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THE TRUST TEST (Part 2)                       JEREMIAH 17:5-8; MALACHI 3:10-12 
 
Back in 1958, our country’s first commercial jet air service began with the flight of 
the Boeing 707.  A month after that first flight, a traveler on a piston-engine, 
propeller driven DC-6 airliner struck up a conversation with a fellow passenger.  
The other passenger happened to be a Boeing engineer.  The two got into a 
conversation about the new jet aircraft and the Boeing engineer spoke at length 
about the extensive testing Boeing had done on this new jet engine before 
bringing it into commercial service.  He pointed out Boeing’s experience with 
engines, from the B-17 to the B-52.  When his fellow passenger asked this 
Boeing engineer if he himself had flown on the new 707 jet airliner yet, he got a 
surprising response.  The Boeing engineer said, “I think I’ll wait until it’s been in 
service awhile.”   Trust is hard. 
 
Trust doesn’t mean much unless you’re willing to be personally committed.  
Trusting God doesn’t mean much unless you’re willing to personally commit 
every area of your life to Him.  Author and pastor, A.W. Tozer made this insightful 
comment, “The man of pseudo faith will fight for his verbal creed but refuse flatly 
to allow himself to get into a predicament where his future must depend upon 
that creed being true.  He always provides himself with secondary ways of 
escape so he will have a way out if the roof caves in.  What we need very badly 
these days is a company of Christians who are prepared to trust God as 
completely now as they know they must on the last day.”   
 
Today I’m concluding a brief message series on trust.  Trust is the key to a 
successful life for a follower of Jesus.  We’ve been considering how trust and 
financial giving are related.  Many people think tithing is just a matter of money.  
Not at all.  Fundamentally, it’s a matter of trust.  Do I trust God?  More 
specifically, do I trust God in the area of money?  Here’s something I know. If you 
tithe your income to the Lord and His work, you are demonstrating trust in God in 
the area of money.  If you don’t tithe, you do not yet trust God when it comes to 
money. You may well trust Him for other things – salvation, eternal life, 
forgiveness of your sins – but not money.   
 
Last week was the first part of this message – The Trust Test (Part 1).  Along 
life’s journey, God places before us things you might call “trust tests.”  Trust tests 
include things like marital problems, uncomfortable job situations, health 
concerns, problems with our kids, the death of loved ones and financial 
struggles.  Essentially, God allows these tests to come into your life and mine to 
help us grow in our trust in Him.  The decision to tithe – to give the Lord 10% of 
your income consistently and faithfully – is one of life’s great trust tests.  So, 
today, I want to pick up where I left off – The Trust Test (Part 2).  By way of 
review, we took that word “trust” and turned it into an acrostic.  The “T” stands for 
“Take an inventory.”  In other words, you’re encouraged to stop, reflect and ask 
God to check you out from time to time to see where you might not trust Him 
fully.  The “R” stands for “Recognize God as the source.”  God is the source of 
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every blessing you enjoy in life including any and all material possesions.  The 
“U” stands for “Understand God’s principles.”  The “S” stands for “Surrender 
everything to God” and the last “T” stands for “Test God’s promises.”   
 
UNDERSTAND GOD’S PRINCIPLES. 
 
Last week, we got through half of “Understand God’s principles.” There I began 
sharing with you ten stewardship principles that make a difference and I 
explained the first five.  Let’s begin with the sixth principle today and call it “The 
Who’s Number One Principle.”  God deserves the first and the best of everything.  
God deserves the very best of you – your time, your talents, your interests, your 
passions, your ambitions and your energy.  When it comes to money, God 
deserves the first and the best of your income. The Bible says, “Honor the LORD 
with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce.” (Proverbs 3:9 
NLT)  In Old Testament times, the people lived in an agricultural economy so 
they were instructed to bring to the Lord the best of their crops, their herds or 
their flocks.  They didn’t dare bring damaged grain or a sick sheep as an offering.  
If you transfer that concept, it simply means you don’t give God whatever is 
leftover in your checkbook at the end of the month.  You give Him the first and 
the best – a tithe of your income.  I remember a cartoon some years ago that 
caught my attention.  It depicted a woman paying for some items with a credit 
card. Underneath the picture was a caption: “Most Americans tithe to MasterCard 
not the Master.”  I’d make one, small revision:  “Most Christians tithe to 
MasterCard not the Master.”  So, who’s really in charge of your life and your 
finances?  Where is God in your financial life?   

