in Jesus’ Name.   

The local church is the only institution identified in the New Testament as God’s 
instrument to bring people to a saving knowledge of Jesus.  God’s focus is 
always and forever on the Church – the Body of Christ and the Bride of Christ. 
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The Bible says, “…Feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, purchased with 
his own blood….”  (Acts 20:28 NLT)  It also says, “God’s purpose in all this was 
to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places.”  (Eph 3:10 NLT).  True, those references 
are primarily about the entire spiritual group of people past, present and future 
who trust in Jesus for salvation rather than any specific, local church.  I agree!  
But the primary manifestations of the universal, spiritual Body of Christ are in fact 
specific, local congregations like ours all over the world gathered for ministry. 

Here is how Cheryl and I resolve this issue. This church gets a full tithe of our 
gross income.  But God has enabled us to give beyond the tithe, so we support 
other missionaries and Christian causes beyond what we give to the church. I 
recommend that approach to anyone.  Give your full tithe to the local church 
where you give and receive ministry. As God leads and enables you, give 
offerings over and above your tithe to other ministries He puts on your heart. 

8.  Is tithing the minimum or maximum of what God expects for my giving? 

It’s the minimum or the starting point of what God expects.  God never expects 
less than the tithe from any of His children, but He may well expect far more than 
the tithe from many of His children.  The Bible never teaches that God is entitled 
to only 10% of your income.  Everything you have belongs to God ultimately. 
Every possession is on loan from Him.  You and I are stewards or managers of 
what rightfully belongs to the King of the Universe- every relationship, every 
ambition, every mind, every body, every career, every house, every car, every 
piece of clothing, and every last dollar.  People who tithe must reject any idea 
that we have arrived spiritually!  All we’re doing is the minimum of what God 
expects. Tithers need to continue to grow spiritually in the area of giving, too. 

The incredible thing about God is how much He allows us to enjoy and use of 
what really belongs to Him.  As you grow in faith and in a desire to partner with 
God about what really matters, He may well ask you give far beyond the tithe to 
help build His Kingdom.  The Bible says, “For God is the one who provides seed 
for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and 
increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you.”  
(2 Cor 9:10 NLT)  One outstanding example is R.G. Letourneau, a godly 
multimillionaire businessman, who eventually practiced what’s been called 
“reverse tithing.”  God enabled his personal income to become so large that he 
lived comfortably on 10% and gave away 90% to the Lord’s work. 

9.  What’s the bottom line when it comes to tithing?   

One word:  commitment.  Let’s look at the next Bible passage together:  Luke 
14:25-33.  Jesus had all the personal charisma, leadership skills and 
communication abilities necessary to attract a large crowd of people.  But He had 
a way of consistently raising the bar of what it meant to be His follower.  
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Sometimes Jesus said things and people responded, “Well, if that’s what it 
means to be His follower, forget it.”  They stopped following Jesus.  Why did 
Jesus do that?  Because Jesus was never after the crowd; He was after the 
committed.  And He knew that only a minority – a few – will ever become truly 
committed to Him.  The crowd never will.  Jesus knew that His Kingdom will be 
build by the committed never the crowd.  That’s true in every area of His 
Kingdom including tithing.  Sadly, an overwhelming majority of most self-
proclaimed born again followers of Jesus in America still do not practice tithing.  
Christian researcher, George Barna, estimated that 9% of born again adults 
tithed back in 2007.  It’s probably lower than that today.  Even the Christian 
crowd doesn’t tithe – just the committed.   

Notice something about commitment from Jesus’ perspective.  First, it’s costly. 
Jesus says you will have a cross to bear and you will have choices to make.  
Second, because commitment to Jesus is costly, you need to count the cost.  
Think this whole “Jesus thing” through.  Don’t make a rash, purely emotional 
decision.  Never underestimate how prepared God is to turn your life upside 
down.  If you follow Jesus, you will change.  You will grow.  You will leave some 
dreams behind.  You will leave some things behind.  You might even leave some 
people behind.   So, is it worth it?  There’s nothing worth more in all eternity.   

Craig had been an alcoholic for more than a dozen years. He'd lost everything he 
had, including his wife and son, due to his addiction. Things began to change 
after he gave his life to Jesus, but he still fell regularly into his old habits.  He'd 
lost his well-paying job and was clerking at a local grocery store that was well 
stocked with all his favorite drinks.  After a few years of going back and forth 
between Jesus and the bottle, he finally quit his job because it was a source of 
constant temptation.  With no income and hope only in Jesus, he was in a 
desperate condition.  After an interview with a sheet metal company down the 
street from his new church, he cried out to God. "God, if you give me this job I will 
give you my first paycheck." Surprisingly, he got the job.  He clearly remembers 
the day when he got his first paycheck.  Stacks of bills needed to be paid.  
Penniless but determined, he endorsed it over to the church and walked it to the 
church office without waiting for the Sunday offering. That was the moment, he 
says, that changed his life because now he understood what it meant to trust 
God.  As of today, Craig has been sober for 25 years, he's a manager at that 
sheet metal company, and he serves as an elder at his local church. 

Jesus is constantly asking us questions that come back to commitment.  “Are you 
serious about following Me?  Are you going to go the distance with Me?  Will you 
change?  Will you grow?  Will you submit to My Lordship?  Will you become what 
I want you to become?”  What’s your answer?  And, is that your final answer?   


