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JUST WHO ARE YOU ANTICIPATING?                                ISAIAH 7:14, 9:6-7 

What are you anticipating this Christmas season?  Maybe you anticipate the 
whole shopping experience – just seeing all the lights and decorations at the 
stores or getting in on some fantastic deals on your gift purchases.  Or maybe 
you anticipate the whole decorating experience – getting the tree up or planning 
your exterior lighting display.  Since I live with a “foodie”, I know some of us 
anticipate special Christmas treats, meals and menus.  Maybe for you Christmas 
is a great time for gathering with family and friends so you’re anticipating some 
great holiday parties and get togethers.  Some of us love the music of the 
season, so you’re anticipating a Christmas concert or several new CDs of 
Christmas music. If you’re a child, it’s likely that you anticipate nothing more 
greatly than Christmas morning when you get to rip into a whole bunch of 
presents and hopefully get that one gift that you’ve had your eye now for several 
months.  In many ways, Christian is a season of great anticipation. 

Anticipation is the whole point of Advent - this observance by Christians all over 
the world which begins this morning – this 20-plus day period beginning on the 
fourth Sunday before Christmas Day.  Did you know that Christians didn’t really 
begin to celebrate the birth of Jesus until the Middle Ages?  Advent was originally 
meant to be a time of spiritual preparation through fasting and abstaining from all 
public festivities so that Christians could prepare for Christmas Day by being 
drawn into a sense of longing for the Messiah’s coming that had been felt by 
previous generations of God’s faithful people.  This heightened sense of 
anticipation during Advent would then give way to overwhelming joy and festive 
celebration when Christmas Day finally came.  But, sadly, since we live in a 
culture that sees no value in patience, we’ve become so eager to get to 
Christmas that we bypass Advent.  Christians centuries ago saw great value in a 
time of fasting and reflection before Christmas Day, but we try to enjoy days filled 
with more Christmas festivities than we can endure. Ironically, Christmas has 
totally displaced Advent on our calendars. 

This Advent season I invite you to look at the coming of Jesus through the eyes 
of the prophet, Isaiah, who lived and ministered some 700 years before Jesus’ 
birth.  All Isaiah could ever do was anticipate, or look forward with longing, to the 
Messiah’s coming because he couldn’t experience it himself.  Isaiah’s prophecy 
includes some of the most important predictions about the coming Messiah in the 
entire Old Testament.  It’s second only to the book of Psalms as the favorite Old 
Testament book from which the first Christians drew their understanding of just 
who the Messiah was and what He was going to accomplish. So, this morning we 
start with this question, “Just who are you anticipating?” and we ask Isaiah to 
help us answer it.  Who is this Jesus?  Who, really, is this man whose birthday 
billions of people celebrate all over the world?   Well, let’s read the first of two 
passages from Isaiah that helps us answer that question.    

HE IS GOD WITH US. 
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Many of the prophecies in the Old Testament had two kinds of fulfillment: a near 
one but also a second and larger fulfillment in the future.  That’s particularly true 
of Isaiah 7:14.  Now, the Jewish people were divided into two kingdoms:  Israel in 
the north and Judah in the south.  Isaiah made this statement to Ahaz, the king of 
the southern kingdom of Judah, and a direct descendant of Israel’s greatest king, 
King David.  Ahaz was being threatened by two other kings – the king of the 
northern kingdom of Israel and the king of Aram.  These two kings had formed an 
alliance to try and hold off the big bully of that day and time, the Assyrian Empire.  
They wanted Ahaz to join their little rebellion against Assyria, but he refused.  So 
they decided to punish him by attacking Jerusalem.  It was an anxious time in 
Judah and Ahaz had gone out to check the water supply for Jerusalem in case 
there was going to be a long siege.  Isaiah met him there and assured him that 
God was not going to allow Judah to be defeated.  He invited Ahaz to ask for a 
miraculous sign so that he could be sure Isaiah had heard from the Lord.  But 
Ahaz, who was a corrupt, ungodly leader, pretended to “out-spiritualize” God by 
refusing to ask for such a sign arguing that it was wrong to test God.  Isaiah 
rebuked him and gave him a sign anyway – the sign of Immanuel. 

