
 1

YOU'RE LIVING OUT A CHRIST-SHAPED MYSTERY   

COLOSSIANS 1:24 - 2:5 

 

I love a mystery!  How about you?  One of my favorite TV shows growing up was 
"Perry Mason" - the attorney who never lost a case in defending his clients 
against the charge of murder.  Every episode was a mystery.  My favorite kind of 
leisure reading is mystery or suspense novels:  Agatha Christie, P.D. James, 
John Grisham.  I enjoy movies or TV shows that are full of suspense and 
mystery.  Many of these shows or books have something in common.  The "one 
who done it" is usually the least likely person imaginable.  In fact, you can often 
guess in advance who is the crook or the villain by first figuring out who was least 
likely to have committed the crime in question.  
 
Mystery.  Intrigue.  Suspense.  There are some things about God and our 
relationship with Him that could be called "mysterious."  Where is Heaven? 
What's Heaven like?  How can God never have had a beginning or an end?  How 
did He go about creating the universe?  Some mysteries that involve God are the 
result of our own frustration with life here and now. Why does he allow pain, war 
and undeserved suffering?  Why did He allow a loved one of ours to die?  Some 
mysteries that involve God have to do with this thing we call salvation or 
redemption.  It's that kind of mystery I want to explore with you today.  We find 
that very word - "mystery" - in the Bible passage we are considering this morning.  
Let's read it just now: 1:24 - 2:5.   
 

The new, little church in Colossae to whom Paul was writing this letter had its 
problems.  Maybe the biggest problem of all was false teachers who loved to talk 
about mysteries, too.  But their mysteries were dangerous and deceptive.  You 
had to figure out how to navigate through this mysterious spiritual world of 
angelic, supernatural beings if you really wanted to know God and achieve 
salvation.  Jesus was a good man, but simple trust in Him and what He's done at 
the cross and through the empty tomb was not sufficient to be truly spiritual.  No, 
it was necessary to become acquainted with all sorts of philosophical and 
spiritual mysteries and only they - these false teachers - could introduce, explain 
and guide you into and through these "mysteries."  Paul takes one of their 
favorite words - "mystery" - and redefines it.  It's as if he says to these new 
Christians living in Colossae, "Look, you're hearing a lot about spiritual mysteries.  
OK, let me tell you about the only really important mystery - a mystery that God 
has kept hidden from the beginning of time but has now fully revealed to all 
people everywhere:  Jew, non-Jew, rich, poor, educated, uneducated, man, 
woman, slave or free."  There it is in v. 26-27:  "the mystery that has been kept 
hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. To them God 
has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory."  This mystery you are living in 
and living out is Christ-shaped in every way.  Let's think first about... 
 
WHAT GOD'S MYSTERY MEANS FOR YOU. 
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There's a very important, personal implication to this mystery:  Christ in you, 
Christ in me - the hope of glory.  What's that?  It means that every person who 
puts his or her trust in Jesus for forgiveness of sins and eternal life is somehow 
indwelt by the Lord Jesus Christ.  You mean the very same Jesus who walked 
around Palestine, died on a cross, rose from the dead and ascended back to 
Heaven?  Yes, that very same Jesus!   How is that possible?  It's very hard to 
explain.  You could even call it a mystery!  Every follower of Jesus right now has 
living inside him or her none other than Christ Himself.  Something of His Spirit or 
Being has invaded your spirit or being and has taken up residence within you 
forever.  Back in Old Testament times, God, through His Spirit, would on 
occasion come upon and indwell certain of His people.  These people were 
usually leaders such as kings, prophets or priests.  But this phenomenon didn't 
happen to everyone and it often wasn't a permanent indwelling of His Spirit. 
 
Now Jesus predicted this would happen.  Before His death and resurrection, He 
said, "'When I am raised to life again, you will know that I am in my Father, and 
you are in me, and I am in you.'" (John 14:20 NLT)  In another letter to another 
group of Christians, Paul wrote, "My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is 
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by 
trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." (Gal 2:20 
NLT)  So, it's not just great Christian leaders like a Billy Graham or a Mother 
Teresa who have Christ living in and through them.  It's not just pastors, or full 
time missionaries, or people who seem to live at the church building all week 
long who have Christ living in and through them.  If Jesus is your Lord and Savior 
this morning, He lives in you.  He has taken up residence in your life. 
 
