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WISE WEALTH                                                                         PROVERBS 10:22 

 

If you consider yourself financially wealthy, please raise your hand!  I thought as 
much….  Think about the rich young ruler who came to Jesus and asked Him 
about what was most important in life.  No matter how wealthy he may have 
been, that man couldn’t ride in a car, have surgery, turn on a light, buy Tylenol, 
watch TV, wash dishes with running water, use a computer, mow a lawn, fly in an 
airplane or talk on a cell phone.  If he was considered rich, what does that make 
you and me? 
 
By almost any standard of the past 5,000 years of human history and in 
comparison to most of the rest of the world, you are fabulously wealthy.  I venture 
to guess that all of us here today are in the top 1% of people who have ever lived 
in terms of our net financial worth.  We’re in the midst of a study of the Old 
Testament book of Proverbs called How to Live Wisely and Well.  Proverbs has a 
lot to say about money, because it wants to provide God’s perspective on a 
matter of great importance to true success in life.  Money and the things that 
money can buy touch almost every area of life; therefore, you shouldn’t be 
surprised that God’s Word is careful to provide instruction regarding both our 
attitudes towards money and our actions in dealing with money.   
 
How can you handle personal, financial wealth in a God-honoring way?  
Remember that the central theme of Proverbs is fear of the Lord – to offer to God 
loving and obedient respect at all times and in all things – including your money 
and possessions.  There is such a thing as godly wealth and ungodly wealth.  
Proverbs is all about godly wealth, or – to put it another way – wealth that is 
obtained and then managed wisely.  It teaches us that godly wealth is the direct 
result of certain factors.  Godly wealth provides certain opportunities.  And godly 
wealth avoids certain pitfalls.  First of all, then… 
 
GODLY WEALTH IS THE RESULT OF … 

God’s blessing, first and foremost.  Yes, it’s true; some people do indeed get rich 
by taking advantage of other people or being dishonest.  But that kind of wealth 
isn’t godly wealth.  Proverbs teaches that wealth itself can be a very good thing 
given by God Himself as a gift to His people.  It says, “When the LORD blesses 
you with riches, you have nothing to regret.”  (Proverbs 10:22 CEV)  When 
wealth comes from God, we read, “… you have nothing to regret.”  It’s a good 
thing – one of the Lord’s blessings.  Sometimes things you read or see can give 
you the impression that getting rich is always the result of greed, selfishness or 
taking advantage of someone else.  That’s simply not true!  Sure, some people 
get rich by methods that lack integrity.  Contrary to godly wealth, ungodly wealth 
does result in a deep kind of regret.  It leaves you constantly anxious about 
keeping what you’ve got or getting more.  It leaves you riddled with guilt because 
other human beings were cheated in order for you to get wealthy.  When a 
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person is both godly and wealthy, he recognizes the true source of that wealth.  
It’s God’s blessing alone that makes you rich.   

Many of the great Old Testament characters were men of immense financial 
wealth.  But notice who always gets the credit!  Of Abraham it was said, “‘And the 
LORD has greatly blessed my master; he has become a wealthy man….’”  
(Genesis 24:35 NLT).  Of Isaac it was said, “…The LORD blessed him, and Isaac 
was so successful that he became very rich.”  (Genesis 26:12-13 CEV)  When 
Moses gave his final instructions to the people of Israel before they entered the 
Promised Land, he said, “‘But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who 
gives you the ability to produce wealth….’”  (Deuteronomy 8:18 NIV)  My friend, if 
you enjoy financial stability and success – and you’ve been honest in getting to 
that position in life – don’t ever feel guilty about it.  Recognize it as God’s 
blessing and thank Him for it every day!   

Secondly, godly wealth is the result of hard work.  Here’s what Proverbs says, 
“Lazy people are soon poor; hard workers get rich….  Wealth from get-rich-quick 
schemes quickly disappears; wealth from hard work grows over time.”  (Proverbs 
10:4, 13:11 NLT)  God has made the universe operate by certain natural and 
supernatural laws.  Some laws apply to money.  Wealth is usually the 
consequence of hard work, diligence, industry and initiative.  Notice also that 
godly wealth is usually accumulated gradually – little by little over time.  That 
calls for personal discipline and rejecting instant gratification.  Now, it simply is 
not true that every poor person is lazy.  But the reverse is almost always true.  
What’s that?  Most lazy people are poor. If you have a “take it or leave it” attitude 
towards working hard or an attitude that society or the government owes you a 
living, the Bible says you will most likely be poor financially.   

