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YOU’VE GOT TO FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHT TO PARTY            LUKE 10:17-24 

Faith in Action #4 

 

You were created for joy! I believe it’s easy to forget that this side of heaven.  
We’re reminded every day of what a joyless place this world can be without 
Jesus:  addictions, abusive behaviors, crime, violence, disease, premature death, 
extreme poverty, hunger, war, natural disasters – just to name a few!   Sadly, the 
devil’s constantly whispering into the hearts of men and women:  “Jesus was a 
nice man, but what does he really know about life in the 21st century?  Jesus is a 
dictator who just wants to rob you of any real fun or enjoyment in life.  Jesus’ 
standards are impossible to meet so why even try to follow Him?”  And, then, 
when Jesus’ followers make our faith sound like a set of rituals and observances, 
we only help to perpetuate the myth that Christianity is a joyless, graceless list of 
rules. 
 
When we gather for fellowship, study and worship on Sundays it ought to be the 
most joy-filled time of the week!  I wonder if one reason non-Christians find 
attending church distasteful is because we Christians display a kind of 
entrenched, drab joylessness.  Granted, many of us are struggling with heavy, 
difficult stuff in our personal lives during the week that’s anything but joyful.  All 
the more reason before we walk through the door of the church to stop, to remind 
ourselves of who God is and what He has done, and to reflect again on why we 
can be joyful despite it all.  There have been many Sundays over the years that I 
have to kind of grab myself by the scruff of the neck and preach to myself, “Now, 
see here, self!  You may be down and discouraged by this or that, but you have 
every reason to rejoice in the Lord!  You don’t have some God-given right to be 
joyless today!”  It’s not a matter of being inauthentic or hypocritical.  Instead, it’s a 
matter of choosing to rejoice even when my feelings encourage me to be sad.   
 
Next Sunday will be a joy-filled day!  I believe it should have a party atmosphere 
about it.  Granted, people mean different things by that word “party.”  I mean a 
fun day, a positive atmosphere, lots of laughter, enjoyment of one another, 
stories of how God used us to impact others and, above all, lots of praising the 
Lord together.  We’re going to bring our all church Faith in Action emphasis to a 
conclusion with a brief, celebrative worship experience.  Then we’re going to go 
out and serve the Lord and the community in a variety of ways.  I urge you as 
your pastor to be here!  I exhort you to come out ready to give yourself away to 
others and to the Lord both in attitude and action.  I believe you’ll leave here at 
the end of the day enriched and encouraged.  Now, to help get us ready for next 
Sunday, I want you to look with me at a Bible passage that is about both faith in 
action and about joy.  There are at least two great insights in this passage.  The 
first one is this: 
 
FAITH IN ACTION BRINGS JOY TO ME. 
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Who or what is this group of 72 people Jesus sent out to do ministry?  We hear 
so much about the twelve disciples that we forget Jesus had a much wider 
community of followers.  If you go back to the beginning of Luke 10, you’ll 
discover that Jesus sent out this group of 72 people two by two to do ministry in 
His name.  This group was kind of like an advance party going to the cities and 
towns where Jesus planned to do ministry. It was a bit like our Faith in Action 
Sunday next week although it undoubtedly lasted longer than one day.  We’re not 
told for how long this group of 72 went out, but I like to think of it as the first short 
term mission trip ever taken!  Jesus gives them some short term mission training 
and instructions there in Luke 10, they go out and – lo and behold - God uses 
them in miraculous, astounding ways.  Notice again what it says in v. 17, “The 
seventy-two returned with joy....”  Why were they joyful?   Why were they so 
pumped up by this experience?  
 