There are so many ramifications to this incredible fact.  For one thing, it's the 
ultimate answer to your inadequacy.  Many people - including people who have 
trusted in Jesus - still struggle with feelings that they are pretty worthless, 
hopeless creatures.  You might have grown up in a dysfunctional home.  You 
may have had many setbacks and disappointments in life.  As a result, you feel 
horribly inadequate spiritually.  You could never witness to someone at work or to 
your neighbor next door.  You could never teach.  You could never tithe.  You 
could never do much of anything to help God's Kingdom grow.  You could never!  
But, of course, that's the devil's lie, isn't it?  If you were truly worthless and 
hopeless, would Jesus Christ Himself live in you?  Of course not!  You are a 
vessel in which the King of kings and the Lord of lords Himself resides.  That 
gives you a dignity, a worth, an importance, a value that is unimaginable and 
eternal.  What does the Bible say? "For I can do everything through Christ, who 
gives me strength."  (Phil 4:13 NLT)  It's not about you - your gifts, your talents or 
your intelligence.  It's about Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
Here's something else.  Christ living in you is the ultimate answer to your 
suffering.  Paul says something kind of odd here, "Now I rejoice in what was 
suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s 
afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church." (Col 1:24 NIV)  Scholars 
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have debated what he meant here exactly.  We know he was in prison at this 
time.  We know that he suffered physically in unimaginable ways to share the 
Good News of Jesus.  Paul had learned at his conversion that when you mistreat 
Christian people, you actually mistreat Christ Himself. Before his conversion, 
Paul bitterly persecuted and even killed Christians.  Do you recall what Jesus 
said to Paul when He appeared to him on the road to Damascus? Jesus said, "... 
'Why are you persecuting me?” (Acts 9:4 NLT)   
 
Perhaps Paul was thinking that if the devil's guns, so to speak, were focused on 
him, there would be less trouble for the Colossians.  Or perhaps he assumed that 
there is a kind of spiritual quota of suffering that Christ and His Body - the church 
- has to fill up before Jesus' second coming.  It's true that Paul's suffering here is 
suffering because of his allegiance to Christ, his witness to Christ and his 
unwillingness to keep quiet about Christ.  We don't know much about that kind of 
suffering here in America.  But everyone suffers in one way or another.  And 
Christians suffer, too.  All I'm suggesting here is that all suffering - the crushing 
disappointments of life, the battles with illness, the relational disasters, the pain 
of losing loved ones to death as well as facing your own death, the constant and 
daily struggle against temptation and sin - is in some way a testing of your faith in 
Christ.  There's mystery in suffering.  And you can only ever come to grips with 
the fact of suffering in your life, if you also come to see that it's mysteriously part 
and parcel of the Christ who lives in you. He suffered, so you suffer.  One day 
suffering will end, but today it needs to be endured in a Christ-like way.   
 
There’s one more personal application here.  Christ living in you is the ultimate 
answer to your sinfulness.  You might be saying to yourself today, "I did it again!  
I blew it!  Why can't I live the way I know God wants me to live?  I'm such a 
terrible failure as a Christian."  One of my favorite verses in all of the Bible puts it 
like this, "And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will 
continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns." 
(Phil 1:6 NLT)  By no means do I want to minimize the presence of sin in your life 
or mine or its effects.  All I'm saying is that God isn't going to give up on you or 
me because we still struggle with the fact or presence of sin in our lives.  He has 
too much invested in you and me.  If Jesus hasn't given up on you, why should 
you give up on yourself?  It's Christ in you that is the hope of glory!   
 
A young boy was attending some special meetings with his family at a small 
church out in the country.  A guest speaker was preaching that day about this 
very same subject - the mystery of Christ living in us. He was urging those 
present to discover and apply this truth to their lives.  After the service, this boy 
approached the guest speaker looking a bit bewildered.  "Sir, may I ask you 
something?", he asked.  "Certainly, son," the guest speaker replied, "what's on 
your mind?"  "Well, sir, you were preaching tonight about Jesus being inside of 
us, right?"  "That's right, son."  "Well, sir," said the boy, "I learned in Sunday 
School that Jesus was a carpenter, right?"  The guest speaker nodded.  "Well," 
continued the boy, "I'll bet Jesus was pretty big.  I mean lots bigger than I am 
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right now."  The speaker wasn't quite sure where all this was going, but he said, 
"I suppose He was bigger than you are now, yes."  "Well," explained the boy, 
"that's what I don't understand.  If Jesus is bigger than me and you say He lives 
inside me, wouldn't He kind of stick out all over?"  The guest speaker smiled, 
nodded and simply said, "Son, I think you've understood exactly what I meant.  
When Jesus lives inside of you, He indeed can't help but stick out all over!"   
 