What possible meaning did this have for Ahaz? Did a virgin back then actually 
give birth to a child named Immanuel?  When you add in verses 15-17, it leads 
me to this following conclusion.  Ultimately, Isaiah was referring to the birth of 
Jesus 700 years in the future because through Jesus God’s promise to David 
would be fulfilled - one of David’s descendants would always sit on the throne of 
Israel as king.  But what was the point of the prophecy for Ahaz?  Isaiah 
suggested that Judah would be delivered in the span of time that a child grows 
from being an infant into a toddler – two to three years. Then, in a few more 
years, Ahaz’ enemies would be totally destroyed.  History proved that to be true.  
Over the next several years, Assyria gradually obliterated both Aram and the 
northern kingdom of Israel.  So, Isaiah’s prophecy had a dual purpose:  to assure 
Ahaz that God was going to protect Judah in his day and time, but it also pointed 
to the ultimate act of God’s salvation and protection – the coming of Immanuel. 

Now, without any doubt, the first Christians understood Isaiah’s words as being 
ultimately fulfilled in Jesus.  Matthew says, “All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s 
message through his prophet:  ‘Look! The virgin will conceive a child!  She will 
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means “God is with 
us.”’” (Mt 1:22-23 NLT)  Young Mary was betrothed to a carpenter named 
Joseph.  Although legally considered husband and wife, they hadn’t yet had 
sexual relations.  This period of betrothal lasted one year.  Then, a wedding 
ceremony was held and the couple began living together as husband and wife.  It 
was during this year of betrothal that Mary became pregnant with Jesus, but 
Matthew goes to great lengths to assure us that neither Joseph nor any other 
man was Jesus’ father.  Mary was a virgin.  She’d never had sex with any man. 

No one can adequately explain what happened inside Mary’s body.  All we can 
say is this.  The Son of God, the second person of the Triune God (Father, Son 
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and Holy Spirit), took upon Himself human flesh and blood at a definite moment 
in time and history. He didn’t stop being God at that moment nor was He 
somehow less God than He was before. At that moment, He simply began to be 
human as well.  The Holy Spirit was responsible for the conception of Jesus in 
Mary’s womb.  That doesn’t mean the Holy Spirit was somehow the male 
element.  God isn’t male or female. He transcends sexuality.  So, however Jesus 
was conceived in Mary’s womb, the process was creative not sexual in nature.   

Followers of Jesus differ on what the Bible teaches and what’s essential to the 
Christian faith.  It’s fine to have different opinions on some things, because, in 
some cases, the Bible allows for different interpretations.  The virgin birth of 
Jesus is not just one of several good, possible explanations, however.  It’s an 
essential part of Christian faith.  It’s taught clearly in the Bible without exception.  
But, why is it so important to believe in the virgin birth of Jesus?  It’s essential to 
the fact that Jesus was and is God.  Jesus didn’t start out as an ordinary man 
and then somehow grow or evolve into being God.  At the moment of His 
conception, Jesus was a truly one of a kind being – one person with a fully 
developed God nature and a fully developed human nature. He wasn’t half God 
and half human, but fully both from day one. 

The full deity and humanity of Jesus is vitally important to how you and I receive 
salvation. Only a being who was truly God and truly human could bridge the 
spiritual chasm between God and us.  Sin had so completely separated us from a 
holy God that no mere human being could have ever brought us back together.  
No, God Himself had to come down to us because no mere human being could 
take us up to God.  Who but God could defeat death? Who but God could 
conquer sin’s power and penalty?  But it was also necessary that this mediator 
be a human being.  God can’t die, only a human being can die.  God can’t die for 
our sins, only a perfect human being could die for our sins.  So, in the virgin birth 
or what Christians call the incarnation, we have something truly miraculous.  God 
descended from Heaven in such a way that, without leaving Heaven, He walked 
on the earth as a man, died on a cross and rose again from the dead.   