I wonder if you can guess the identity of this Columbus native!  He was born right 
here in our city, the third of eight kids.  At the age of 11, he quit school to help 
with family expenses and got his first full time job at $3.50 per week. At the age 
of 15, he got interested in cars and went to work in a garage at $4.50 a week.  
He knew he needed an education, so he subscribed to a correspondence home 
study course on cars.  Night after night – after long work days at the garage - he 
worked at his kitchen table by the light of a kerosene lamp.  Then, he decided he 
wanted a job at the Frayer-Miller Automobile Company here in Columbus, so 
here’s what he did.  One day he walked into the plant.  Lee Frayer was bent over 
the hood of a car and this boy waited patiently.  Finally, Frayer noticed him and 
asked, “Well, what do you want?”  The boy answered, “I just thought I’d tell you 
I’m coming to work here tomorrow.”  Frayer replied, “Oh!  Who hired you?”  The 
boy said, “Nobody yet, but I’ll be on the job in the morning. If I’m not worth 
anything, you can fire me.”  Early the next morning, that young man returned to 
the garage. Lee Frayer wasn’t there yet.  Noticing that the floor was thick with 
metal shavings and accumulated dirt and grease, the boy got a broom and 
shovel and set to work cleaning up the place.  The rest of that boy’s future was 
almost predictable.  He went on to gain a national reputation as a racing car 
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driver and car expert.  Then in World War I, he became our country’s leading 
fighter pilot and ace.  Later on he founded Eastern Airlines.  Anybody know who 
he was?  That’s right – Eddie Rickenbacker – an example of where hard work 
and initiative can take you in life.   

“But, Rick, don’t some people get wealthy in other ways besides hard work!”  
Yes, and many times, it’s not godly wealth.  As a result, it often does more harm 
than good.  Consider gambling.  A lot of people – and I’m sure some of them truly 
born again followers of Jesus – play the lottery as a form of entertainment.  I’m 
sure genuine Christians gamble at Las Vegas or in other places.  Now, the Bible 
– to my knowledge – never addresses gambling directly, so I refuse to label 
something a sin that God doesn’t.  But learning to live wisely and well demands 
that you think about what you do and why you do it.  To gamble in any form – 
casinos, racetracks, lottery tickets – is to participate in a practice that perpetuates 
a lie.  How so?  The lie is that getting rich is the result of luck instead of God’s 
blessing.  The lie is that wealth is the result of chance instead of hard work.  The 
lie is that wealth is the result of blind fate and has nothing to do with a person’s 
character, behavior or relationship with God.  So, as a follower of Jesus trying to 
live wisely and well, do you really want to perpetuate a lie?  Just a thought!   

Thirdly, godly wealth is the result of moral behavior.  Proverbs says, “There is 
treasure in the house of the godly, but the earnings of the wicked bring trouble.”  
(Proverbs 15:6 NLT)  The key word there is “godly” or “righteous”  -  it describes 
a person who is morally upright.  There is a biblical connection between those 
who live morally upright and the accumulation of godly wealth.  Again, do rascals 
ever get rich?  Of course they do – the financial news offers examples every day.  
But it’s not godly wealth.  As a result, it often doesn’t last and it certainly never 
enjoys God’s blessing upon it.  It ends up causing heartache.  The fact is you’re 
better off being poor than accumulating one thin dime of ungodly wealth.  But 
when people live and act morally before God, one result will be financial well 
being.  No guarantees.  But, true, more often than not.  Secondly, … 

GODLY WEALTH PROVIDES … 

First of all, the opportunity to give to the Lord.  God’s Word says, “Honor the 
LORD by giving him your money and the first part of all your crops.  Then you will 
have more grain and grapes than you will ever need.”  (Proverbs 3:9-10 CEV)  
There was a time in my spiritual journey when I believed that the tithe – 10% of 
your income going back to the Lord – was optional for a follower of Jesus.  I 
thought of it as an Old Testament rather than a New Testament concept.  But I 
could never escape a feeling that I wasn’t obeying the Lord financially.  Then, I 
realized that nowhere in the New Testament do we find the principle of the tithe 
repealed.  In other words, why should God have to repeat himself in the New 
Testament if He’s already made His will clear in the Old Testament?  When I 
brought my own personal giving into line with the tithe, it eliminated a lot of guess 
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work about what I should give, what was sacrificial, what was appropriate and 
what was obeying the Lord.  God’s Word is quite clear; the bottom line is 10%.   