There’s a spiritual principle here that is just as true for us as it was for them.  I 
rejoice when I participate with God in ministry.  We don’t know a great deal about 
what these 72 actually did in terms of ministry - probably preaching and healing.  
They do point explicitly to the fact that God used them to cast out demons from 
people using the name of Jesus.  That would have been pretty cool!  Up to this 
point in time, they’d been more or less a diverse gathering of uninvolved 
spectators.  Jesus was the expert. Jesus did all the teaching.  Jesus did all the 
miracles.  But when Jesus sent them out, their spiritual experience was 
revolutionized.  They went from being spectators to being participants!  They 
went from being an audience to Jesus’ ministry to being partners in it!  Somehow 
God was able to use their simple faith and rookie-level abilities to make an 
incredible impact when they put that faith into action with God’s power.   
 
You and I experience the same kind of joy whenever we participate with God in 
ministry.  OK, so we’re not planning on any demon exorcisms next Sunday, but 
who knows? – stranger things have happened.  If God gives you the opportunity, 
go for it!   The point is this:  when you go out and do ministry in the name of 
Jesus, you stop being just a spectator to ministry and start being a participant in 
ministry.  You go from being part of the audience and become a partner.  No, we 
may not be doing exactly the same thing as those 72 sent out by Jesus, but God 
is able to use our simple faith and rookie-level abilities to make an incredible 
impact when we put our faith into action with God’s power.  And when that 
happens, you will feel a Holy Spirit-filled joy welling up within you and you should!   
 
Faith in action brings joy to me for another reason that I see in this scripture.  I 
rejoice when I contribute to Satan’s defeat.  Look with me again at what Jesus’ 
says in v. 18-19 (NLT).  “‘Yes,’ he told them, ‘I saw Satan fall from heaven like 
lightning! Look, I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and 
you can walk among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure 
you.’”  Maybe your initial reaction is kind of like mine:  Jesus, what is that about?  
Did Jesus have some kind of vision about Satan then and there?  Is He 
advocating the weird practice of some churches in Appalachia that advocate 



 3

snake handling as a part of their worship services?  It’s a statement that sounds 
very strange to our ears, doesn’t it?  I’ll give you that!   
 
What’s Jesus getting at here?  It’s been suggested that when Jesus said he saw 
“Satan fall from heaven like lightning” that he was referring back to the rebellion 
in heaven that occurred when Lucifer, a mighty archangel, rebelled against God 
and was cast out of heaven along with a third of the angels.  Lucifer became 
Satan at that point.  Since Jesus was and is the incarnate Son of God, He would 
have witnessed that drama in heaven whenever it took place. That’s a possible 
interpretation, but I think it more likely that Jesus was speaking about the spiritual 
impact of the ministry of these 72 ordinary, imperfect followers.  If we took the 
time today to look at several scriptures, it’s clear that Jesus knew that both His 
presence and ministry was an invasion of God into Satan’s stronghold – this 
world.  As a result, whenever followers of Jesus partner with God in ministry of 
any kind, Satan takes a hit.  Jesus goes on to say that He gives His followers 
authority over all satanic powers and influence.  I don’t think He’s suggesting that 
we’re supposed to hang out with literal snakes and scorpions to somehow prove 
to ourselves or others that Jesus is protecting us.  Instead, I believe He depicts 
demonic forces here as snakes and scorpions. 
 
I don’t pretend to know everything Jesus meant by what He says here, but 
there’s a very clear “takeaway” for you and me.  Every time you partner with God 
to do ministry in Jesus’ name, Satan takes a hit.  His power and influence are 
reduced.  His stronghold is invaded.  The Kingdom of God infiltrates and disrupts 
the kingdom of Satan.  And that’s a reason to rejoice!  We’re not in the habit of 
thinking of ministry in those terms.  But Jesus pulls back the curtain, so to speak, 
and reveals the true nature of ministry in this world until He returns.  It’s more 
than just doing nice things for people.  It’s ultimately a spiritual battle between 
God and the devil.  When you do ministry, you contribute towards Satan’s defeat. 
 