Years ago there was an old professor at Harvard Theological Seminary who 
believed in the virgin birth of Jesus. He was constantly ridiculed by his liberal 
colleagues who regarded him as somewhat of an oddity.  One day one of them 
said, “Do you mean to tell me that if a young woman came here to Harvard and 
entered the hospital and had a baby, and claimed that she never had a sexual 
relationship with a man and that she was a virgin and that the child was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, that you would believe her?”  The old man 
pondered that question and then finally said, “No, I guess I wouldn’t believe her.  
But if that woman’s baby grew to manhood and then reached out and touched 
blind people so that they could see, touched the legs of cripples so they could 
walk, touched lepers so that they were healed, spoke to dead people so that they 
rose from the dead, died a criminal’s death and was raised from the dead, and if 
2,000 years later a third of the world’s population called Him Savior and Lord, 
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and His followers said they knew of His living presence in their hearts, I think I 
would give that woman’s story a second hearing!”  Jesus is truly God with us – 
Immanuel.  But the second prophecy of Isaiah that we’re considering today 
points to a truth that’s just as wonderful.   

HE IS GOD FOR US. 

In those verses we just read, Isaiah underlines specific and marvelous ways that 
God is for us.  This coming Messiah will be Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace.  Think about each of those ways God is 
for us. First, Jesus is Wonderful Counselor. Jesus not only did wonderful things, 
He is Himself wonderful in His character.  But the greatest demonstration of 
Jesus’ wonderfulness is the cross.  It’s the wonder of the cross that makes the 
Christmas cradle wonderful.  It’s in the cross that we see a love beyond 
understanding, a mercy beyond compare and a power beyond description.  But 
the title Wonderful Counselor also points to Jesus’ ability to counsel, guide, lead, 
advise and direct your life.  Jesus is wisdom personified.  In the New Testament 
we read that Jesus is “… the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (1 Cor 1:24 
NLT)  It also says, “In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
(Col 2:3 NLT)  Every part of your life is now open to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
You can be sure that if you truly commit all of your decisions to the Lord, He will 
give you wisdom and you can leave the results with Him.  Wonderful Counselor 
means God is for us. 

Second, Jesus is Mighty God.  That title reminds us that He is all powerful. 
Again, He is “… the power of God and the wisdom of God.” (1 Cor 1:24 NLT)  
He’s powerful enough to forgive every sin through His shed blood.  He’s powerful 
enough to rescue you from Hell. He’s powerful enough to heal every broken part 
of your life through His grace.  He’s powerful enough to give your life purpose, 
direction and meaning.  He’s powerful enough to take you into an eternity in 
Heaven the moment you close your eyes in death.  Jesus’ might is best seen in 
His love, however.  Yes, God can certainly perform awesome, mind-boggling 
demonstrations of His power, but above all, He wants to show you the power of 
His love.  What is it that really draws you to God?  Is it His awesome power that 
created the infinite vastness of the universe, or instead that vision of a soft, 
defenseless baby wriggling around in an animal’s feeding trough?  And beyond 
that manger, isn’t what draws you to God the vision of a man nailed through His 
hands and feet to a piece of wood with a ring of thorns pressed down on His 
scalp and an open wound in His side?  It’s in Jesus that you see Mighty God – 
God’s kind of power – the power of His great, strong love for you and me!  Mighty 
God means God is for us. 

Third, Jesus is Everlasting Father.  He is a father forever and He must always act 
as a father towards His children because He is everlasting.  It’s in Jesus that we 
see God’s great desire to be known and experienced as Father in the life and 
experience of every follower of Jesus.  Do you remember when one of Jesus’ 
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disciples said to Him, “‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus 
replied, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know 
who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! … Just believe that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me….’”  (John 14:8-9, 11 NLT)  What kind 
of a Father is He?  He is everlastingly accepting of you.  He cannot reject or turn 
away from you.  He is everlastingly available to you.  Your everlasting Father 
never sleeps, never goes on vacation, never tires of your company.  He is 
everlastingly caring towards you.  He can never crush your spirit, but invites you 
to bring every care and concern to Him. He is everlastingly forgiving.  When you 
confess your sins, He completely and faithfully cleanses you then and there.  Did 
you hear about the man whose son was constantly getting into trouble?  Every 
effort to change his attitudes and actions seemed to fail.  Finally, a friend of this 
father said, “If that were my son, I would wash my hands of him.”  The father 
answered, “If he were your son, so would I.  But he’s my son.”  Your Everlasting 
Father is like that.  Everlasting Father means God is for us. 