“The Cheerful Attitude Principle” is number seven.  Biblical stewardship begins 
with loving not giving.  The Bible says, “You must each decide in your heart how 
much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God 
loves a person who gives cheerfully.’”  (2 Corinthians 9:7 NLT)  I like the story 
about a mother who gave her child a one-dollar bill and a quarter.   Mom said, 
“Sweetheart, you can place either one in the offering plate. It's entirely up to you." 
As they were driving home, Mom asked the daughter what she had decided to 
give.  "Well, at first I was going to give the dollar," said the daughter. "But the 
man behind the pulpit said God loves a cheerful giver, so I felt like I would be 
much more cheerful if I gave the quarter instead."  Been there?  We all have!   
Here’s a statement that’s true:  you can give without loving but you cannot love 
without giving.  Cheerfulness in your giving is evidence that you’re giving in love. 

Number eight is “The Big Shovel Principle.”  In a nutshell, that simply means that 
you can’t out give God.  Jesus Himself articulated this principle when He said, 
“Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, 
shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. 
The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.”  (Luke 6:38 NLT)  
I’ve had many people ask me over the years if we’re supposed to tithe on our net 
income (after taxes) or our gross income (before taxes).  The Bible doesn’t say, 
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but the best answer I can give them is this, “Do you want net blessings or gross 
blessings?”  Jesus said, “The amount you give will determine the amount you get 
back.”  I’m blessed by the testimony of a wealthy Christian man who was a very 
generous giver to his church as well as other ministries.  Someone asked him 
how he could afford to be so generous.  He said, “Whatever I shovel out, God 
shovels back in.  And I’ve learned this:  God has a bigger shovel than I do.”   

“The River Principle” is the number nine stewardship principle.  Your life should 
resemble a river not a reservoir.  God’s blessings should flow into your life like 
water into a river.  Yes, you should be blessed yourself by those blessings.  And 
then you should allow those blessings to move on and bless others.  Your life 
and mine can too often resemble a reservoir without any outlet whatsoever. 
Blessing gets dumped in the reservoir and stays there. The result is that you get 
stale and stagnant spiritually because nobody is benefitting but you.   

Perhaps you’ve heard of the analogy that compares two famous bodies of water 
in Israel that are joined by the Jordan River.  To the south lies the Dead Sea.  
Water flows into it from the Jordan River, but the Dead Sea is a reservoir without 
an outlet.  It’s become a dead, stagnant body of water.  No fish live in the Dead 
Sea.  No plant life lives in or around the Dead Sea.  The other body of water 
serviced by the Jordan River is the Sea of Galilee to the north.  That’s the large 
lake that turns up in so many stories about Jesus.  But because the Sea of 
Galilee has many outlets, it’s an incredibly alive and productive body of water.  It 
teems with fish.  It supports and gives life.  The areas around Galilee are some of 
the greenest, most beautiful and most productive parts of the land of Israel.   The 
Bible says, “Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to 
trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who 
richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment.  Tell them to use their money to do 
good. They should be rich in good works and generous to those in need, always 
being ready to share with others.”  (1 Timothy 6:17-18  NLT)   When it comes to 
God’s blessings, are you more like a life-giving river or a stagnant reservoir?   

We might call the last principle “The Who Has Who Principle.”  In other words, 
until God is in control of my life, I am out of control.  If God is in control of your 
relationships, your relationships are in control.  If God is in control of your 
marriage, your marriage is in control.  If God is in control of your job, your job is 
in control.  And if God is in control of your money, your money is in control. Jesus 
said, “You can't worship two gods at once. Loving one god, you'll end up hating 
the other. Adoration of one feeds contempt for the other. You can't worship God 
and Money both.”  (Matthew 6:24  MSG)  Are you in control of your money or is 
money in control of you?  If God is not in control of you, money will be!  Here’s 
something I’ve noticed over the years.  People who tithe, by in large, manage 
their money better than people who don’t tithe.  I’m not saying they’re wealthier. 
I’m not saying they never have financial struggles.  I am saying that over the long 
haul, they manage their money better because God is allowed to be in control.   
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James Lollis made this statement, “Stewardship is more than the management of 
things.  It is the refusal to let things manage us.”   