With that in mind, let me put it this way.  When you pray for a friend to receive 
Jesus as Savior, Satan falls from heaven like lightning.  When you invite 
someone to become a follower of Jesus, Satan falls from heaven like lightning.  
When you feed a hungry person in the name of Jesus, Satan falls from heaven 
like lightning.  When you tutor a child in our church, act as a mentor, teach kids 
on Sunday mornings or help out in our clubs program on Wednesdays, Satan 
falls from heaven like lightning.  When you tithe your income to the Lord’s work, 
Satan falls from heaven like lightning.  When you visit a shut in, help out at a 
shelter, give clothing to someone in need or befriend a lonely person in the name 
of Jesus, Satan falls from heaven like lightning.  When you serve someone in 
love, or when you forgive someone who has wronged you, or when you put 
another person’s needs in front of your own, Satan falls from heaven like 
lightning.  Are you getting the idea now?  Whenever Jesus’ followers go out and 
do ministry in His name – any ministry, all ministry – Satan’s power and influence 
is somehow seriously diminished.  Rejoice!  You are contributing to his defeat.   
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But then Jesus points to another reason to rejoice – and He says it’s the greatest 
one of all.   I rejoice when my new, eternal identity is affirmed.  Look with me 
again at what Jesus says in v. 20 (NLT), “‘But don’t rejoice because evil spirits 
obey you; rejoice because your names are registered in heaven.’”  The greatest 
reason to have joy in your life is not anything you do for God – participating with 
Him in ministry or contributing to Satan’s defeat – but rather everything God has 
done for you.  You are a monument to His love and grace.  What matters is His 
salvation not any spiritual power you derive from that salvation.  That’s what you 
should be joyful about the most:  your new, eternal identity!  
 
Jesus’ reference to our names being registered or written in heaven was a 
common idea in His day.  The Bible uses that imagery elsewhere:  “‘Everyone 
who wins the victory will wear white clothes. Their names will not be erased from 
the book of life, and I will tell my Father and his angels that they are my 
followers.’” (Rev. 3:5 CEV)  Is there a literal book in heaven with all the names of 
Jesus’ followers actually written in it?  I don’t know, but there might as well be.  
Because of Jesus, you are now a citizen of heaven.  Because of Jesus, God is 
now your heavenly Father.  Because of Jesus, heaven is your eternal home.  
Because of Jesus, you are now and forever on God’s team and part of His family.  
Because of Jesus, you now have a new and eternal identity that no one can take 
away from you.  That ought to be greatest source of joy in your life! 
 
In the movie, “Miracle” based on the 1980 USA Olympic hockey team’s gold 
medal victory at Lake Placid, NY, coach Herb Brooks has to deal initially with a 
bunch of gifted players who have no team unity whatsoever.  They play for 
themselves.  They play for their college. They have no concept yet of being on 
the same team and representing the USA.  After a disappointing game, Coach 
Brooks puts his team through a grueling workout. He tells them that the name on 
the front of the jersey – USA – is a whole lot more important than the name of the 
back- their personal, last names.  He drills them again and again because He 
wants them to learn something.  
 

Those players had to learn their greatest identity. They represented the USA not 
themselves or their college.  I think discovering our identity is even more 
important for followers of Jesus.    What is your greatest identity?  You’re a 
member of God’s team, God’s family, God’s people. Aren’t you glad that God 
doesn’t put you through a grueling workout to learn that all important truth?  Your 
greatest identity is not what family you grew up in.  It’s not what city or town 
you’re from.  It’s not even what country you’re a citizen of.  If you’re a follower of 
Jesus, you have a new and eternal identity that completely eclipses any other 
identity on the planet. Your family name will pass away.  The town or city you 
came from will pass away.  The United States of America and every other 
country on the planet will pass away.  All that will remain is God and His Kingdom 
Rejoice! You belong to that eternal Kingdom.   But there’s a second great insight 
from this passage.  It is this: 
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FAITH IN ACTION BRINGS JOY TO GOD. 