God's mystery on a personal level means Jesus Christ sticks out all over. Is that 
true of your life?  When people look at your life - how you act, how you speak, 
how you treat others, what you value, how you handle both life's joys and life's 
problems - do they see Jesus sticking out all over? Jesus is bigger than your 
inadequacies, your suffering and your sins. Christ in you, the hope of glory. The 
mystery you are living in and living out is Christ-shaped.  Secondly... 
 
WHAT GOD'S MYSTERY MEANS FOR YOUR CHURCH. 

 

Here's something important to know.  The personal, individual application of this 
wonderful mystery - Christ in you, the hope of glory - is secondary to what Paul is 
saying here.  It's important and it's true, but it's not the primary thing Paul is 
talking about.  The "you" in "Christ in you, the hope of glory" is plural not singular.  
We live in a culture that puts a great deal of emphasis on the individual.  As a 
result, we sometimes read that into the Bible.  Everything becomes about my 
individual, personal relationship with God.  Paul is not writing to an individual 
here; he is writing to a group of people - all the folk who made up the church in 
Colossae.  The incredible mystery now revealed to which Paul is referring here is 
the fact that God was creating this new entity called the church which was made 
up of Jewish and non-Jewish people. God's plan including the whole world! 
 
Talk about a paradigm shift!  As a zealous Jew, Paul had grown up believing that 
Jewish people were the only people God cared about.  Everyone else was just 
there to feed the flames of hell.  But when Paul began to preach and teach about 
Christ, something phenomenal happened.  Lots of non-Jews put their faith in 
Jesus.  In fact, more non-Jews trusted in Jesus than Jews!  Paul began to realize 
that his was God's plan all along.  Again, he speaks here of "the mystery that has 
been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. To 
them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of 
this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory." (Col 1:26-27 NIV)  So 
what does all of this mean for our church located here on Karl Road in the 
Northland area of Columbus in the year 2011? 
 
First, it means diversity is normal.  It implies that Karl Road Baptist Church 
should become increasingly diverse.  No, not diverse in the matter of our beliefs.  
What kind of diversity does God want, then?  God has placed our church in an 
incredibly diverse community.  At the very least, our church should reflect more 
and more the ethnic, racial and cultural diversity of the Northland community.  
We should have people of every color and ethnicity in Northland represented in 
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our church.  We should be socio-economically diverse.  We should have wealthy, 
middle class and poor people worshipping here every Sunday - all together.  We 
should be diverse in terms of age.  Younger people need older people's wisdom 
and example. Older people need younger people's energy and new ideas.  We 
should be diverse in terms of spiritual maturity. We should have people who've 
walked with God for decades and people who just trusted in Christ last week.  
We should have people here that are way down the road in terms of having it all 
together spiritually as well as people whose lives are an absolute disaster.  I want 
you to know I pray that God will send people to KRBC that only Jesus can fix - 
broken, busted people!  I know that’s a dangerous prayer!  Diversity brings 
problems, doesn't it?  It's often the soil out of which conflict grows between 
people.  Sometimes the church will feel a little chaotic because we won't know 
how to minister to the people God sends us.  Then why do we want the church to 
be diverse?  Because the Kingdom of God is incredibly diverse. 
 
Second, Paul suggests here that because Christ in you - the church - is the hope 
of glory, it means spiritual maturity is accessible to all.  By the way, spiritual 
maturity - becoming everything God wants you to be - is God's goal for every 
follower of Jesus.  In another letter, Paul says, "No, ..., I have not achieved it, but 
I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for 
which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us."  (Phil 3:13-14 NLT) What's he 
talking about? Spiritual maturity!  Look there at v. 28 "We proclaim him, 
admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone perfect in Christ.”  
 