Why is giving the Lord 10% so difficult?  The proverb we read suggests an 
answer.  As selfish human beings – and all of us are selfish to some degree – 
we’re prone to give God the leftovers rather than what is referred to here as the 
“first part of all your crops.”  Israel was an agricultural society.  Wealth was found 
in land, livestock and crops.  To honor God with one’s wealth meant to bring to 
Him the first and the best of whatever your land or your flocks produced.  You 
never brought Him leftovers from your fields or sick animals as your gift.  So 
what’s the transferrable principle?  You look at your income, figure out what 
represents 10% and you write out a check for that amount before you pay for 
anything else.  Instead, what often happens is we pay all of our bills first and then 
give God what’s leftover in the checkbook.  The problem is that there’s usually 
not a whole lot leftover, Amen?  My friend, that kind of giving doesn’t honor the 
Lord.  It indicates you actually fear other things more than you fear the Lord.  You 
love and respect other things more than you love and respect God.  Most 
troubling, you’re willing to become a thief in order to preserve some false idea of 
financial security.  The Bible says, “‘You people are robbing me, your God. And, 
here you are, asking, "How are we robbing you?" You are robbing me of the 
offerings and of the ten percent that belongs to me.’”  (Malachi 3:8 CEV)  If you 
withhold your tithe, I would never accuse you of being a thief.  God already has.   

Is God desperate for your money?  No!  But He does want you to experience the 
blessing that comes through becoming a generous person.  God’s Word says, 
“The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be 
refreshed.”  (Proverbs 11:25 NLT)  There’s an old story about a farmer who was 
known for his generous giving and whose friends couldn’t understand how he 
could give so much away and yet remain so prosperous.  One day a friend said, 
“We can’t understand it.  You give far more than the rest of us and yet you 
always seem to have more to give.”  The generous farmer explained, “Oh, that’s 
easy. I keep shoveling into God’s bin and God keeps shoveling into mine, but 
God has the bigger shovel!”  If you make generosity a habit, you’ll discover God 
always has the bigger shovel!   

Secondly, godly wealth provides personal security in a good sense.  God’s Word 
says, “Great wealth can be a fortress, but poverty is no protection at all.”  
(Proverbs 10:15 CEV)  In Old Testament times, living in a walled city – a fortress 
- was the safest place anyone could imagine.  Wealth does provide a kind of 
protection from life’s inevitable problems and setbacks.  It also honors the Lord 
when you’re financially self-reliant and don’t become an economic burden to 
others.  True, the Bible often points to the humility of poor people as something 
all of us should develop, but it never glorifies or advocates poverty per se.  
Poverty deprives people of dignity and a healthy kind of pride that comes from 
being able to take care of yourself and your family.  I believe our government 
should help those who truly can’t help themselves.  Most of you believe that, too.  
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But the book of Proverbs rejects the attitude that I should depend on either the 
government or some other person for my economic security.   

Proverbs never says everyone should be wealthy.  After all, just ending the 
month with enough can be exhilarating, Amen?  If godly wealth promotes a 
legitimate kind of personal security, then you must avoid anything that threatens 
it.  Even back in Old Testament times, wise people understood the end result of 
excessive debt.  “The poor are always ruled over by the rich, so don't borrow and 
put yourself under their power.”  (Proverbs 22:7 MSG)  Proverbs equates poverty 
with excessive debt.  You give up a measure of your freedom and; therefore, 
your security.  God expects you to be self-reliant financially so you can help 
others in need and give to the work of His Kingdom so it can grow and flourish. 

Thirdly, godly wealth provides a family inheritance.  “If you obey God, you will 
have something to leave your grandchildren.  If you don't obey God, those who 
live right will get what you leave.”  (Proverbs 13:22 CEV)  That verse tells me that 
if you handle godly wealth appropriately, you can bless two or more generations 
of your descendants financially.  Wise people manage their money carefully.  
Foolish people squander what they earn or forfeit what they gained deceitfully.  
We live in a moral universe.  That verse tells me that God sees to it that financial 
wealth ends up ultimately in the hands of those who fear Him.  Thirdly… 

GODLY WEALTH AVOIDS … 

First of all, trusting in wealth.  “Trust in your wealth, and you will be a failure, but 
God's people will prosper like healthy plants.”  (Proverbs 11:28 CEV)  God and 
God alone is worthy of your ultimate trust.  The most foolish thing you can ever 
do is to put your ultimate trust in anyone or anything other than God.  Some of 
you remember the comedian, Richard Pryor.  He was critically burned in an 
accident.  After recovering, he went on the “Tonight Show” and told then host 
Johnny Carson that when you’re seriously injured, money is suddenly 
unimportant.  He said, “All I could think of was to call on God. I didn’t call the 
Bank of America once!” 