SURRENDER EVERYTHING TO GOD. 

The “S” in our trust acrostic stands for “Surrender everything to God.”  Every trust 
test in life brings you to this point of decision inevitably.  Whatever it is, the 
question ends up being:  Are you going to trust God in this?  Many times trusting 
God looks or feels like giving in to God, giving something up to God or 
surrendering something inside of yourself to Him.  When you refuse to trust God 
in some area of your life, a spiritual wall goes up between you and the Lord.  
When you refuse to surrender some matter, issue, circumstance or event to the 
Lord, you get depressed, discouraged, defensive, irritable or belligerent.   

I get amused by people – sometimes they’re fellow Christians – who don’t think 
that money is something God cares about.  It’s as if they think it’s beneath God’s 
dignity to care about money issues in your life.  They assume that to think about 
spiritual issues and to think about financial matters are two incompatible 
dimensions of reality.  Often, when they hear people preach, teach or talk about 
money in a worship service, they get a little bit resistant or defensive.  It’s almost 
like when I speak about tithing from the pulpit that I’m making God less spiritual 
than He should be or following Jesus less inspirational than it should be.   

When I encounter someone who gets irritated hearing what the Bible says about 
money, I know two things.  First, the person does not tithe.  As far as I know I 
have yet to offend anyone who tithes when I preach on tithing.  Invariably, 
messages on tithing just encourage people who tithe.  But quite often those who 
don’t tithe become defensive precisely because the Holy Spirit is revealing an 
area where they do not yet fully trust the Lord.  Here’s a second thing I know.  
You advertise your ignorance of God’s Word if you’ve convinced yourself that 
there’s nothing in there about giving or tithing.  Did you know that the Bible offers 
some 500 verses about prayer, about 500 about faith, but some 2000 on money 
and possessions?  Did you know that 16 of the 38 major parables Jesus told deal 
with how to handle money and possessions in some way, shape or form and that 
10% of those verses (interesting percentage, don’t you think?) – 288 verses in all 
– mention money?  Did you know Jesus spoke more about money than He did 
about heaven?   

People like to depict Jesus as a kind of early hippie from the 1st century – a kind 
of proto-radical - who played the guitar, wore beads, had long hair and spoke 
dreamily of love, peace, tolerance and respect for diversity.  What they 
conveniently forget is that Jesus was and is always about reality.  Jesus knows 
where you and I live.  He has no illusions about you, me or the true nature of our 
spiritual struggles.  Why do you think Jesus said, “‘For where your treasure is, 
there you heart will be also’”?  (Matthew 6:21 NLT)   Because He knew that one 
look at your checkbook reveals your priorities in life.  Facts are facts.  God isn’t 
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dumb. He knows what money does to you.  He knows the power it has over you.  
And He knows well that it is one of the hardest areas to give Him control over.  It 
demands a very deep kind of personal surrender.   

Are there consequences to not trusting God?  Absolutely.  Let’s read what the 
Old Testament prophet, Jeremiah, had to say about that.  (Jeremiah 17:5-6) 
According to those verses, when you fail to trust the Lord in any area of your life 
you invite a curse upon yourself.  When you fail to trust the Lord, you reject Him.  
When you fail to trust the Lord, you end up living an unproductive, fruitless life.  
The image that comes to my mind is of those tumbleweed bushes – rootless and 
lifeless - just blowing across the ground in those old TV or movie westerns.   
That’s what life becomes for someone who doesn’t trust God.   

Are there consequences to trusting God?  Of course.  Look at what Jeremiah 
says in the next two verses.  (Jeremiah 17:7-8) When you trust God in any area 
of life, you invite blessing on yourself.  Notice here, however, that when you trust 
God, it doesn’t mean an absence of trouble.  The tree here endures the heat and 
drought, doesn’t it?  But here’s the big difference.  To trust God in any area of life 
ensures a productive and fruitful life ultimately.  Verse 8 brings to mind an oasis 
in the desert – a well watered place full of plenty and provision – right in the 
middle of a wasteland. Tithing – as in every other area of your relationship with 
God – is a matter of trust.  So, if you’re not tithing, I invite you to step out in faith 
and trust God by making a commitment to tithe today.  Yes, it can be scary.  I 
know; I’ve been there.  I haven’t always tithed – even as a Christian.  It really is a 
surrender of yourself to God at a very deep and personal level.  You will not 
regret that decision to trust God.  You will invite His blessing upon your life.   