Remember, the false teachers were saying something very different.  They were 
saying that only a few Christians - a kind of spiritual elite - could ever reach real 
spiritual maturity.  And they, the false teachers, had the secret passwords, the 
mysterious rituals, the hidden knowledge that made maturity possible.  Paul said, 
"So much garbage!  I want everyone to be mature in Christ and everyone can be 
mature because they have Christ!  So everyone gets to hear the Good News.  
Everyone gets admonished which means everyone gets warned about the bad 
stuff.  Everyone gets taught the good stuff."  My friend, the only things that 
prevent you from becoming spiritually mature is your own spiritual laziness, or 
stubbornness or unwillingness.  You have been given the ability to become just 
as spiritually mature as anyone else, because you were given the same Christ. 
 
Third, because Christ in you - the church - is the hope of glory, it means serving 
is essential.  Paul was a servant of the Good News about Jesus, but he says 
here he also was a servant of the church. Paul says here, "We proclaim him, 
admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone perfect in Christ. To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, 
which so powerfully works in me."  (Col 1:28-29 NIV)  If Jesus lives in you, He is 
going to keep pushing you to get involved in His work in some way.  Paul 
confesses here that he's in an intense, passionate - at times, exhausting and 
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agonizing - struggle for the hearts and souls of people.  Are you a servant in 
Christ's church? We can make serving the Lord far harder and more mysterious 
than it was ever meant to be.  Very few of us have the capacity to touch the 
entire world for the Lord Jesus Christ like Paul did.  But God gives each of us 
realistic contexts where we can be involved in ministry every day.  One is your 
family.  Another is your neighborhood.  Other contexts are your place of work or 
where you go to school.  It's basically any place where you interact with people. 
 
Another very important context is this church.  Where are you serving?  How are 
you serving?  You might say, "Oh, Rick, I've served in and through the church.  I 
got exhausted.  It was hard work.  I stopped because it wore me out."  Well, what 
did you expect?  Paul says as much here.  Have you heard the expression:  
"leaving it all out on the field" or "leaving it all out on the court"?  That's pretty 
much the sense of what Paul says here in terms of his serving the church and 
serving in the church.  There's this idea out there that if you're serving the Lord 
correctly, you should never get tired or exhausted.  Try telling that to Paul!  My 
friend, if you are here today and, frankly, there's no great desire to serve the Lord 
in the church or outside of the church - there's no excitement, no passion and no 
desire for God to use you to help build His Kingdom - there's a very simple 
explanation. Christ does not live in you. You’re not really His follower.   
 
This church doesn't exist primarily to meet your needs spiritual or otherwise.  It 
exists to bring people into a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ through your very 
real, practical, loving efforts day in and day out, week after week, month after 
month, and year after year.  God does that work in and through us as a group 
using various spiritual gifts that the Holy Spirit provides to the church through its 
members. The church gives you the opportunity to go out, work hard and get 
exhausted doing stuff that matters for all eternity.  God invites you "to leave it all 
out on the field" for Him!  By the same token, Paul makes it clear here that God 
does in fact provide His own supernatural energy and power as we serve Him.  
"To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in 
me."  (Col 1:29 NIV)  Jesus will never ask you to do anything for Him in your own 
energy or strength.  His power - His energy - is more than available to any one of 
us who make up our minds to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Some years ago a woman in Africa became a Christian.  Because she was filled 
with gratitude to God for her salvation, she wanted to do something for Jesus 
Christ.  This dear woman was blind, uneducated and seventy years of age.  What 
could she possibly do?  She came to a missionary with her French Bible and 
asked this missionary to underline John 3:16 for her in red ink.  “Why on earth?” 
wondered the missionary to herself.  Mystified, the missionary watched her as 
she took her Bible and sat in front of a boys’ school in the afternoon.  When 
school dismissed, she would call a boy or two over and ask them if they knew 
French. When the proudly responded that they did, she would say, “Please read 
the passage underlined in red to me.”  When they did, she would ask, “Do you 
know what this means?”  And she would tell them about Christ.  That missionary 
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went on to say that over the years some 24 young men accepted Jesus as 
Savior Lord and went on to become pastors because of the work of that blind, 
uneducated, seventy year old woman.  
 
It’s not about you.  It never was and it never will be.  It’s about Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.  It’s about His energy and His power flowing through you to meet 
the spiritual and practical needs of others in His Name.  You are living in a Christ-
shaped mystery and you’re living out a Christ-shaped mystery.   
 
 
 