Fourth, Jesus is Prince of Peace.  Through His shed blood on the cross, He 
makes it possible for you to experience peace with God.  “Therefore, since we 
have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because 
of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.” (Rom 5:1 NLT)  Through His Holy 
Spirit, He then makes it possible for you to experience the peace of God.  “Then 
you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. 
His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” (Ph 4:7 
NLT)  Because Jesus is Prince of Peace, you don’t have to live life anxiously, 
fearfully or worriedly.  The peace of God is that knowledge – even in the bleakest 
and blackest moments of life – that at the very center of life, God is there.  And 
because God is there, we can know that all will be well one day even if all is not 
well this day.  The Bible says, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts….” 
(Col. 3:15 NLT)  Prince of Peace means God is for us. 

The Bible everywhere proclaims that God is for us. It says, “… If God is for us, 
who can ever be against us? Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else?” (Rom 8:31-2 NLT)   
Precisely because God was, first and foremost, for us did He then become God 
with us – Immanuel. Remember God is for you when you feel you’ve sinned so 
badly that He could never take you back.  Remember God is for you when you’ve 
failed yourself and others.  Remember God is for you when you face deep 
disappointment along life’s journey.  Remember God is for you when you lose 
your job.  Remember God is for you when you stand beside the casket of a loved 
one.  Remember God is for you when the doctor gives you that dreaded 
diagnosis. Remember God is for you when your heart is broken for some reason.  
Just who are you anticipating this Christmas?  Any Christmas?  Very quickly … 

HE IS GOD IN US. 
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Jesus was and is God’s only perfect incarnation.  But every follower of Jesus is 
given the incredible privilege of becoming a kind of incarnation of Jesus here on 
earth.  Because God is for us, He became God with us so that, by His grace, He 
might become God in us.  God’s master plan all along has been to restore the 
image of Himself in you and me that has been marred and broken by sin.  When 
Jesus comes into your life, that process of transformation begins.  The Bible 
underlines both the reality and the eternal value of God being in you through 
Jesus.  “My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me….” (Gal 2:20 NLT)  It also says, “… And this is the secret: 
Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory.”  (Col 1:27 
NLT)  And when God is living His life fully in and through you, you will get 
passionate about and totally committed to His mission in this world.  What He 
cares about, you care about.  What He’s passionate about, you’re passionate 
about.  What He loves, you love.  What He does, you do. 

A book written by the late Charles Colson was entitled Who Speaks For God?  In 
the first chapter, he takes the reader back to a time in our country, when the 
disease of AIDS was first being identified as something very serious and deadly.  
A New York bishop announced unequivocally while he was addressing a gay 
rights demonstration that AIDS was not God’s judgment upon the homosexual 
community.  Predictably, a response was given the next day by theologically 
conservative church leaders that, yes, AIDS was indeed God’s judgment on 
homosexuals.  Ironically, while the good bishop and his conservative challengers 
were pontificating over who was responsible for AIDS, Colson learned that a 
young woman on his ministry staff named Christy was using her weekends and 
evenings to do something about it.  Now this was at a time when most Americans 
were panic-stricken over whether AIDS was contagious.  People snickered at 
snide AIDS jokes.   

But Christy and her prayer group were visiting terminally ill AIDS patients at a 
Washington DC area hospital.  None of them had families in the area and 
certainly no visitors. So Christy’s group brought them postage stamps, stationary, 
books, cassette tapes and cookies.  Christy explained why she visited AIDS 
victims:  they were socially unacceptable because of their lifestyle and medically 
unacceptable because of their disease.  They were scared, dying and unsaved.  
Christy went on to say that she and her prayer group had been able to pray with 
eight of the patients and that two men who had died in the past ten days received 
Jesus as Savior.  Christy – and followers of Jesus like Christy – remind us of a 
great truth about who really speaks for God.  He’s actually done quite nicely for 
Himself.  Yes, God does indeed speak through His holy Word, but He also 
speaks through the quiet obedience of His servants who are willing to let Him live 
in and through them.  Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus becomes God in us.  He’s 
waiting to live in and through you and me.   

Just who are you anticipating this Christmas?  I hope, that like Isaiah the prophet, 
He is God with us, He is God for us and He is God in us. 