 

Notice with me that, first of all, God rejoices in His own gracious strategy.  “At 
that same time Jesus was filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, and he said, ‘O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank you for hiding these things from those 
who think themselves wise and clever, and for revealing them to the childlike. 
Yes, Father, it pleased you to do it this way.’”  (Luke 10:21 NLT)   
If you had to choose the five best days in your entire life, what days would you 
choose and why? I’d like to think that this day in the earthly life of Jesus was one 
of His top five best days.  We’re told Jesus was filled with joy!  Why so?  He was 
seeing the unfolding of His Father’s gracious strategy.  Satan’s kingdom was 
being invaded.  Satan’s ultimate defeat was assured. His Father’s plan and 
purpose to redeem from every nation, tribe and people a new community – a new 
eternal family – was moving into a new and exciting phase.  And this strategy 
was not dependent in any way upon human merit, human ability, human 
resources, human wisdom, human intelligence or human skill. 
 
It was based on faith in action!  When ordinary, imperfect human beings – like 
that group of 72 people - step out and put their faith into action, God’s power 
begins to flow through them and His Father’s grace is released.  That day Jesus 
realized that His Father’s strategy was going to be successful and it brought Him 
great joy!  Think of it from another perspective.  When you put your faith into 
action, you bring joy to God.  When you partner with Him in ministry, you bring 
joy to God.  When you contribute to Satan’s defeat, you bring joy to God.   

Quickly and finally, notice with me that God rejoices in His own gracious 
revelation.  Jesus says here, “‘My Father has entrusted everything to me. No one 
truly knows the Son except the Father, and no one truly knows the Father except 
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.’ Then when they 
were alone, he turned to the disciples and said, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see 
what you have seen.  I tell you, many prophets and kings longed to see what you 
see, but they didn’t see it. And they longed to hear what you hear, but they didn’t 
hear it.’”  (Luke 10:22-24 NLT)  No one is able to know God or know much about 
what He has done unless Jesus reveals Him.  You get the sense indirectly that 
this is something else which results in some level of enjoyment for God Himself.  
He is pleased to reveal Himself through His Son, Jesus.  He enjoys allowing you 
and me to get to know Him through His Son, Jesus.  A person coming to know 
God through Jesus and then putting his or her faith into action gives God 
tremendous joy. 

On July 23, 1992, the local police chief in Beattyville, Kentucky, told Rosemary 
Smith and her husband, Luther, that two of their sons—Jeremiah, 15, and Drew, 
18—were dead. The brothers were returning from a concert in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, when they crashed their vehicle.  Darkness like nothing she had ever 
known settled over Rosemary. While following the hearses to the burial site, she 
heard church bells toll 33 times. "As I sat there and counted," said Rosemary, "it 
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hit me that when Jesus died he was 33, which was also the combined ages of my 
sons."  Not long after her loss, Rosemary began a ministry called Fellow 
Travelers, a ministry to other grieving parents who have lost a child. "I feel this is 
my mission on Earth," Rosemary said of the ministry. "I now have a higher 
purpose than what I was doing, and the death of my sons took me there." Every 
day, Rosemary reads the newspaper and searches the Internet for child 
obituaries. She either calls the families or sends them special packets consisting 
of books on loss, a music CD, a three-ring notebook of inspirational messages, 
and more. She gets about 50 e-mails a day from people requesting one of her 
packets. More than 5,000 packets—paid for by Rosemary and her husband—
have been sent all over the world.  "We are here to help other people," said 
Rosemary. "It gives me great joy thinking God is using me to help others." 

That’s the epitome of faith in action.  Luther and Rosemary Smith are 
participating with God in ministry.  They’re contributing to Satan’s defeat. And as 
they put their faith in action, I have no doubt that their new, eternal identity is 
affirmed.  By the same token, they are bringing joy to God.  His gracious strategy 
is working.  And His gracious revelation in Jesus is being realized.  The same is 
true for you and me any time and every time you step out and you put your faith 
into action.  The inevitable and ultimate result of putting your faith in action will be 
joy.  Joy for you.  Joy for God.   

 

 
 