TEST GOD’S PROMISES. 

The final “T” of our trust acrostic stands for “Test God’s promises.”  I want us to 
look at one more scripture quickly.  (Malachi 3:10-12)  Notice with me that, first of 
all, God’s promises concerning money depend on your complete obedience.  
That phrase “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse…” is important.  Don’t 
fudge on the tithe.  It’s a full 10% - not 6%, 8% or 9 and ¾%.  If you give the full 
tithe, claim God’s promises.  If you don’t, why bother?  Second, this is the only 
place in the entire Bible where God invites you to test Him.  Why?  Because He 
knows how tough it is for us to trust Him when it comes to money stuff.  “‘And test 
Me now in this,’ says the Lord of Hosts….” 

Third, when you obey God in the financial area of life by returning to Him at least 
the tithe, the promise is that God will provide abundantly.  “‘…see if I will not 
open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it 
overflows.’”  What’s been my personal experience as a tither?  Am I now a rich 
man?  It depends on how you define “rich” I guess.  Am I financially wealthy?  By 
the whole world’s standards, yes.  By this country’s standards, no.  Has God met 
all my financial needs?  Yes, He certainly has!  Has God met all my financial 
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wants?  No.  Do I still have financial struggles, questions, issues or problems 
from time to time?  Sure, they’re a part of life.  Just because I tithe, it doesn’t 
mean I escape financial ups and downs anymore than I escape life’s ups and 
downs this side of heaven.  But, yes, I am rich is so many ways.  Not only has 
God met my material, practical, everyday needs abundantly, He has also blessed 
me with every spiritual blessing in Jesus.  And I know that the best blessings are 
still ahead!  God keeps His promises.  I’ve tested them and so have many others. 

Fourth, when you obey God by giving the tithe, He will protect you financially.  I 
believe you find that promise in verse 11.  The picture is of agricultural blessing 
in that verse because that was the economy of that day and time.  Clearly, 
however, there’s a transferable principle to you and me.  When I obey, God 
blesses.  When I disobey, God can discipline me through financial loss. Fifth and 
finally, when you obey God, your life will be attractive to others.  Do you hear that 
in verse 12?  “‘And all the nations will call you blessed, for you shall be a 
delightful land,’ says the Lord of hosts.”  How many of you out there want to be 
blessed and want to be a blessing?  How many of you want to be attractive both 
to God and to others?  Then let’s obey the Lord.  Better yet, let’s trust Him.  From 
first to last, in every area of life, it’s all a matter of trust.   

Bruce Larson was a well known Christian author some years ago.  For many 
years he worked in New York City and he counseled many people at his office.  
On many occasions, Larson suggested that his counselee walk with him from his 
office down to the RCA Building on Fifth Avenue. (I believe it’s now the GE 
Building.)  In front of that building is a gigantic statue of Atlas, a beautifully 
proportioned man who, with all his muscles straining, is holding the world up on 
his shoulders.  There he is, the most powerfully built man in the world and he can 
barely stand up under this burden.  Larson would point at that statue of Atlas and 
say to his companion, “Now that’s one way to live trying to carry the world on 
your shoulders.  But now come across the street with me.”  On the other side of 
Fifth Avenue is St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  There behind the high altar is a little 
shrine of the boy Jesus, depicting our Lord at age eight or nine.  With no effort at 
all, He is holding the world in one hand. Larson was always able to get his point 
across.  You have a choice.  You can carry the world on your shoulders or you 
can say, “I give up, Lord.  Here’s my life.  I give you my world – my whole world.” 

A relationship with God is a matter of trust.  Every aspect of a relationship with 
God is a matter of trust.  Along life’s journey there will be trust tests.  One of 
those great trust tests will be about money, giving and tithing.  When it comes to 
your financial world, do you really want to try and hold it up like Atlas – straining 
and struggling - or do you want to give it to Jesus who can carry it for you with no 
effort at all?  It’s a matter of trust. 

 