A bit earlier I pointed out that godly wealth provides personal security in a good 
sense.  True, but don’t ever allow personal security to become your god.  Look at 
this verse.  “The rich think of their wealth as a strong defense; they imagine it to 
be a high wall of safety.”  (Proverbs 18:11 NLT)  There’s kind of a negative 
connotation in that proverb, isn’t there?  You can easily imagine money providing 
more security than it really does.  Wealth is a very limited form of security.  Many 
people want to give money and things the place in their heart that God alone 
should occupy.  So, use money.  Enjoy money.  Be thankful to God for money.  
Give money to the Lord and others.  But trust in money?  Never!   

Secondly, godly wealth avoids greed.  “It's better to be poor and live right,  than 
to be rich and dishonest…. God blesses his loyal people, but punishes all who 
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want to get rich quick.”  (Proverbs 28:6, 20 CEV)  Greed makes you do dishonest 
things with money.  Greed isn’t interested in the long term benefits of hard work.  
Greed will make you a sitting duck for the devil.  The Bible says, “People who 
want to be rich fall into all sorts of temptations and traps. They are caught by 
foolish and harmful desires that drag them down and destroy them.  The love of 
money causes all kinds of trouble….”  (1 Timothy 6:9-10 CEV)  If godly wealth 
comes your way, thank God for it and use it wisely.  But avoid ungodly wealth at 
all costs even if poverty is the result.   

Finally, godly wealth avoids extreme attitudes towards money.  “There are two 
things, Lord, I want you to do for me before I die:  Make me absolutely honest 
and don't let me be too poor or too rich.  Give me just what I need.  If I have too 
much to eat, I might forget about you; if I don't have enough, I might steal and 
disgrace your name.”  (Proverbs 30:7-9 CEV)  Those verses remind me that both 
poverty and wealth can cause me problems.  Too much wealth can lead to 
arrogance and lack of dependence on God.  Too much poverty might lead me 
into sin like stealing, for example.  It’s as if the writer of the proverb says, “Lord, 
You figure it out!  Please provide for my needs.  I don’t want to be a burden to 
anyone.  But don’t let me have so much that I’m tempted to forget that I need 
You most of all.”  Most human beings don’t do too well with too much of anything. 
Let’s ask God to help us to stay balanced and avoid extremes.  That’s wisdom!   

Kevin Miller’s dad spent most of his life working really hard to make money. But 
then he made a tactical error. Kevin and his mom were going to an Episcopal 
Church service and Dad decided to come along. The priest was full of old-time 
religion, and he gave an altar call. Something connected with Kevin’s dad that 
day, and he went forward and began to follow Jesus. He was 60-years-old. He 
began to read a small, blue King James Bible, and for the first time in his life, he 
began giving money with real interest. He told Kevin, in what was a rare sharing 
of his personal life, "I've started to tithe, and it's been a great adventure."  

Kevin’s dad suffered a heart attack at age 70. He lay in a hospital bed for 5 days, 
and then he died. At the funeral home, they laid him in a casket with his navy 
blazer and a Lands' End tie. A woman Kevin had never seen came up to him and 
said, "You don't know me, but I was in a bad marriage. My husband was beating 
me, and I needed to get out to save my life. But I didn't know what I would do to 
support myself. Your dad paid for me to go to junior college and get a degree, so 
I could be a dental hygienist. He paid for the whole thing, and nobody else knew 
about it. Now I have a job, and I'm making it. Your dad literally saved my life." 
Kevin’s dad could have died with a lot of money, but not a lot of love. Instead, he 
took a risk. He tried to learn how to "keep his life free from the love of money." 
And when he died, he left behind a woman who knows every day when she 
cleans people's teeth that it's a miracle she's still alive.  Life presents us with 
daily opportunities to use money wisely – in ways that honor God, help to build 
His Kingdom, bless people and change lives.  Are you using your wealth wisely? 


